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REPORT 

/ 

Of^ the select committee appointed to investigate frauds 
upon emigrant passengers arriring in this State* 

Mr. T. Smith, from the select committee appointed to investigate 
frauds upon emigrant passengers arriving in this State^ 

REPORTS : 

That said committee, immediately after their appointment, entered 
upon the discharge of their duty. That it became apparent to them 
at once, that if they intended to make a thorough investigation of 
the subject committed to their charge, it would be necessary to go 
to tlie city of New-York, where these emigrants were mostly landtd^ 
tad make themselves acquainted with th< various stages through 
iwiiich they passed after reaching our shores, till they get on board 
the steamboats to come up the river. Your committee accordingly 
took the liberty of going to the city of New- York, trusting that the 
result of their labors would justify them in so doing. 

Upon their arrival in New- York, they were kindly tendered by 
the Commissioners of Emigration, lhtOM^\iV\i^\t ^^^\^X^'^'^«^x'^'«V 
lAssembfy, No. 260.] \ \yxAi.^\.J^^M^^\ 
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lor, Esquire, with the use of their office for the purpose of conduct* 
ting said investigation. 

The committee summoned before them a large number of witnesses 
embracing those engaged in every branch bf business connected w^th 
the emigrants, the testimony of which will be found in the accom- 
panying documents. From this testimony it will appear, that the 
reports and rumors wfaick have, from time to time, appeared in the 
public newspapers, within the last year, of the frauds and imposi- 
tions practised upon these strangers in our land, have fallen vastly 
short of the reality. It will further appear that this is no new in- 
vention, but that these frauds have been carried on for several years 
to a more limited extent, without attracting much notice, or seem- 
ing to excite much interest amongst those who should be the first to 
protect and the last to prey upon this class of their fellow beings. 
But it has been left to the present year, when the increase of emigration 
owing to causes well known to exist in the old world, has been 
not only beyond all former precedent but beyond all calculation, 
for those who make it their business to subsist by defrauding aad 
plundering these people, to realize a golden harvest. 

Your committee must confess, that they had no conception of, nor 
would they have believed the extent to which these frauds and out- 
rages have been practised, until they came to investigate them. 

As soon as a ship loaded with these emigrants reaches our shores, 
it is boarded by a class of men called runners, either in the employ- 
ment of boardifig house keepers or forwarding establishment?, soli- 
citing custom for their employers. In order the more successfully to 
enableithe latter to gain the confidence of the emigrant, they usually 
employ those who can speak the same language with the ^nigrant. 
if they cannot succeed in any other way in getting possession and 
and cc^trol over the object of their prey, they proceed to take 
charge of their luggage, and take it to some boarding .house for safo 
keepii^, and generally under the assurance that they will charge 
nothing for carriage hire or storage. In this way, they are induced 
to go to some emigrant boarding' house, of which there are a great 
many in the city, and then too often under a pretence that they will 
charge but a small sum for meals or board, the keepers of these 
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houses induce these people to stay a few days, aad when they come 
to leave usually charge them three or four times as much as they 
agreed or expected to pay, and exorbitant prices for storing their 
lttgg&g^9 smd in case of their inability to pay, their Ic^gage is de- 
tained as security. 

Some of these runners are employed by the month, and some 
work upon commission. Where they are in the employment of the 
forwarding establishments or passenger offices, and receive a commis- 
sion for each passenger they bring in, they are, in many cases al^ 
lowed by their employers to charge all they can get over a certain 
sum for transporting the passenger to a particular place. This, ii 
will be seen, stimulates the runners to great exertions, not only to 
get as many passengers as possible, but to get them at the highest 
possible prices. To enable them to carry out their designs, all 
sorts of falsehoods are resorted to to mislead and deceive the emi- 
grant as to the prices of fare and the modes of conveyance. 

Tour committee have been shocked to find that a large portion of 
tke frauds committed upon these innocent and in many cases igno- 
rant foreigners are committed by their own countrymen who have 
come here before them ; for we find the German preying upon the 
German — the Irish upon the Irish — the English upon the English, 
kc. ; but at the same time we cannot hold our own countrymen en- 
tirely guiltless, for many of them it is to be regretted, are engaged 
in this nefarious business. 

Amongst the numerous frauds practised by these runners and for- 
warding houses, there is perhaps none greater than that which exists 
in the sale of passage tickets. 

« — . 

The emigrant is shown a neatly printed ticket, with a picture of 
H steamboat, railroad cars, and canal packet with three horses at- 
tached to it, and is given to understand that such a ticket will take 
him to a given place beyond Albany in a specified manner, and for 
a price to be agreed upon, and after disposing of the ticket for an 
exorbitant price, the emigrant is furnished with a steamboat ticket j 
to take him to Albany, where he is to present his passage ticket tA 
some person or company upon wVivcVi \l \^ 3Ltv«w^\«\i«i^^^^«^^'^^^ 
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either protested, or objections taken to the mode of conypyance, 
aod the passenger, instead of going upon the railroad or packet boat, 
as agreed upon, is thrust into the steerage or hold of a line boat) 
where he is often known to complain — ^when the only evidence he 
can furnish of the fraud committed upon him is to exhibit his ticket ^ 
with a picture of three horses, when the line boats are only drawn 
by two. 

A pretence is also often set up for not honoring these tickets, that 
the freight is not paid, or at least that enough has not been. paid 
upon the lu^age, and the emigrant. is either detained at Albany, of 
compelled to pay additional charges. 

It will be seen from the testimony taken, that immense sums of 
money are drawn from these emigrants by overcharging, both for 
their fare, and the freight of their luggage ; and not satisfied with 
this, some of the persons engaged in this forwarding business are in 
the habit of defrauding them in the weight of their luggage, by 
using false scales, and giving false statements of the amounts for* 
warded. And upon this subject they would call the attention of the 
House to the testimony relating to a certain well known establish- 
ment in the city of Albany. 

It is impossible for your committee in this report, nor do they 
deem it necessary to go into the details of all the v irious modes and 
devices resorted to to defraud these persons. In the great mass of 
testimony they have taken, will be found facts bearing upon all these 
particulars. 

In the course of the investigation by your committee in the city 
of New- York, they felt themselves called upon to make someinqui- 
ry into the conduct of the commissioners of emigration, who, under 
the act of last winter, have been clothed with high powers, and 
charged with the most responsible duties. In furtherance of this, 
object, they took occasion to visit Staten Island, and examine the 
temporary buildings erected by them for the accommodation of the 
unexpected number of sick and destitute emigrants arriving at qua- 
rantine, during the last summer ; and they feel called upon to state 
tliat they found said buildings in as good order and as comfortable 
Bs could be expected under the circumalai^ceaaXVeudAtk^VWYt «t«r 
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tion. They also embraced that opportunity to visit the hospitals 
noder the control of the commissioners of health, and feel a just 
pride in bearing testimony to the good order, neatness and comfort, 
which they found to exist in all the various branches of that de- 
partment. 

Your committee also visited the establishment upon Ward's Island, 
und r the control of the commissioners of emigration, and were 
they had leased a large building which had not been occupied for 
many years, and which they have fitted up as a retreat for the sick 
and destitute emigrants, which could not be accommodated else* 
where. Your c omraittee also feel that it is due to these commis- 
sioners to say, that, in their judgment, they are entitled to great cre- 
dit for the energy and perseverance displayed by them in procuring 
and fitting up said buildings and grounds upon that island under the 
most adverse and trying circumstances, where the whole country for 
miles around was alarmed by the fears created by the ship fever, and 
when they had hundreds of sick and destitute emigrants upon their 
hands without shelter or food. 

In the course of the testimony, taken in relation to the conduct 
of the commissioners, it appeared by one witness, (Dr. Van Hoven- 
burgh,) that upon one or two occasions, the Hospital at Staten Is* 
land was furnished with an oidinary or inferior quality of bre^d and 
medicines, but it does not appear that the fact was ever brought to 
the knowledge of said commissioners ; whilst, on the other hand, 
it appears from the testimony of Dr. Harcourt, the first mate of the 
hospital and deputy health officer, that ^^ the articles of medicines 
and other stores furnished by the commissions s of emigration were 
good. 

Your committer regret th?t their short stay in the city of New- 
York, prevented them from investigating as thoroughly as they dc- 
6ired the conduct of the Cummis&ioners of Emigration, but feel cal^ 
led upon to state, that so far as your committee have examined 
into their proceedings, they h ive not been able to discover any 
^abuse by them of the authority or power conferred upon them. 
On the contrary, so far as your committee have looked into their 
proceedings, they have founA 1\\«lV (bi^^ Viv?tfc ^v&^^x^gt^'^^vs. ^nsS>» 
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in a manner which show8 that the confidence reposed in them by 

those who appointed them has not been misplaced. And your com- 
mittee believe that the public, and particularly the friends of the 
emigrant owe them a lasting debt of gratitude for their extraordi- 
nary zeal and incessant labors in providing for the multitude of sick, 
distressed and friendless emigrants thrown upon their hands during 
the past summer. 

Your committee have discovered some little strife and apparent 
conflicting interests between the Board of Health and the Commis- 
sioners of Emigration, but they do not consider it as coming within 
their province to discuss these differences or recommend any action, 
although there may be found some testimony in the annexed docu- 
ments bearing upon the subject. 

Whilst your committee are compelled to acknowledge that they 
have been very much aided in their investigations by the kindness 
and courtesy extended to them by the officers of various emigrant 
societies, yet, a sense of duty compels them*to declare that in their 
judgment, some of these societies do not afford that substantial aid 
to their brethrien upon their arrival in a strange land, which they 
have reason to expect, and your committee fear that there may be 
cases where the officers or agents of some of these societies have a 
more tender regard for the money of the emigrant, than for their 
safety and comfort, but they do not intend to give this remark a 
general application, for they believe many of them have too much 
respect for the places they occupy, if not for their kindred to sd>use 
the high trust reposed in them. 

In conclusion, your committee cannot too strongly recommend to 
the favoi^ble consideration of the House, the important subject 
which has engaged their anxious attention. If there is anything 
of which we as Americans ought to be proud, it is our noble and 
free institutions, and the fact that our country is now becoming so 
generally the resort and resting place of the down trodden and op- 
pressed of the old world, should serve but to increase that pride. 
Whilst we have millions of acres of unsettled and uncultivated lands 
which are constantly holding put encouragement to the hardy and 
iodustriovs laboring classes of other less idNOted ^ottvoas of tfc 
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globe to come amongst us, and whilst we are drawing a large sum 
by way of commutation money from them, although in a small 
amount from each, we owe it to them, as well as to the character of 
our State and the cause of humanity, to see them protected after 
they reach our shores. Although this may be regarded as an extras- 
ordinary year for emigration, yet from causes that are operating in 
Europe, other than those which have existed the present year, we 
may safely calculate that this tide of emigration will continue to set 
in upon us in a manner that will require our constant care and vigi- 
lance. ' 

Your committee regret that they have not had more time to de- 
vote to this matter committed to their care, but they flatter them- 
selves that the accompanying bill which they ask leave to introduce, 
will be found to reach many of the evils that exist and afford no 
little protection to the emigrant. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

THOMAS SMITH, 

A. S. UPHAM, 

D. S. McNAI^RA, 

A. E. CHANf)LER, 

JAMES C. RUTHERFORD. 
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AN ACT 

For the protection of emicrrants arriving in the State of 

New- York. 

The People of the State of Jfcw-Yorky represented in Senate and 
Assembly do enact as follows : 

§ 1. The commissioners of emigration are hereby authorized and 
empowered to lease or purchase suitable docks or piers, and to erect 
necessary enclosures thereon in the city of New- York, to bo appro- 
priated and set apart for the exclusive use of landing emigrant alien 
passengers; and they are hereby solely authorized to grant licences^ 
and for cause revoke the same; to select such number of steamboats 
or lighters as they may deem necessary to receive alien passengers 
and their luggage from vessels arriving in this state, subject to quar- 
antine, or from the passengers' docks at quarantine, to be landed at 
the emigrant piers or docks aforesaid. And every captain of a 
steamboat or lighter not properly licensed for such purpose, who 
4diall convey any emigrant passengers from any vessel shall be liable 
to a penalty of one hundred dollars for each and every offence^ to be 
recovered by the said commissioners of emigration. 

§ 2. It shall be the duty of every ship-master owner or consignee 
bringing to this port any alien emigrants, steerage or second cabin 
passengeis in vessels not subject to quarantine, to cause the same 
with their luggage to be landed on the emigrant piers aforesaid, 
either directly from the vessel or by means of some steamboat or 
lighter licensed as aforesaid; and the landing of them upon any 
other pier or wharf, shall be punished by a fine not less than two 
hundred dollars. The commissioners of emigration are hereby em- 
powered to make ^^11 necessary regulations for the prj^ervatinn of 
order, and the admission to or exclusion from said dock of any per- 
ioB^ and any persoB violating ^xx^ kH ^aO[i t<i5gaN.^\^^c& ^dc)s^\sK.\>si'^A> 
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to a penalty of one hundred dollars for each and every offence, to be 
recovered by the said commissioners of emigration. 

4 3. All persons keeping houses in the city of New-York for the 
purpose of boarding emigrant passengers, shall be required to have 
a license from the mayor of said city for said purpose^ and each 
person so licensed shall pay to the said city the sum of twenty-five 
dollars per annum, and shall give bonds satisfactory to said mayor, 
with one or more sureties, in the penal sum of five hundred dol- 
lars for their good behavior, and said mayor is hereby authorized 
to revoke said license for cause. Every keeper of such boarding 
house shall cause to be kept conspicuously posted in the public 
rooms of such house, in the English, German, Holland, French and 
Welsh languages, a list of the rates or prices which will be charged 
emigrants per day and week for boarding and lodging, and also the 
rates for separate meals; and the keeper of any emigrant boarding 
house who shall charge or receive, or permit or suffer to be charged 
or received for the use of such keeper, any greater sum than accord- 
ing to the rates or prices iso posted, shall, upon conviction thereof, be 
deprived of his or her license, and be punished by a fine not less 
than fifty dollars, and not exceeding one hundred dollars, to be re- 
covered by the ccMumissioners of emigration. 

^ 4. No keeper of any emigrant boarding house shall have any 
Hm upon the baggage or effects of any emigrant for boarding, 
lodging, storage, pr on any other account whatever, and upon 
eomplaint being made upon oath before the m^yor or any police 
mi^istrafte of the city of New-York, that the luggage or effects of 
ftny emigrant are detained by the keeper of any emigrant boarding 
house under pretence of any lien upon such biggage at effects, or on 
any claim or demand against the owner or owners thereof, it shall be 
the duty of the officer before whom such complaint is made, immedi- 
aleljr to issue his warrant directed to any constable or policeman of 
laid city, commanding him or them to bring before him the partj 
against whom such complaint has been made, and upon conviction 
Ifaereof, shall i)e punisdied by a fine not less than fifty dollars^ and 
not exceeding one hundred dollars, and shall ^be committed to the 
eity prison imtil paid over to the Commissioners pf Emigration. 

§ 5. No person shall ex-ercise the vocation of runner in any city 

ia this State, to solicit custom for emigrant boarding houses, pas- 

jmoger oSce$, Awarding or transportation lines, without the license 
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of the mayor of such city^ for which he shall pay the sum of twenty 
dollars per annum and give satisfactory bonds to said mayor in the 
penal sum of three hundred dollars as security for his good behaT<- 
iour. Every person so licensed shall wear in a conspicuous place 
about his person a badge or plate with the words ^^ Licensed ani- 
grant runner" ins^ibed thereon, with the number of his license ; no 
person who is not of approved good moral character shall be licensed 
as such runner. Every person who shall solicit alien emigrant pas- . 
sengers, or others for the benefit of boarding houses, passenger offi-* 
ces or forwarding lines, upon any street, lane or alley, or upon any 
dock, pier or public highway within the corporate bounds of any 
city in this State, or upon any waters adjacent thereto oyer which 
any of said cities may have jurisdiction, without such license, shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished by im- 
prisonment in the county prison or jail not less than three months 
nor exceeding one year. 

§ 6.' No person or company shall exercise the vocatfon of book- 
ing emigrant passengers, or taking money for their inland fare, or 
for the tiansportation of the luggage of such passengers, without 
keeping a public oflSce for the transaction of such business, nor with- 
out the license of the mayor of the city in which smch office shall be 
located, for which shall be paid the sum of twenty-five dollars per 
annum, and give satisfactory bonds in the penal sum of five hundred 
dollars to the mayor of said city, as security for the proper manner 
- in which his or their business shall be conducted in forwarding said 
emigrant passengers or their luggage. And every sudb establish- 
ment shall have posted in a conspicuous manner at its place of bu- 
siness, a list of prices or rates of fare for the passage of emigrants, 
and aliens, and the price per hundred pounds for transportation of 
their luggage to the principal places to which the proprietors thereof 
nnd^take to convey soch passengers, in the English, GennftOi 
French and Welsh languages^ and eveiy person or company wio 
shall charge or receive or allow to be charged or received by dtxf 
person in his or their employment, a greater amount than there is 
specified in said list of prices, or who shall defraud any emigrant in 
the weight of his luggage, shall be punished by a fine not less than 
one hundred dollars, and not exceeding two hundred dollars, whidi 
money when collected shall be paid into the city treasury of such 
oky, except in the city of New* York, where it shall be paid to the 
Commissioners of Emigration, and any person or company rc&eAKv&s^ 
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money as aforesaid for the passage of emigrants, aliens, or for the 
transportation of their luggage without such license, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be punished with imprisonment in 
the county prison, for a period not less than three months', nor .ex- 
ceeding one year. 

§ 7. Any emigrant passenger, who, after his or her arrival in the 
city of New-York, or any other city or port of this state, or whilst 
stopping in any of said cities or port when travelling to his or her 
place of destination, shall be defrauded by any person or company, 
or his or their agents, in relation to the fare, weight or trans; orta- 
tion of the luggage of such passenger, or in the purchase of any 
passage tickets, may cause his or her deposition of the facts sub- 
stantiating such charge of fraud to be taken in writing before the 
mayor or any judge, or any justice of the peace, or other officer au- 
thorized to take the examination of witnesses in criminal cases, which 
deposition when so taken, may be used before any grand jury or cri- 
minal court, against the person or persons so complained of in the 
absence of such complainant, in the same manner and with like ef- 
fect, as if said deponent was present to testify in person. But no 
such deposition shall be so taken in the same city where the person 
or persons complained of shall reside, without notifying such person 
or persons personally, or in case of his absence, leaving a Ro:ice at 
bis place of residence, office, or the place of his business. 

§ 8. No person holding office under the government of this state, 
or any of its cities, or who shall be in the employment of the com- 
missioners of emigration, shall solicit custom for any transportation 
line, or shall be interested in any way directly or indirectly in the 
forwarding of emigrants, under a penalty of not less than one hun- 
dred dollars, and not exceeding five hundred dollars, to be sued for 
in the name of the people of this state, and which money when col- 
lected, shall be paid into the county treasury for the use of the poor 
of said county. 

§ 9. The penalties and forfeitures prescribed by this act, except 
as is hereinbefore otherwise provided, shall be sued for and recovered 
in the name of the people of this state, and applied in the same man- 
ner specified in the foregoing section, except so far as this act ap- 
plies to the city of New- York, where the same may be sued for and 
Tecovered with costs of suit, before any court having cognizance 
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thereof, by and in the name of the commissioners of emigration, and 
vhen so received, shall constitute a part of the fund and be disposed 
of in the same manner as commutation monejs now derived from 
emigrant passengers. 

§ 10. This act shall take effect on the first day of January next. 



IN ASSEMBLY, 

October 11, 1847. 

Resolved^ That a select committee be appointed on the part of 
this House to investigate the frauds and impositions alleged to be 
practiced upon foreign immigrants arriving in this State, and that 
said committee have power to send for persons and papers, an^ that 
said committee be instructed to report to this House within three 
weeks. 

Orderedy That Mr. T. Smith, Mr. McNamara, Mr. Upham, Mr* 
Rutherford and Mn Chandler be such committee. 

By order, 

P. B. PRINDLE, Clerk. 
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TESTIMONY 

Taken by the select committee appointed by the Assem- 
bly of the State of New- York, to investigate frauds 
upon emigrants. 



[Assemhly, No. 250.3 
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OfFJCR of TBI CoaOIISBIONEBS OF EMIGRATION, } 

Mw-Yark, October 16, 1847. J 

Committee appointed punmant to a resolution of the 
House of Assen^ly, passed October 11, 1847, to inves- 
tigate frauds upon emigrants, met : 

» 

Present, Mr. Thomas Smith, Chairman. 

Mr. McNamara, 

Mr. Upbam j 

Mr. Chanhlbe, 

Mr. RirrHEBFORD. 



«*»■ 



( No. 1. ) 

Testimony of William Harnett 

William Harnett sworn, says he resides at 167 Allen-street NeWf> 
York, has been assistant agent of the New-York Protection Society^ 
was appointed to that office in 1843, the society was composed of 
the owners of different lines upon the Erie canal, they had an agent 
stationed at Quarantine ground to book passengers; that agent was 
Jonathan D. Stevenson, who employed me; I hare no connec^ioii 
with the society now. There are many boarding houses in iKis cvt^. 
^her^firauds of a most flagrant natute %x^ com\SK^\ft6^\ ^^ to^s&fc w* 
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mitted by Germans upon Germans, Irish upon Irish, 8lc.; there 
Qo Americans keeping boarding houses, engaged in the frauds 
I am aware of. 
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IN COMMITTEE, 

Ofi ICE OF TH6 Commissioners of Emigration, ) 
J^retC'York, October 15, 1847. ) 

Present, Mr. Thomas Smith, Chairman, 
Mr. McNamara, 
Mr. Upham, 
Mr. Chandler, 
Mr Rutherford. 

1 

Testimony of Smith Parks. 

tmith Parks y sworn. I have an uncle by the name of John 
odworth, of Manlius Square, Onondaga county, who recently 
ted me; aged about seventy-three years, quite childish; who, 
m about to return, brought die a ticket that he had bought to 
7 him home by steamboat to Albany, and railroad to his place of 
dence. I examined the ticket and thought it wrong, and went to 
office of Porter Adams where the ticket was obtained; Adam's office 
Ifo. 106 Barclay-street. I found a man in the office who represent- 
iiimself as a clerk of Adams, and told him that my uncle had 
ght the tickets, expecting to be forwarded to Manlius Square by 
imboat and railroad; he denied that the tickets had been sold for 
such purposes. I then went to the steamboat and enquired if 
tickets were good, and if they would carry my uncle to Albany 
the ticket, the captain told me he would take him to Albany for. 
ticket, but that he must be confined to the deck of the boat, and 
' six shillings in addition for a berth if he had one. The ticket 
1 on it as a vignette, a railroad car and a canal boat, directed to 
le one in Albany. I' paid my uncle's passage home and retained 
tickets; requested Mr. Adam's clerk to refond the money, or at 
it a part of it, retaining his profits, which he declined doing, ni 
fad paid the money oyer to Adams. I then called 6n Adams 
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and stated the circumstances to him, and requested him to refund the 
money, but he declined, on the ground that his clerk who was a 
great scoundrel, had not paid it over to him. I left the tickets at 
his office, writing my name on the back, have called several times 
with a view of getting some portion of the money, but without suc- 
cess. 



( No. 3. ) 

Testimony of Daniel B. Davis. 

Albany county ^ ss. 

Daniel B. Davis being duly sworn, doth depose and say, that he 
is Sergeant-at-Arms of the House of Assembly, that he accompanied 
the committee to investigate frauds upon emigrants, to the city of 
New-York on the 14th day of October last, for the purpose of sub- 
poenaing witnesses, under the direction of said committee; that he 
subpoenaed Smith Parks to appear before said committee; after his 
examination, the said Parks went with him to subpoena Porter Ad- 
ams; that before naming his business to the said Adams, Parks told 
Adams that he must settle with him for the fraud committed on his 
uncle, by selling him tickets to go to Syracuse by railroad from Al- 
bany, when the tickets were only such as would carry him in the 
steerage of a canal boat. Adams refused to refund the money, de- 
nying all knowledge on the subject, that the fraud was committed by 
a man called Buffaloe, whose real name he did not know, and for 
whose acts he would not become responsible; that he then subpoena- 
ed Mr. Adams to appear before the committee; after a moment^s re- 
flection, Mr. Adams turned to Mr. Parks and settled with him by re- 
funding the money he had taken from Park's uncle. 

D. B- DAVIS. 

Subscribed and sworn, the 17th day } 
of November, 1847, before me. ) 

D. S. McNamara, member of said committee. 



6 [AsStMMLt 



( No. 4. ) 

Testimony of Porter Adams. 

Porter Adams ^ sworn. I reside 256 Fulton'Street; my office 106 
(arclay-street. My business, forwarding passengers and their bag- 
age to Upper and Lower Canada and the Western States; have bu- 
ness cards. I have forwarded, I think, since the opening of navi- 
ation, from eight hundred to one thousand; when I forward passen- 
ers I receive pay through to their place of destination; forward 
lem to my employers in Albany, James Roach and Henry D. Smeth- 
rst, generally consigned to H. D. Smethurst; more than a mouth ii^ 
le spring, I consigned to William Malburn of Albany. I act as 
gent for these men on commission; worked by the month till about 
be Ist of July; I receive the passengers from persons who workout- 
kle; sometimes I find them in the street; these persons who work 
mtside receive a commission from those engaged in the business; 
metimes passengers call at the office; I charge from $3 to f 6 each 
)r forwarding passengers from New*York to Buffalo, which includes 
(X»pounds of luggage; I pay those who act on the outside from one 
> two dollars for each passenger; the difference in price is occa- 
ioaed by the choice of the person between a cabin and a deck pas- 
ige; there are but three companies that I know of engaged in this 
BBiness. 

Roach k Smethurst, 122 Pier, Albany. 

Noyes & Malburn, 110 " " 

E. Matthews, 169 River-street, Troy. 



I forward passengers to E. Matthews, Troy. I have had some 
lur or five passengers during the summer who have found fault and 
iturned their tickets, for which I have invariably paid them their 
oney. There is a man in my employ who acts for me in my 
3sence. I have my tickets signed in my office. When the pas-^ 
ingers arrive at Albany the ticket is given up, and a new one 
iven by the house to which I consign them. The tickets specify 
le mode of conveyance — whether cabin or deck passage; but do 
'/ Jn all cases specify whether the passenger is to go by a line 
f 4>r a packet on the canal All passengers sent \)y m^ \.o S^^- 
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liectady, go in the first class of. cam. Those who Irork on the otitr 
side sometimes misrepresent to passengers the mode . in Miiich thqr 
are to be forwarded. I pay the runners at the time the passenger 
pays his fare. The account stands thus ^— ^ 

The passenger pays - - ^6 00 

From this deduct river fare, - •- $0 50 

Office in New-York,---- .---• 50 

Canalfare, -••• - •--- 1 50 

2 50 

The balance of #2.50 goes to the runner. I usually manage thus ; 
the person pays #5.00, for which I give him river fare, $1.00. Of- 
fice in New-York 50 cents. Canal fare #1.50, making |3.00. The 
balance to runner, f 2.0p. From this amount my consignee receives 
the tickets, for which I pay him #1.50. 

I receive in no case more than fifty cents for each passenger. My 
consignees make their profits mainly on the baggage, for which they 
receive, when I settle with them, 75 cents per hundred pounds, from 
Albany to Oswego, Rochester, or Buffalo. There are two or three 
hundred hackmen who get their living in a great measure by convey- 
ing passengers from the eastern boats and vessels to the Albany 
boats. 

I have charged in some instances f 7 for passage to Buffalo, in 
which case I board them. I have regular prices, but sometimes vaiy 
from them, and in some instances have paid the runner an extra price. 
I have in many instances refused to charge an extra price for the pur- 
pose of paying extra to runners. Forwarding houses and offices re- 
ceive a regular fare, which is uniform ; all extra prices go to the 
runners. Persons who are employed here as runners by the montihj 
receive from f 40 to $75 per month. 

Hiram Johnson, Barclay-street, 

Philip Caswell, Courtland-street 

0. B. Teal, West-street, 

O'Hem, West-street, cor. of Albany-street, 

Wm. L. Ray, 101 Barclay-street, 
are engaged in the business. I have never given tickets to nmnenr 
to be sold by them to passengers. During the summer, a runner 
known as Western or Westey, came to my office with a passenger 
with whom he had contracted at $7.00 to Whitehall, the regular 
pasfiage beings $3.00. The pasaeii^et '^irta tEH Ail\%ftPi . "V NsS^Naab. 
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( No. 4. ) 

Testimony of Porter Adams. 

Porter Mams, sworn. I reside 256 Fultoii'Street; my office 106 
Barclay-street. My business, forwarding passengers and their bag* 
gage to Upper and Lower Canada and the Western States; have bu- 
siness cards. I have forwarded, I think, since the opening of navi- 
gation, from eight hundred to one thousand; when I forward passen- 
gers I receive pay through to their place of destination; forward 
them to my employers in Albany, James Roach and Henry D. Smeth- 
urst, generally consigned to H. D. Smethurst; more than a mouth ii^ 
the spring, I consigned to William Malburn of Albany. I act as 
agent fbr these men on commission; worked by the month till about 
the Ist of July; I receive the passengers from persons who work out- 
side; sometimes I find them in the street; these persons who -work 
outside receive a commission from those engaged in the business; 
soaietimes passengers call at the office; I charge from $3 to f 6 each 
for forwarding passengers from New-York to Buffalo, which includes 
6(X»pounds of luggage; I pay those who act on the outside from one 
to two dollars for each passenger; the difference in price is occa- 
sioned by the choice of the person between a cabin and a deck pas- 
sagie; there are but three companies that I know of engaged in this 



Roach & Smethurst, 122 Pier, Albany. 

Noyes & Malburn, 110 " " 

E. Matthews, 169 River-street, Ttoj. 

I forward passengers to E. Matthews, Troy. I have had some 
four or five passengers during the summer who have found fault and 
returned their tickets, for which I have invariably paid them their 
money. There is a man in my employ who acts for me in my 
absence.* I have my tickets signed in my office. When the pas-^ 
sengers arrive at Albany the ticket is given up, and a new one 
given by the house to which I consign them. The tickets specify 
the mode of conveyance — ^whether cabin or deck passage; but do 
J3i?^ la all cases specify whether the passenger is to go by a line 
A3»/ or a packet on the canal All passengers sent \)y m^ \.o S^^- 



Kd. 260.] 7 • 

liectady, go in the first clas9 of. cars. Those who ^ork on the outr 
side sometimes misrepresent to passengers the mode, in idiich th^ 
are to be forwarded. I pay the runners at the time the passenger 
pays his fare. The account stands thus ^-^ 

The passenger pays - - ^6 00 

From this deduct river fare, $0 50 

Office in New-York, 50 

Canalfare, •--- 1 50 

2 50 

The balance of $2.50 goes to the runner. I usually manage thus ; 
the person pays $5.00, for which I give him river fare, $1.00. Of- 
fice in New-York 50 cents. Canal fare $1.50, making $3.00. The 
balance to runner, $2.Gp. From this amount my consignee receives 
the tickets, for which I pay him $1.50. 

I receive in no case more than fifty cents for each passenger. My 
consignees make their profits mainly on the baggage, for which they 
receive, when I settle with them, 75 cents per hundred pounds, from 
Albany to Oswego, Rochester, or Buffalo. There are two or three 
hundred hackmen who get their living in a great measure by convey- 
ing passengers from the eastern boats and vessels to the Albany 
boats. 



m 



I have charged in some instances $7 for passage to Buffalo, in 
which case I board them. I have regular prices, but sometimes vary 
from them, and in some instances have paid the runner an extra price. 
I have in many instances refused to charge an extra price for the pur- 
pose of paying extra to runners. Forwarding houses and offices re- 
ceive a regular fare, which is uniform ; all extra prices go to the 
runners. Persons who are employed here as runners by the month, 
receive from $40 to $75 per month. 

Hiram Johnson, Barclay-street, 

Philip Caswell, Courtland-street 

0. B. Teal, West-street, 

O'Hern, West-street, cor. of Albany-street, 

Wm. L. Ray, 101 Barclay-street, 
are engaged in the business. I have never given tickets to runnerar 
to be sold by them to passengers. During the summer, a runner 
known as Western or Westey, came to my office with a passenger 
with whom he had contracted at $7.00 to Whitehall, the regular 
pmmsige being $3.00. The paasen^ ''•rta wi T^^\u^ • "V Xsa^.^^^eifc. 
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: would not take $7.00, but would take $4.00. - Whether he took 
ler to another office I do not recollect. Samuel Burnett, of Hoboken, 
B iortunate in bringing passengers to the office. 



(No. 5. ) 

IN COMMITTEE. 

Jfeio-Yofky Oct. 16, 1847. 

Present, Mr. Smith, 

Mr. McNamara, 
Mr. Rutherford, 
Mr. Upham, 
Mr. Chandler. 

Testimony of Charles H. Webb. 

Charles H. Wehby sworn. I am Superintendent of the British 
Protective Emigrant Society; have occupied the station three years. 
From my own knowledge I have known frauds upon emigrants. The 
greatest frauds are committed by forwarding houses. They have 
men employed to board all the vessels as they arrive at the quaran- 
tine ground, and solicit emigrants to take a passage by their lines, 
charging, in almost all instances, from double to treble the amount 
the transportation companies actually charge or receive. These com- 
panies forward emigrants from New-York to Buffalo ; on deck from 
here to Albany, and in the hold of the boat on the canal, for $2 to 
$2.50 each. If the emigrant takes a cabin passage in the steam and 
canal boats, they are charged $ 1.00 extra, making in all from $2 to 
$3.60 for each passenger. The runners of these forwarding estab- 
lishments board the emigrant vessels at quarantine, and solicit pa- 
tronage, representing the distance from New-York to Buffalo at 500 
miles, and charge one cent per mile for each person, and in many 
instances they charge $7 for each person. The runners require pay 
in advance, giving a ticket on some person at Albany — generally on 
Boach & Smethurst. When they arrive at Albany this ticket is 
often found to be a fraud, no one appearing there to pass them for- 
ward. They are subjected to great injustice in the transportation of 
tiwr}mggage,})€iDg often compelled to pay from 75 cts. to |3 per 
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hundred. These runners are also employed by the boarding-house 
keepers to solicit patronage for their houses. The keepers of emi- 
grant boarding houses are invariably foreigners, the natives of each 
nation preying upon his own countrymen. The runners represent to 
the emigrant that his qharges are sixpence sterling for each meal, 
and the same for lodging, and no charge for cartage of baggage to 
their houses, or for storage while it remains there. When the emi- 
grant is ready to leave he calls ibr his bill, and is surprised to find 
that he is required to pay from $1 to $2 per day for his board, and 
often $2 to $3 cartage for his baggage. The keepers exercise their 
right of a lien upon the goods until the price is paid. 



( No. 6. ) 

Testimony of Henry Vail. 

Henry Vaily being duly sworn, says: I reside in this city, am en- 
gaged in forwarding passengers; I am employed by E. Matthews, 
of Troy; the passengers^ I forward are mostly Americans; I work 
on commission; have worked by the month; our prices were, do- 
ring the summer, $5 each to Buffalo, for cabin passage; for steerage 
passengers we have $2 to $3, just as we agree* 

It is a fact that I and others ^gaged in the business get all we 
can from passengers, except that / never shave a lady thai is travet" 
ing al(me; It is bad enough to shave a man; I have all I get over 
a certain amount vehich is paid to the transportation companies. 
$6.50 is the highest amount I ever received from a passenger; the 
passenger goes from here to Albany by steamboat; to Schenectady by 
railroad; thence by line boat to Buffalo; I have represented in many 
instances to passengers that they would be forwarded by packet on 
the canal; but when they arrived at Schenectady they were sent by 
line boat; we contract to take 100 lbs. of luggage free on the 
river, and 60 lbs. on the canal; I always itaform them that they must 
pay for extra luggage, from 65 to 70 cents per 100 lbs: the ac- 
count stands as follows: 
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For Cabin Passengers. 

Steamboat to Albany, $1 50 

Bailroad from Albany to Schenectady, 50 

Thence to Buffiilo on canal, «*--- 1 50 

$3 50 

Qflfce, - 50 

Balance to myself, - - 2 00 

—4600 

For Steerage Passengers. 

Steamboat, $1 00 

Canal, 1 00 

Office, - 50 

Balance to myself, - 50 

$3 00 



Board is not included in these estimates. 

I pay the same during the season for passage on the canal; I pay 
night boats on the river 50 cents each, etcept late in the fall, when 
[ £ay $1 for steerage passengers; when I make a contract with a 
passenger who goes to Adams' office, he pays Adan^s the money and 
receives his ticket; Adams then pay^ me the surplus over a certain 
unount; when I represent to a passenger that he is to go by the 
packet, I know he is not to go by the regular line of packets; per* 
tons keeping offices receive passengers and take the same fare that 
;h# runners receive, and retain all that is not paid to transportation 
iovipanies. 

.Persons keeping passenger offices in this city are: 
Mi*/ Adams, ^ 

Mr. Ray, 

* 

Hiram Johnson, ^ 

Philip Caswell, . i 



0. B. Teal 
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Roach k Smethurst have their offices on the North river side of 
city of New-York, to wit: 



•a. / 



0. B. Teall, 109 West-street. 

P. Adams & Co., 108 Barclay-street. 

W. F. Hart, 9 Washington-street. 



( No. 7. ) 

IN COMMITTEE, 

Jfew'York, October 18, 1847. 

Present, Mr. Smith, 

Mr. McNamaba, 
Mr. Upham, 
Mr. Chandler, 

Mr. RVTHERFOBD. 

Testimony of Charles Cook. 

Charles Cook^ sworn. I reside in this city, and am engaged in the 
office of Noys & Co.; have been engaged in the emigrant passage 
business as book keeper for the past five seasons of canal navigation; 
4 or 5 months of the first season I had a commission, and received 
about $350; I have been employed by different persons during the 
above mentioned time; Dewit & Homblower, Cook & Wilber, 
Bromley, Harden, & Co., Malburn & Co., as booker and book' keeper; 
I know John F. Wolf and Wm. Richmuieller, 0. B. Teal, P. Caswell, 
M, L. Ray, H. Husted, P. Adams, S. Scentre, Isaiah Selover, W. F. 
Hart, Henry Brische, I. Olmstead, A. Pearsons, S. Pearsons, (Jeo. An- 
drews, Geo. McDonald, Isaac Hamilton, Geo. and Richard Cornwell, 
Osborne, Hinds & Co., Fraleck Krells, and many others engaged in the 
passage business; I have heard Richmuieller and Wolf say to passen- 
gers that the fare by steamboat and railroad to Buffalo was (6, and 
the fare from Buffalo to Milwaukie or Chicago was the same, rnd 
they could not go for less money; I have heard R\^j;Acsssff»s3^Rx. Vs^^ 
passengers to go to the devil, tYiey ficwiliiBL xwA. ^^ V» '^^sk' V^ "w^ 
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I deck passenger on the lakes, and made them believe they must get 
iheir tickets from him, >vhich they did; Rischmuieller told me that 
ill he was compelled to pay for a passenger to any port on the lakes 
wua $2 to $2.50; Wolf told me that $2 was the price which they 
were to pay on the lakes, and all luggage jfree; that R. & W. had 
in agent in Buffalo who collected 50 to 75 cents per hundred on all 
uggage over 100 lbs. going up the lakes. 

I have heard McDonald, Hamilton, and others in the business, tell 
passengers that a ticket would take them by railroad or packet, with 
oard, and all luggage free, when in fact they were compelled to 
ake a line boat; in some instances they would write on the ticket, 
ailroad to Schenectady; I have been in Albany and seen their tickets 
^resented at Smethurst's office, and they were told they could take 
he midship of a boat lying at the dock, or a berth in the cabin by 
raying $1 extra; I have been in his office when Irish, Dutch and 
l^nglish emigrants were there, and have heard Roach tell his men to 
>romise them all they wanted, that is, they should have Railroad pas- 
age, and all of their luggage free; the same persons I saw afterwards 
vith canal boat tickets; Roach said that he kept the party called the 
ixteen, at a great loss, for the purpose of controlling the Dutch emi- 
grants; the Irish are worth nothing, the English alone would 
lot pay, but patting the sixteen men or fighting men, with 
hem to help Briesch from whom he was obtaining Dutch passengers, 
ie could make a good stake; that there was no use of talking of 
>eing honest while in the passage business, all he wanted was to get 
kold of the cattle, he did not care how or what they were promised, , 
hey would be compelled to point up in Albany while Smethurst and 
i Dutchman were there. I have been in Albany and have seen the 
Uggage of emigrants weighed, and have seen the men that took the 
ally add to the weight called out by the weigher so as to average about 
10 pounds to the passenger over the true weight; I have seen it done 
\j men ia the employ of Smethurst & Co., and the same collected 
ij them; I have also seen the same thing done in Malburn & Co/s 
)ffice in the absence of Malburn; I have seen Smethurst collect 
ake charges on luggage, and receipt only upon the canal ticket, 
lompelling the emigrant to pay lake charges again at Buffalo; I 
Ave seen Dailey, Smethurst and Weaver, on two or three occasions, 
joXLed from passengers their passage, and freight on their luggage, 
.nd have endorsed on the ticket, due upon this a balance in Buffalo; 
have gone with passengers to their office, once with about 70 Ger- 
aans to settle a difficulty between them and Dailey, which was set- 
fd^jfy' them bjr paying one-half of their passage here and the bal- 
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ance in Buffalo, which was done; the part to be paid in Buffalo was 
endorsed upon the bill by Dailey; he also added about |I40 for the 
captain to collect of the passengers, and deducted the same from the 
amount going to the proprietor, Mr. Evans; he (Evans) enquired if 
that was right; I told him no; he then made Dailey alter the bill 
and endorse as he agreed; I have seen Selover book passengers and 
promise them that they could go by railroad and packet, and luggage 
£ree, and would give them a line boat ticket; he would brag how he 
had caught the Yonks. 

The men called the sixteen party, have their head quarters at six- 
teen Front-«treet, headed by Husted, Hart and others. I have heaid 
several of the party say, after they had been booking emigrant pas- 
sengers, that they had made a big thing of it, and at the same time 
they had skinned them of their money, and that they had skinned 
English and Scotch out of sovereigns. The English runners gener- 
ally get the luggage of passengers in their office; then if the pas- 
senger does not take passage with them they make a heavy charge 
for storage. The People's Line of boats will carry passengers on 
deck from New-York to Albany for fifty cents each. From Albany 
to Buffalo, contracts are made with the transportation companies to 
carry passengers, with an indefinite amount of luggage, throughout 
the season, 1847, for $1. From the opening of navigation last 
spring till 31st day of July, forwarding companies paid the transpor- 
tation lines for steerage passengers by canal, river and lake, fi:om 
New-York to Chicago, $3, including 65 lbs. luggage; they charge 
emigrants from $5 to $8; luggage costs about 75 cents per 100 lbs. 
and is' charged from $1,50 to $2 per 100 lbs. 

The actual cost for steerage passengers and emigrant cars from 
Albany to Buffalo, thence to Chicago, is $6.50, for which the emi- 
grant pays $12;- this includes 100 lbs. of luggage on the river and 
an indefinite amount on the railroad; the usual rates on the railroad- 
is $1.25 per 100 lbs. A deduction of $3 is made to all passengers 
who stop at Detroit or any point this side on the lower lakes; 
this costs the forwarding companies about $5.50 by rail road; if 
on the canal, (steerage) the charge is $5, and it costs about $2. 
This is up to the 1st of August; on the lakes the rates have ad- 
vanced since the 1st of August, $3, from Buffalo to Chicago, and 
$1 on the lower lakes. 
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( No. a 

Testimony of James Erwin. 

JhuMS Bnoin sworo. I am agent of the Irish Emigraat Society 
of th^ city of New-York. The books produced before the commit* 
tee are the books of the society. One of them is book of arrivals; 
th^ olb^r is the eomplaint }x>ok, in which is entered the complaints 
aittde to the society by emigrants, all of which is in my hand wri- 
tfaq(. I have investigated all of the cases entered in the book. I 
do not know ol any person connected with any emigrant societies 
^ffho are connected with any forwarding offices. 

JfoU hy the eommMee. The books above referred to contained 
nvnerons complaints, detailing frauds, similar in character to many 
ottient mentioned in the report; we forbear to quote from it, from the 
ImI that our report is already too voluminous, and quotations would 
bt mete repetitions of what has already been mentioned. 



( No. 9. ) 

Testimony of Menrin L. Ray. 

JHemmJL, Ray sworn. Resides in New-York; is engaged in for- 
iraiding emigrant passengers to all parts of the western country; 
bas an office; has no connexion with any one or any office: I have 
BO luhners, but advertise in three or four papers; my rates are adver- 
tised, and I never depart from them. The following is one of my 
advertisements: 

[Steamboat cut] " Opposition Office. — ^For Albany, 76 cents; 
Utica^ 1 1.50; Syracuse, Rochester and Buffalo, $2; Oswego, $3; 
Toronto, Upper Canada, $5; Cleveland and Detroit, $5; Cincinnati, 
$7.76; Milwaukie and Chicago, $7.76; PittsburgK, $7. through 
tickets to be had at the above prices at No. 100 Barclay-street N. Y. 

M. L. RAY, Agent'' 



J have koown Mr. Adams to take $13 for a passenger to Buffalo, 
yahfai I would have given him the isame fare at $2. The rates men* 
tioned in my advertisements are for steerage pfussage. 



( No. la ) 

Testimony of P. Hodenpyle. 

F. H. Hodenpyle sworn. la agent of the Netherlands EmigfMrt 
Society; have been since April last. I hav« been in danger fre* 
fsendy of personal violence from the ronners; thqr are HoUuiderii^ 
OennanB, English, Irish, &c Th^e has gone this fiadl, one Holland^ 
er and two German runners to Europe to establish agencies for for* 
wmiding passengers from New-York to the western States and Ter- 
ritorieB. I have been in this country eight years; I nevor went with 
any of them in Europe. 



(No. 11. ) 
Testimony of R. Schoger. 

R. Schoger, being duly sworn, says: I am a director of the Neth- 
erlands Emigrant Society. The firet fraud practiced upon the emi- 
grant is this — the moment a vessel arrives, it is boarded by runners, 
whose first object appears to be to get emigrants to their respective 
public houses. Once there, they are considered sure prey. These 
runners represent the Interest of all the various taverns and forward- 
ing lines. Each party bringing with them their bullies, to fight.off 
their opponents, the emigrant becomes bewildered. As there is fre- 
quent bloodshed upon such occasions, the strongest party carry off 
die emigrants. Previously to going to the taverns, they are told 
that meals will be furnished for 6d. each, and 6d. for lodging, when 
in fact they are charged never less than 2s., and often $1 per meal; 
and their baggage is held until all is paid. The next ordeal thro^is^ 
which the emigrant is obliged to ipasa, \» wJ^eii^^ \iQ^\wfv^V^'''^^^ 
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is meant, that tlie emigrant is taken to the forwarding office and 
then induced to pay their money for their fare to the west; the emi- 
grant being informed that that is the only office in which they cam 
pay their money, the proprietors thereof being sole owners of the 
steamboats, railroads and canal boats throughout the entire route. 
After having thus gained the confidence of the emigrant, he unsus- 
pectingly pays his money, with the assurance that he will have no 
more to pay. The money received, the runner gets one dollar for 
eveiy passenger booked, besides a salary varying from $30 to $100 
per month, which is, divided with the landlord. The next imposition 
occurs at Albany — ^there the head of the establishment is generally 
located, and there the greatest fraud is perpetrated. If they discover 
the emigrant to possess plenty of money, they compel him to pay 
his passage over again, which he frequently does rather than return 
to New York. The next fraud is committed in weighing luggage, 
the emigrant being frequently compelled to pay twenty or thirty doU 
lars for what he ought to get for five or eight. The emigrant then 
thinks himself out of his difficulty, but finds himself greatly mistar 
ken. They are crowded like beasts in the canal boat, and are fre- 
quently compelled to pay their passage over again, or be thrown 
overboard by the captain. 

It is a fact, that the railroads between Albany and Buffalo have 
fanned out the use of their roads, for carrying emigrant passengers, 
to Isaac Newton at a stipulated rate, and that Newton has made a 
large sum of money out of the contract this season. 



( No. 12. ) 
Testimony of Tobias Boudinot. 

Tobias Boudinot being duly sworn, says: Is captain of police of 
the 3d ward. Many of the steamboats that land emigrants from 
quarantine, land at the docks in the 3d ward ; there they are im- 
mediately visited by the runners from the emigrant boarding houses, 
backed by bullies to assist in soliciting passengers to go to the dif- 
ferent houses. As the emigrant attempts to take his luggage frpm.. 
CO board the boat, the runner will endeavor to get it from him, and 
4r ^rcej unless there is a sufficient police to protect Vilm, te"5ttflesvi- 
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ing Hitft ttMfjr Trill Ideep tbl^i a^ 6d. sletlkig for «a<;h meal, m 6d. 
«lei4tiig for lodging, and no 6haiige ttade for dir^ge t)r storage ibr 
l^gttg^* Wbien tlie emigtianl com^s lo pay lib Wlj he k iiete^ 
able to get off at the contract price, but is compelled to pay ftdA 
3& to 60 cents for each meal and lodgings $1.60 for cartage, when 
if it was paid at the thne, it coald not, nnder the law, be buft 81 c. 
and 60 c per day for t^rage for an ordinary si^ed chest, and other 
things in proportion. 

James Lkidmy, ati Englishman, keeps ft bouse 13^ Libeity-^tree^ 
and pots law and justice at defiiance. 

Keepers of forwarding offices frequently give blank tickete Hi 
runners, who sell the tickets to passengers — fill them up and sign 
ihem in the name of the officers — ^pay their passage to Albany, 
when the ticket is found to be worthless. This is a frequent occur* 
roice. 



( No. 13. ) 
Testimony of Willidm Harnett, 

William Harnett^ being duly sworn, says: In 1843, J. D. Steven- 
son forwarded passengers from here to Buffalo, in the steerage at 
$2, and 76 c. per 100 lbs. for extra luggage. Infants under the 
age of 3 years per — j under 14, half price. 



( No. 14. ) 

« 

Testimony of J. Sidney Doane. 

/. Sidney Doane^ resides 32 Warren-street, New-York, being duly 
sworn, doth depose and say: That he was appointed^ health officer of 
the port of New-York in 1840, and occupied that position till 1843, 
when Dr. Van Hovenburgh was a^^ovol^d SxiVv^ ^^r.^* 

[Assembly, No. 250.] ^ 
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That during the season of quarantine, extending from April to 
November, vessels "with 40 or more passengers were obliged by 
law to be visited by him, and were subjected to such quarantine as 
he saw fit to impose. 

That no one was permitted to visit vessels in quarantine, nor have 
access to passengers on the block, without his permission. 

That while he was health officer, the agents of the different emi- 
grant societies had full and free access to the emigrants, in order to 
caution them against the frauds constantly practiced upon them in 
New York, and to give them such other advice as might be deemed 
useful. 

That this permission to agents of emigrant societies was never 
refused. That during his administration, the runners or agents of 
passenger lines were not permitted to have access to passengers, and 
that to the best of his knowledge and belief, no passengers paid their 
passage at quarantine while he was health officer. 

J. SIDNEY DOANE, A. M., M. D. 
Sworn before me, this 18th day 
of November, 1847. 

Thomas Smith, Chairman 

Committee of Investigation. 
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( No. 15. ) 

IN COMMITTEE, 

Jfew-York, October 19, 1847. 

Present, Mr. Smtth, 

Mr. McNamaba, 
Mr, Upham, 
Mr. Chandler, 
Mr. Rutherford. 

Testimony of John C. Allstadt. 

ft 

John C. Jtllstatd^ sworn; says he is a German by birth, has been 
a resident of the United States sixteen years. 

Introduced various tickets, for which passengers had paid, and 
with which they were unable to go to their place of destination. 

> 
I attach one made at Antwerp, on which seven dollars were paid, 

and refused here, of course the emigrant lost his money, and was 

obliged to pay over again; it was translated by J. J. Rickers. 



( No, 16. ) 
Testimony of J. J. Rickers. 

m 

J. J. Rickers introduced a list of prices of passage to various 
places in the United States. The said bill of prices are full canal 
and steamboat rates; passengers can be forwarded at any time during 
canal navigation and one dollar less if runners are stopped. 



m 



[(Lmmm-j 



I 

2 






£ 8 



o 
n 

o 

H 
M 
O 



,^G|jicocp^$p(9«oo>ooooe9'^'«'Tiid> 

^ 1-4 ^4 f-l 1-4 O) 04 04 O C4 CO CO CO CO CO 




/ 



o 

H 

I 

S 



200*0010000 lO o o o o o o o o 
00»0&li0t^0i0i0t^0000t0i0«0k0 

^f^^i-tC^CIC^CO'^iOiOOCOCOOOOOO 



OOrHOiCO'^THTHTH'^OOtfJ 



»o t* »p 

^ -^ O 



TT 



/ 




«(>.«&.] 









B>OOOOOOOOOOP OOQCI oiao 




S2 



[Abseicblt 






K 



/ 



I 

O 



a 



p^O>OOCO<^COOOOiOO>0>*^xjlTi(C)'^ 



• 0«Tj»Tj»»0^000>000»-t^WWCOiO^ 
*» 01,01 OlOICMOlOlCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOxJI 






1^ 






I i2OOOOCOQ0OCOCOiOWW(NC^00OO 
I O iO O O r-« CQ C» O Ol Ol CO CO <0 00 C» O lO o 



380 I «»iO CD CO <0 CO (D t« t> t«K t« t« t^ r« 0000 o 



a 



0> 

a 

.a 

Q 



O 



T*»C^C0^t^0^iOOO0^C000C0t^(NC0Tj» 
OTJ«iO^OOCO»OOOOOOOr-i^CO?OQO'-^ •N 

t-'i^i>t*i>ooooooooooo>o>cjoiCJOrH 



CO 



?t ^ fi c^ 



•H o na 

b $i w 

CO CO a> 









GO 

a 

si 



' d) oj ^-i ••* 
o g 



o 
— .- 00 . - 






H:^ "C 



/ 



<«5 O S N rt ft }Zi N W ^ h4 O U O pM a 



KchSSOi] 



, OOOO9C4C<04(00)C0C0^O^0IW0> 



^WWCTtOMMOSmpjTOC 



Ml 



D OOO wo ipOO 



"MWrfgitfitO'0£-aooioiQ"*K 









f 

! 






I 



i 






»» $ ^ Si q! S C» Cy> ev> Of> 00 oS^ ^ ^ 93 CQ Ca CO 




iSOO^QOiOiO-^iO^iO-O^tQOOiOOOWO 




■«"••• 



SSg-5 



T|» C» 0> CO o <o O W S5 ^ -^ - - 



(D O 



» ' v#'X •'«* ■^' ivj >** ^JT '^r >*^ >** V- VA^ s*# ^^ •— ■ •_• ^5^ 

0000000000000>0>a>C^C^0»C^OQOO 

fl t»«1 l-l t-< 



g 



>H 



/ 









0) 

o 

a 



0) 







II 



» 



n 

Q 

o 

P 









s 

0) 



c 



;000)^Ot<^COi>0000)OdO)00(000 



. 00 t^ Oi CO IQ d>iQb^C»OSO'-i^CO''*iOWiOt* 
ftSf--iG^G^e0.CQC0^^T|(<^Oi0udi0i0t0^a0>0 




iSOOOaOOOOiOOiOOOOiCSOQOQ 
€(&'^;Ot^0a00Oi^»^'*<G»G*©^C*C0C0e0iOC»3Ti« 



0> 



CO 

n 



T|lO>Oi^'^00<O00 Tl« CO C0Olr*0II>t*00000> 
OC0;0^l>OC0»Ol>^00O»-<C0i500»-<G^t^ 

^t't^o^cooooeoooj o>-o o o o o 'n o o 



o 

H 
M 

I 

iz; 

o 



* 






1 



^ 3 § ^ o 






Sf 



o 






^—^ • • «» 5i Jt* • • 




i6 



rASRRMBUf 



13 22 fl 



•;Ot^t^Q000O>O> 



• fH 00 00 c^ o> o o 

*» f-i Fi i-nrt r-1 C^ (>) 




iS lO O O lO lO 






s 



CO 



0)0 o 

CO ^ ^ iQ 



.— .A. 




No. 25a] 



97 



a 
<1 



^ O <^ CO CO CO 0> 



«: xjiQOoooooop 

•-I fl l-l ^ 






0) 



B 






iSo oo o o o 

O O O to O lO o 
«>r-l W Tj« Tj* "^lO 




lO w* 0> »-• lO t^ 
1^ C< OICOCO CO 



o 

o 
Ph 



\ 



\ 






bc 



0^ 






i 



(AfiMMOr 



9 






Q 



.^<^t*t^00QdOSO» 



«: o 00 00 o> d Q o 




5 O O O lO 56 Q 
o kO kO »o I> t* o 



n 

(4 
I 

Q 



Ci C^ ^ t^ ^ Qd iQ 

f-* 00 oS o r?. "^ *^ 
^ -^ ^ 10 »6.io o 



-kj. 



o 

o 

I 

S 



r 
•' 












/ 



/ 




n^m& 






Si^imi 3» 



< No. 17. ) 
TesUmoB^ of Dr. Henry Vaa Hovonburgh. 

October 23, 1847. 

Committee met pursuant to adjourmnent. 

Pre«6iit| Mr. Suvrw, 

Mr. McNamaba^ 
Mr. Upbam^ 
Mr. Chandler, 

Mr. RUTH£BF0RD. 

Dr. Henry Van Hovenburgh, says that he is health officer, sta- 
tioned at Quarantine. When the vessel arrives at Quarantine, th^ 
bealtjli officer visits it, the sick are taken from the vessel and landed 
9t the hospital; previous to the landing of the passengers, a permit 
must be obtained from the custom house to do so, by the merchant or 
cpii^ignee of the yessel, Q^w of Congress;) The person bringing thU 
permit to the health officer, who is the agent of the consignee, is per- 
mitted to go on board the vessel to attend to the landing of the pas- 
sengers, and 9X1 other persons are forbid going on board or having 
any thing to dp with the vesse), and as far as the health officer is able 
to do it, they are prevejated from going on board; this is the general 
nde. An exception to this rule is made in favor of the Emigrant 
Societies, who are permitted to ^o on board at all times. 

It is not uncommon, after the vessel is cleared from quarantine, fbr 
eight or ten boat lpad§ of runners to surround it, they are desperate 
men, and can be kept off only by an armed force. 



(No. 18. ) 
Testimony of David McKee. 

David McKee^ Sworn, — Resides in the cil^ cit ^^2^ 'S.^-^- ^^ 
the Sih day of June last, 1 pxxxcVi^s^ ^ \:v2a«^ \tQia.\jKsw!|,^ ^^•-.'^ 
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Washington-street, to convey two passengers (Elizabeth Frickalton 
and daughter) from this city to Chicago, by steamboat and cabin 
passage on canal, for which I paid twenty dollars and received the 
ticket, now presented to the committee with the endorsement now on 
the back; said ticket was marked to E. M. Teall & Co., 42 Quay- 
street, Albany. I gav6 the tickets to said Elizabeth Frickalton 
and daughter, they also gave her a ticket, and one to her daugh- 
ter, to go to Albany on the steamboat; when they arrived at 
Albany, the ticket was presented to E. M. Teall & Co., who refused 
to pass them. 

A son of Mrs. Frickalton wrote me a letter, dated Albany, 31st 
July, 1847, enclosing the ticket, and also the letter from E. M. Teall 
& Co. ta G. Lowrey & Co., of which the following is a copy: 

Albany, July 31, 1847. 
O. LowBET & Co.: 

Gents: — ^Yours of 29th, was handed in this morning by Mr. 
Frickalton, saying on the 8th of June last, you sent acc't current of 
passengers, and in that acc't, two passengers for Chicago, cabin on 
canal; your acc't of that date, calls for 2 Chicago passengers, steerage 
on canal, 7^. each, canal fare, lake fare blank; and 2 passengers to 
Portland harbor, allowing us $1,50 on lake, $2,50 we paid; and one 
to Whitehall, allowing us 50 cents; also one other to Buffalo, 7s. 
steerage. Now you see we have no account of any cabin passen- 
gers of that date, and we believe you sent us no cabin passenger at 
all. Mr. F. has a ticket from you for two passengers to Chifcago, 
cabin on canal; not mentioned whether steerage or cabin on lake. 
You know you are already in arrears, and to forward these passen- 
gers and take your ticket, we should not be doing justice to ourselves; 
therefore, we return them. 

-^ Yours, &c., 

E. M. TEALL, & CO. 

Witness : — ^Went, after the receipt of the above, to the office 
where I bought the ticket, and foimd that the Company had broken 
up, and the partners gone. I have never received the money back, 
nor any part of it. 
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. ( No. 19. ) 
Testimony of Silas Dexter. 

Mhany Courdy^ ss : — 

SUas Dexter^ of Allen, Allegany county, being duly sworn, s^ys, 
that on the 21st day of October, 1847, he the said deponent was in 
the city of New York, on his way to the town of Little Falls, Her- 
kimer county: that while there he was accosted by one Adams, and 
upon ascertaining thafsaid Adams was engaged in forwarding pas- 
sengers to different parts of the country, he the said deponent entered 
into an engagement with said Adams, as follows: Deponent paid 
Adams six dollars for his own and son's passage to Little Falls- 
Adams said it would be cheaper to pay clear through from New 
York than to pay both at New York and Albany — said Adams gave 
deponent a ticket, which said Adams told deponent would carry him 
to Albany on steamboat, and from thence to Little Falls by railroad: 
that on arriving at Albany, deponent called upon H. D. Smethurst & 
Co., to whom said ticket from said Adams was addressed, and was 
told by said Smethurst that ho could go to Little Falls on account of 
said ticket on a line boat on the canal, but not otherwise. The said 
ticket is herewith annexed. 

SILAS DEXTER. 
Sworn before me, this 2lst 

day of October, 1847. 

A. E, Chandlee, Member of Committee on Frauds^ tfc. ' 

[Railroad Cars.] 

[Canal boat.] Passage Ticket. [Steam boat.] 

No. 1014. Jfew York, Oct. 21st, 1847. 

Received of Mr. S. Dexter $6 . 00 for the passage of two persons, 
making twofvll passengers to Little falls. 
To H. D. Smethurst, 122 Pier, P. Jidam^, Jf. Y. 

Albany. 



as [AsSBMBLt 



( No. 20. ) . 
Testimony of Porter Adams. 

Porter AdamSy being duly sworn, says: My ticketB all oome oiH of 
one book. I consign to different men. My northern passengers I 
cxNwign to E. Mattbevsy 159 Rirer street, Tiroy. H« D. Smethurst, 
1£2 Pier, Albany, for western passengers. I have a written contract 
widi them. There have been passengers back from them, who said 
SmethuFst refused to forward them. I do not know the truth of it 
By my contract they forward passengers by canal, often by railroad, 
to Schenectady ; do not know that they have refused to forward to 
Sdienecta<fy. I have told passengers that I would forward west bf 
railroad to Bufialo. The fare to Albany by steamboat, railroad to 
Schenectady, thence to Utica by pad^et, would be $3; to Buffalo, $5 

A ticket was presented which he said was s^ed by him; sold 
the ticket day before yesterday morning. 

* I did not sell that ticket to Silas Dexter; assuring him that he 
and his son could go to Little Falls from Albany by railroad by vir* 
tue of it. I received (6 in cash for it. 

These men were in front of the office, and were accosted by the 
runner. I made the contract with them. The runner was either 
Shepherd or Kenny; I think it was Kenny. The cost from Albany 
to Little Falls by railroad is from $1 . 50 to $3 more than by canal. 

I act as agent for Smethurst & Co., and do not hold myself indi- 
vidually responsible for my acts. H. D. Smethurst is responsible^^ 
am not authorized by them to contract by railroad beyond Schenec* 
tady, and I never send passengers beyond that point by railroad. 
~i — ^- 1 

• 8e« Silas Dejcter't affidavit. 
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( No. 21. ) 
Testimony of Henry Van Hovenburgh. 

Henry Van Hovenburgh sworn. Is health officer of the port of 
Ne^i^York. The law authorizes the health officer to go on board all 
vessels subject to quarantine^ or visitation by the health officer, md 
no other person is allowed to visit vessels without his permissicm. 
During my administration of the office, all the agents of the esniglti- 
tion societies have been permitted to go on board the vessels as they 
arrive at quarantine; when a vessel arrives from a foreign port, all 
on board being well, the health officer has no power to detain her, 
but gives his certificate, and the vessel passes on. Have no recol- 
lection of having refused the agents of emigrant societies admission 
on board — never when they showed their credentials. The German 
society have had several agents; one by the name of Poulson, anoAer 
by the name of Ricker; does not recollect having refused Poulsqn 
permission to go on board vessels. 

It was the practice, formerly, of booking passengers at quaran- 
tine. Three years ago, the mercantile firms engaged in transporting 
passengers by vessek, or by canals, appointed Jonathan D. Steven- 
son their general agent. His appointment was in writing, and came 
to me in the form of a request, to allow Mr. Stevenson to book pas- 
sengers on the block; at that time all passengers were landed there. 

Stevenson acted for various firms engaged in bringing pas- 
sengers from Europe and in transporting them into the inte- 
rior. He received passage money, and paid it, as I understand, 
to a general agent of the mercantile firms. I do not know what 
compensation he was to receive for his services, and do not know 
what he charged for passage; he had a list of prices posted up ih 
handbills, and published in the papers. I never received any com- 
pensation for any services, except what the law allows, to wit: a 
salary of $450 per annum, paid from the hospital fund, and $6,60 
for boarding and examining vessels from foreign ports; to be paid 
by the consigner or owners of the vessel. 

Mr. Stevenson lived in New-York, and boarded at home ; occa- 
sionally dined with me, or at the hospital. At that time be dvd'&s^ 

lAmemhly No. 260.] C 



34 [ASSBMBLT 

owe me any thing. Never was liable to the amount of a dollar for 
ham in my life, that I recollect. 

There was a steamboat used for the purpose of transporting pas- 
sengers to this city; the boat was used by my permisision. I think 
it was employed by the association of which Mr. Stevenson was 
. agent; there were other vessels employed in the same business; can- 
not tell what proportion was carried by the steamboat; was not di- 
fectly or indirectly interested in the boat, or any other, since I have 
been at quarantine. There were lighters, or sailboats, bonded, for 
bringing passengers from quarantine. As a general thing I have 
lionded all vessels that have made application for the purpose of 
lighting goods and peisons from quarantine. Some three yeare ago, 
j5f ark Evertson's vessel was bonded, and was dismissed by me. I do 
not think he has spoken to me since that time. In the afternoon of 
a Saturday, about three years ago, Mark Evertson took on board of 
his lighter at quarantine, some one or two hundred persons, and 
brought them to the block (which is a dock, a small distance from 
Hie shore at quarantine). From the adverse state of the wind and 
tide, they could not leave the block that night. The following 
moiliing I found the passengers still remaining on the block, and on 
-enquiring for Capt. Evertson, I was informed that he had gone to 
cbarch at Tompkinsville. At about 12 o'clock, M., I saw him, and 
enquired of him the reason why those people were left on the block, 
and not carried to the city of New-York. His reply was, " they are 
as well off there as they would be in the city." I told him they 
certainly ought to have been there early this morning. His answer 
was that he did not care anything about it; he had made his living 
before he came there, and could do so again. He was th^n dis- 
missed from his employment, for having disobeyed my orders and 
directions. 

I have not generally boarded vessels this summer; the deputy 
bealth office. Dr. Harcourt, has done so generally this season. I have 
•seen on board of vessels, when they arrive, cards of boarding 
liouses and forwarding offices, and told that they were put on board 
in Europe, and perhaps they are thrown on board from boats; it is 
possible for men in my employ to send cards on board. Have no 
knowledge of men, employed by the custom house, ever conveying 
cards of boarding houses, or tickets from forwarding houses; runners 
never are allowed to go on board a vessel before the health officer; 
H is possAA^ for them to get on board in the night, or in the lower 
^^. There is a buoy placed about three quarters of a mvk south of 
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quarantine, and another from a quarter to half a inile north of qua- 
rantine — the space between those buoys ^constitute the quarantine 
ground; the health officer has no jurisdiction without or beyond tihie 
:space indicated by those buoys. A vessel may lay in the bay, be- 
low the buoys, an indefinite length of time, and may be boarded by 
any one. 

There is a difference of opinion between the commissioners of 
health and the commissioners of emigration, in relation to the ap- 
pointment of stewards, nurses, physicians and orderlings. 

I think the commissioners of health should have the appointment 
of these officers, for these reasons: The duties of the place would 
be better attended to, which would result from the knowledge that 
they are immediately responsible to the commissioners of health. 
The commissioners of health know better what qualifications theiie 
men should possess, than the commissioners of emigration. 

The health law should be kept separate from the emigration law; 
the health of the State requires it. Does not know that the com- 
missioners of emmigration propose to establish a poor-house at Sta- 
ten Island. It could be done without danger, if there were land 
enough; but to mix paupers with patients at thie quarantine, would 
endanger the lives of the paupers, especially in the summer when 
ther^ are malignant diseases among the patients. When we require 
supplies, we make requisitions upon the commissioners of emigra- 
tion; the supplies have been generally promptly furnished, but there 
have been a number of cases where a second requisition has been 
made for the article. Our requisitions are made weekly, on Tues- 
day; it is important that requisitions be promptly complied with. 
There have been patients sent to the marine hospital by the commis- 
sioners of emigration, at improper hours — after dark. I recollect 
one or two instances when patients, thus sent, have died soon after 
their arrival; this was at a time when there was great excitement on 
the subject of disease. Have solicited,' orally and by letter, the 
commissioners of emigration to defer sending patients to the hospital 
in the evening — stating that it was injurious to health and lives of 
the patients. I think there may have been a dozen times when pa- 
tients have been sent to the marine hospital after dark. I do not 
think the supplies, furnished by the commissioners of emigration, 
equal in quality to those formerly bought by the commissioners of 
health. At one time, some articles of m^AvdTv^V'w^.Nafc^CL^saB^.^^^ 
bjr the commissioners of emigTaWon, ^Jci'dX. \Afii\a\jfc^««!^^*'=^^'*^^^**** 
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e^ccbanged — rnot being of good quality. I sent the apothecary of the 
establishment to the druggist, who had furnished the poor article, and 
Ipot it exchanged; the article was wanted for immediate use— ^the 
dn^ggist exchanged the article willingly. It is necessary that arti- 
cles furnished to a hospital, i^ould be of the iest quality. I do not 
tiiink our bread has been as good as formerly. I have spoken tp 
Mr. Taylor^ general agent of the Commissioners of Emigation, updn 
the subject^ and also to the baker. The flour from which the bread 
'was made, has been in some instances sour and musty; since I spoke 
to them on the subject, and complained to the baker, it has been 
furnished of good quality. This complaint applies to only a portion 
)0f the bread, perhaps four or five times since the Commississioners 
of JEknigration have furnished the supplies. I do not think the Com- 
missioners of Emigration can furnish the articles as promptly as the 
Commissioners of Health. The delay grows out of the fact that we 
make requisitions on them, and they send their agent to make the 
purchase, which takes time. On one occasion we ordered five gal- 
lons of a certain tincture, and they sent eight or ten pounds; we 
were obliged to use substitutes. 

I have been furnished with articles of medicine, when the com- 
missioners of health made the purchases, that were bad, and had to 
be exchanged; never sent for a> particular amount of an article and 
ha4 a smaller amount furnished; I purchased some mackerel at one 
tisQLe, of an inferior quality, which I sent back; in regard to the bad 
bread spoken of, the flour was bad, I think. 



( No. 22. ) 
Testimony of Stephen V. Bropliy. 

Stephen V, Brophy^ being sworn says, that he is an attorney at 
laiw in the city of New-York; Patrick Brady, a passenger in the 
ship New-York, plying between Liverpool and New-York, being 
sick, was, in the month of August last, sent to the Marine Hospital 
at Statenf Island; complained that the 2d mate of the vessel took 
from him his clothing, money, watch, and other goods, stating that 
be would return them when he arrived in New-York, which he has 
never done; witness says that he caused said mate, whose name was 
Ifash, to he arrested; that when Nash, was brought up he admitted 
tA0t ke took Brady's gooda, and had not returned tViem, 
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Another case> very similar in character, happened to Mary Ann 
Ryordan, who, with her children, were passengers in the ship Adi- 
rondack, which arrived at New-York in September last. She has 
swora that her goods, of the value of ^35, were taken by the 2d 
mate of the vessel; they have never been returned; witness caused a 
demand to be made for them; witness says that he called on the 
owners of the vessel, who stated that they would investigate the 
afiak, and if found true they would pay the value of the goods. 



( No. 23. ) 
Testimony of Charles H. Webb. 

To the honorable the legislative committee appointed to investigate 

into frauds on emigrants. 

Gentlemen — Permit me to submit to you the following statement, 
in addition to what I have already stated before you in person: 

I am informed by Mr. Erwin, agent of the Irish emigrant society^ ' 
that from questions you put to him in relation to me, you exhibited 
a desire for information on matters connected with me that he could 
not give, in consequence of being unacquainted with the facts; 

I would state to you that Mr. Robert Hinds is no son-in-law of 
mine; true, he was recently married to a young lady who has spent 
many years in my family, and was in a great measure educated and 
brought up with my own daughter, who regards her as a sister. 

I would further state that I have no business connection with 
Hinds & Co. in their business, directly or indirectly, nor never had. 

These are answers to questions which I believe you put to Mr. '^ 
Erwin. 



As superintendent of the Britist protective emigrant society, it is 
my duty to be careful to what forwarding houses I recommend emi- 
grants who might apply to me for advice. I have been in the habit 
of recommending Hinds & Co., and Wolf & Riescbmulier. Ths. U5l- 
ter however confine themselves "ptwid^^lJX^ \ft W^^\^vew% ^^xskss^^ 
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almost exclusively, by railroad, while the former forward by either 
canal or railroad, as the passenger might choose. • 

These parties have transacted their business with the emigrants in 
syich a manner as in no one instance to give cause of complaint. 
These are the only parties here who have the confidence of the rail- 
road companies, and who have contracts with them by which they 
can forward as far as Buffalo at low rates, charging nothing for lug- 
gage between Albany and Buffalo. 

It is apparent to me, gentlemen, from the enquiries you have made 
of Mr. Erwin, that some communication has been made to you with 
the view of impressing on your minds that I am acting as a for- 
"warding agent, as well as being superintendent of the British pro- 
tective emigrant society; done with malignant feelings, to cast odi- 
um on my character, and if possible injure me. 

This does not astonish me, nor need it be a matter of wonder to 
you when you become sensible of the iniquitous manner in - which * 
emigrants are frequently treated by the persons engaged here as ca- 
nal forwarders, and their runners, on whose operations the British 
protective emigrant society, together with the other' societies, have 
been the only check, and against which societies and their agents 
they bear the most deadly animosity. It is only a^out three weeks 
since, I had some of those canal forwarders indicted for conspiracy 
to defrau^ emigrants who lodged their complaint with me; therefore 
from, them, and all connected with them, the society or their agents 
can expect little to be said of them, either favorable or true. 

I^ have not the least doubt, whoever made the representation 
to you that I was connected with Hinds & Co. in forwarding passen- 
gers, and was a partner in that firm, (I can come to no other conclu- 
sion but such was represented to you, from the questions put to Mr. 
Erwin,) that you will find, on enquiry as to their character, &c., that 
they are connected with those runners and canal forwarders, and reap 
largely of the spoils obtained from emigrants. 

The British protective emigrant society has been more opposed by 
the runners, and every exertion made by them, to prevent the emi- 
grant making application to the society, froo} the fact that the 
English, Welch and Scotch emigrants generally have large amounts 
of money, and these runners, iii cornection with the boarding house 
keepers, can therefore make greater gains out of them, when once 
fiej^get ihem under their control; and it is not unfrequently the case 
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that emigrants are robbed of large amounts at these boarding houses^ 
as complaints of the kind are often made to the society. 

Friday last^ on the arrival of the ship Margaret Evans, from Lod- 
don, one of these runners accosted a party of English emigrants/ and 
represented to them that he was a forwarding agent, and 'Hhe accom- 
panying statement of these emigrants will show you the result of the 
runners* operation."* And of the party thus duped, I had in readi- 
ness on Saturday last, when I made my appearance at the oflSce of 
the emigration commissioners to represent their grievances to you in 
persoQ, but your time appeared too much occupied in examining;^ 
Dr. Van Hovenburgh, to give them a chance to appear before you, 
and they could not remain after 5 P. M., wishing to proceed on to 
their destination, at Chicago. One of these emigrants mentioned to 
the runner, that as he had a card of the British protective society 
given him, he should, before he finally concluded to take his 
passage of him, go and consult with the society, on which the 
runner told him the society was got up by me on purpose to cheat 
^dnd defraud emigrants, and that he was commissioned by the captain 
of the steamboat to forewarn emigrants against me and the society, 
and that he would be charged $5 for advice, which the emigrant ac- 
knowledged detained him from' making application to the socety. 
" Devices of this kind are resorted" to by these runners constantly," 
and it is seldom the emigrant leaves the city before he finds out he has 
beeh cheated; when too late applies for aid. 

I would beg to observe, that were the society's agent possessed 
with authority to visit vessels at the quarantine, many of these im- 
positions on emigrants would be averted. And I would respectfully 
submit to you whether or not the President of the British Protect- 
ive Emigrant Society should not have a voice in the Board of Com- 
missioners of Emigration, by virtue of his oflSce, as well as the Pre- 
sidents of the Irish and German societies, who already have this 
privilege. 

I would also call your attention to the very few English, Welsh 
and Scotch emigrants who have made application to the Commis«- 
sioners of Emigration for relief; and I believe you will find on in^ 
quiry, that from the 9134 emigrants composing the above who have 
arrived since 5th of May to 30th Sept., that their number in pro- 
portion will be but trifling compared to the Irish and Germans. 
It has been a principle with the British Protection Emigrant Socie- 
ty to prevent as much as possible any of their countrymen. ft<ic;^ 

* See aUtement of George Eavet. 



I 

40 [ASSBMBLT 

plying for relief^ should they do so ii is only in cases of extreme 
sickness and destitution. 

If you require me to appear before you to be questioned further as 
to frauds committed upon emigrants, I shall instantly obey your com- 
mands. 

Ihave the honor to be, gentlemen. 

Your very obedient and humble servant, 

CHARLES H. WEBB, 

Sup^t British Protection Emigrant Society, 

Office 42 Courtlandt-st, New-YorKj 
25th October^ 1847. 

City and county of Jfew-York^ ss. 



■'] 



Charles H. Wdby being duly sworn, doth depose and say, that the 
statements in the foregoing communication, are true to the best of 
his knowledge and belief. 

CHARLES H. WEBB. 

Subscribed and sworn, this 25th 
day of October, 1847. 

Thomas Smith, Chairman of committee of investigation. 



( No. 24. ) 

Testimony of George Eaves. 

George Eaves and family, 6 persons, arrived by the ship Marga- 
ret Evans, on Thursday, 21st October; was accosted by a person 
rq)resenting himself as a forwarding agent, who solicited me to take 
passage by his line of conveyance; and that he would take me to 
the captain of the boat; and that the boat belonged to their company. 
I was induced to go with the said person who accosted me to take 
our passage; and he took us to the office. No. 56 West-street, and 
wben we arrived there he introduced me to Wm. F. Hart, who rcf 
presented himself as the captain of the steamboat and took from us 
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six sovereigns^ amounting to $29 4-1003 and returned Us $2 5-100, 
making the passage ^27 for six persons to Buffalo, $4 50-100 each 
person; and that this runner further promised to have our luggage 
brought from the vessel free of charge; and on the arrival of the 
luggage ^^ ^6 l«><lgii)gS9 a demand of two dollars Was made for 
the cartage, which I was obliged to pay before I could get it from 
the carman. 

GEORGE EAVES. 

James Puckridge, served in the same manner by said Hart and hi» 
runners. 

(Witness,) B. D. Irwin. 

Jfew-York, 22d Oct., 1847. 



( No. 25. ) 
IN COMMITTEE, 

Mw'Yorky Oct(Aer 25th 1847. 

Present, Mr. Smfih, 

Mr. McNamara, 
Mr. Rutherford, 
Mr. Upham. 

Testimony of Robert B. Mintiirn. 

Robert B. Mintum affirmed. I am one of the Commissioners of 
Emigration; am concerned in the shipping business — ^^one of Ae firm 
of Grinnell, Minturn & Co., v?ho are owners of a line of packets 
between New-York and London, and also between New-York and 
Liverpool. We have twelve packets in all; have been engaged 
for 18 years in the transportation of passengers. On the arrival of 
our ships, we exercise no control over them until they pass out of 
the hands of the health officer. When a vessel is telegraphed in the 
lower bay, we frequently send down a steamboat to tow it u^^ bwt 
the vessel is under the control oi \J[v^ >ttft^^ ^Sfctf^Xv ^sss3l\»% *^s» 
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quarantiae seqpoD. In the winter it is not usual for vessels to stop at 
quarantine, unless there is sickness on board. The business of tow- 
ing up the ships is distinct from bringing up the passengers. Until 
within the last 3 years the practice was for the health officer to li- 
cense small schooners/ or lighters, by which all the passengers dis- 
charged at quarantine were brought to the city. The suffering to 
which passengers were exposed by this mode of conveyance, from 
being frequently many hours on deck, exposed to sun and rain, and 
frequently arriving in the city at night, induced me to make great 
exertions to change the mode of conveyance, and caused the passen- 
gers to be brought up by steamboats, I perfected^ an arrangement 
with an agent of the " People's Line of steamboats '' to carry pas- 
sengers from our ships, and several other packet lines to this city, 
at a cost somewhat higher than what lighters could be obtained for, 
and now nearly all passengers are brought up by steamboats, greatly 
increasing the comfort of the emigrants. 

This year the competition between steamboats for conveying pas- 
sengers became so great, that various steamboat proprietors proposed 
to ship-owners, myself among them, to bring up Germans without 
any charge; and other passengers at a charge of ten cents each— ^ 
being about half the former price. The reason assigned for such 
proposals being that the boats conveying passengers from quarantine 
were connected with the various Hudson river lines of steamboats, 
and the discrimination in favor of the Germans was, because they 
nearly all took passage immediately up the river, while others fre- 
quently remained in the city. My firm, and several other packet 
owners, thought proper to make arrangements with the most respect- 
able and responsible persons, and selected Wm. S. Root, of Tomp- 
kinsville, who has been a great many years engaged in carrying pas- 
sengers from quarantine to this city, formerly by lighters and latterly 
by steamboat. We preferred him because he engaged to furnish a 
steamboat, which we kn«w^ to be well adapted to the purpose, and 
which was represented to belong to Mr. Isaac Newton. The prac- 
tice is, for us to give Mr. Root an order on the custom-house, to 
receive permits to take the passengers from our ships, the effect of 
which is to give Mr. Root the exclusive privilege of bringing pas- 
sengers from our ships. 

Notwithstanding this arrangement, the avidity of runners and 
steamboat proprietors has been such, that they have frequently gone 
to the custom-house and taken permits without our knowledge or con- 
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sent, to take passengers from our ships, and thus the passengers were 
taken from our control. 

We have never received any compensation from Mr. Root, or any 
one else, for the privilege of taking our passengers from quarantine. 

I have been present at all the meetings of the Commissioners of 
Emigration, when not absent from the city. I have never heard any 
complaints made by Dr. Van Hovenburgh in reference to the quality 
or quantity of the supplies furnished to the Marine Hospital, at any 
such meeting — have no knowledge of poor medicine, or bad or un- 
wholesome bread, and other provisions, having been furnished the 
Marine Hospital. 

Early in the season the board of commissioners met ^twice a week; 
latterly they have stated meetings weekly, but more or less of them 
have been in almost daily attendance at the office. 

I have never heard of any complaints in reference to any articles 
sent to Staten Island for the use of the Marine Hospifal, previous to 
^ the meeting of the committee of investigation. If any complaints 
had been made to the board, I should undoubtedly have heard them. 
When the board meets, the general agent acts as secretary of the 
board, and keeps the minutes. All complaints made at the office 
are entered on the diary kept by the general agent, where a daily 
record is made of all events of interest that transpire in rela- 
tion to the commission. At every stated meeting of the board, the 
diary is read, and such action taken as may be required. There is 
no complaint entered on the diary in reference to supplies furnished 
the Marine Hospital, to my knowledge. It is the duty of ship own- 
ers to land their passengers in New York, when bound to this port. 
The price we paid for carrying passengers from quarantine, previous 
to this year, was, by steamboat, twenty-five cents for each passenger; 
by lighters, about fifteen cents. But one firm did not employ IJght- 
ers. Think my arrangement with Mr. Root was made previous to 
my appointment as Commissioner of Emigration. We pay Mr. Root 
nothing for carrying Germans from quarantine, and ten cents each 
for all others. 

I presume Mr. Root's interest in the matter arises from Lis com\ec- 
tion with the people's line of steamboats. 

The name of the boat is the Gazelle, I thiivk. ?x^va«a& Xr^ \ss:^* 
ing an arrangement with Mt. "Root, Nq^ x^o^\x^^'^ ^iar^\^«^^^s«k 



44 : [AttmBbTi 

Mme responsible person, that proper boats shoiJd be famished. He 
brought us a note from Mr. Newton, by which I learned that th^re 
was some connection between him and Wolf & RieschmuUer. 

The note received from Mr. Newton stated that Wolf & Rieschmul- 
ler were the regular agents of the western railroad, and recommen- 
ded them as entitled to confidence. We, however, never saw them, 
or made any arrangements with them. Our arrangements werd 
made with Mr. Root, and the bills against us are made out in his 
name. We have not had a single complaint of the manner in which' 
our passengers are conveyed to the city; I know that they arc 
brought up in the most comfortable manner, as the officers of our 
vessels superintend their embarkation from the ships to the steam^ 
boat, and they see that they have proper steamboats, and that the 
passiengers are not crowded. 

The following is a copy of Mr. Newton's note: 

[copy.] 

JVcttJ-ForA, June 8, 1847. 

Messrs. Grinnell, Minturn & Co: 

Gentlemen — Messrs. Wolf & RieschmuUer are the regular agents of 
the western railroads for the engagement of emigrant passengers, and 
have acted to entire satisfaction in that capacity for some years. 

Any engagements they may enter into will be promptly and hon- 
orably discharged. 

Respectfully yours, 

(Signed.) ' I . NEWTON. 

Mr. Root lands his passengers at a pier on the North River; do 
not know the number of the pier; do not know whether it is a pub- 
lic or private pier; do not know whether it is owned by Mr. New- 
ton or by Wolf & RieschmuUer. It is not usual for our firm to send 
to the pier to ascertain how or where the passefigers are landed, or 
what dis])osition is made of them— whether they are taken to board- 
ing houses, forwarding offices, or^ whether they are immediately 
transported up the river. I have never, since my appointment, sent an 
agent from the office of the Commissioners of Emigration to ascertain 
nr/iat disposition was made of the passengers. The ship owner has 
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no means of knowing when passengers are to arrive in tbe city. It 
is not usual for them to superintend the landing of passengers. This 
is attended to by agents of the emigrant societies. From ray experi- 
ence as a Commissioner of Emigration I know that whai emigranls 
require aid they immediately come to the office of the commission- 
ers/ to which they are directed by the agents of the emigrant sdcieties 
and others. When we heard that other persons brides Mr. Root 
liad obtained permits from the custom house to bring up our passen- 
gers, we wrote to the collector to give permits to no one but Mr. 
Aoot to bring up our passengers; since which time I believe Mr* 
Root has brought up alloui* passengers. 

All the money paid by our firm into the treasury for the Mdri- 
ners' Fund, is paid under protest. I have always thought that a leite 
smn than one dollar, would be an ample commutation fee, but would 
not recommend a reduction till there shall be more experience had 
on the subject 

During the time they have been in office, the Commissioners of 
Emigration have spent a great deal of their time about the business 
of the commission. 1 cannot tell how much time I have devoted to 
the duties of the commission; when sickness prevailed, I devoted a 
great deal of time to tl^e business. I was a member of the execu- 
tive committee, which required a great deal of attention; cannot tell 
the number of hours spent daily. I have usually stopped at the office 
on my way to my business, again at noon; and when we had a hos- 
pital here I frequently called nights to see to the condition of the 
patients. 

^ At the last meeting of the board, one of the commissioners, Mr. 
Dillon, stated that a complaint had been made to him by an emi- 
grant who had not been properly attended to by one of the clerks in 
the office. The subject was referred to a committee, consisting of 
the Presidents of the Emigrating Societies, who are to report to the 
next meeting of the board. (The clerk referred to is Mr. Thatcher, 
I think.) No complaints have come to the office of Grinnell, Min- 
turn & Co., since the adoption of this system. 
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Communication from Ship aimers. 

Deae Sib : — 

In the early part of the season I hired steamboats to bring up all' 
emigrant passengers that were consigned to me. I paid all expen- 
ses, and the passengers were accordingly landed free of any charge 
to them. Many of the agents of the surrounding lines, then enga- 
ged to obtain passengers for the interior, either by canal or railroad, 
called upon me with propositions, varying from that of bringing ihem 
up for nothing, to that of paying me a bonus of $25 each ship, for 
permission to bring them up, free of charge to the passengers. I 
understood from them all that they sought was a preference in enga- 
ging the passengers for their respective lines.. I made an arrange- 
ment with Mr. Boot, whose principal, I understood, was Mr. Wolf, 
to bring up my passengers during the season, free of expense, either 
to me or to the passengers, and I always thought that this engage- 
ment was complied with. 

I have the honor to be, dear sir, 

Your humble servant, 



J. J. BOYD. 



Robert Tatloe, Esq., Albany, 



We arranged with Mr. W.J. Root for the conveyance of our pas- 
sengers from Quarantine to this city by steamboat, on the terms 
above stated, which were, that no charge should be made for them 
or their baggage. Having confidence from his long experience in 
the business, and his respectable character, that the passengers would 
be brought up in suitable boats, and in the most comfortable man- 
ner, which we have reason to believe has been done, as we have 
never heard of any complaint in relation thereto. 



J^eW'York, J^ovemher i23d, 1847. 



WM. WHITLOCK, Junr., 
SCHMIDT & BALIHEN, 
FOX & LIVINGSTON, 
E. S. HURLBERT & GO., 
JOHN GRISWOLD, 

By ALEX..^\1SX 
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( No. ?6. ) 
Testimony of John W. Mills. 

John W. Millsy sworn; says he resides in this city, is engaged in 
forwarding passengers from New- York west; have contracts with all 
the railroads from Albany to Buffalo, made through a committee ap- 
pointed by them, with Wolf & RieschmuUer, of 144 Greenwich- 
street, New-York, for whom I work. Mr. E. Corning, Mr. Towns- 
end, Mr. Norton, of Albany, Mr. Wilkinson, of Syracuse, I think 
are members of this committee. I am at work by the season for 
Wolf & RieschmuUer; receive no commission, but have a stated sala- 
ry of $1,500 per annum. We procure some of our passengers here, 
and some through our agencies in Europe. I was four years in the 
employ of Harnden & Co., and on my return from Europe last spring, 
I took the business myself. My passengers are taken to the office of 
Wolf & RieschmuUer, who have all the profits of the business, and 
pay me $1,500 a year. I may have sold twenty tickets this year; I 
think not more than that. I do not furnish tickets to others; no 
tickets are furnished out of the office to any one. I have nothing 
to do with the canal lines. I was employed in the years 1842 and 
1843 by the Canal Association, under the direction of Mr. Stevenson, 
I was in the h^bit of visiting Quarantine; did not go on board the 
vessels; went on to the block; received passage money there. We 
always charged uniform prices for passage and freight; was paid in 
gold and silver, occasionally we had a ^draft; the money went into 
the hands of Mr. Stevenson. We paid $4,84 for sovereigns, or we 
paid the regular market price for foreign^ coin; had a tariff furnish- 
ed us twice a week; I never heard of a " knock down fund;" I used 
to tell passengers that we could carry them cheaper than they could 
go forward in any other way; advised them to go directly on bo^rd 
the boats and not stop in New-York. I think Stevenson received 
$1,500 or $1,800 per year for his services; I was paid by the month 
at $80; passengers were brought by lighters, and paid by the mer- 
chants. 

• 

Wolf & RieschmuUer have had a contract with Grinnell, Minturn 
& Co., I think, for discharging their ships at quarantine of steerage 
passengers and luggage. I have attended to that business myself. 
The ships of Oriunell, Minturn & Co% ^x^ ?C\%0kw^^^\5^ "^^&. V. 
Riescbmuller through me. 1 kno^v "VJ'm- ^.^ci^V, 5^S."^««s^^sjsv^^ 
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wbo keeps an office in South street, New-York. Mr. Root has been 
the agent of Wolf & RieschmuUer up to this, 1st of October instant. 
It was usual for Mr. Root to get an order from the ship owner, or 
consignee, on the custom house for a permit to bring up their pas- 
sengers from quarantine; it was my business to take those permits 
and bring up the passengers. Mr. Root was in the habit of having 
the permits from the house of Grinnell, Minturn & Co. for me at the 
office of Wolf & RieschmuUer. 

I, together with Mr. Wilkie, generally go down to quarantine, and 
bring up the passengers. I generally take charge of the German 
passengers. We land them at any place where there is a vacant 
pier, as near the office as possible. The passengers generally go to 
boarding houses, but frequently go immediately up the river. We 
furnish, all we can induce to buy, with tickets, and receive their 
fare. Persons are in the habit of going on board the steamboat with 
tickets for boarding houses. I have carried boarding house cards on 
board myself, frequently enclosed in letters. 

Mr. Root has been engaged in bringing passengers from quaran- 
tine for the various firms for a number of years, formerly by lighters, 
and latterly by steamboats. 

This season Mr. Root has been in the employment of Wolf & 
'RieschmuUer, and gave his permits to myself or IV^r. Wilkie, and 
we bring them to this city. I employ steamboats for that purpose; 
I have employed the steamboats Samson, Geneva, Hercules, Cinder- 
ella, United States, and the Pilot have not seen the steamboat Ga- 
zelle carrying passengers this season, and I know that she has not 
carried passengers from q^rantine this season. The firm of Wolf 
& RieschmuUer have forwarded west, between the 1st of Jan. and 
the 1st of Oct. instant, 14,004 persons, which includes 501 full pas- 
sengers, for which we received nothing, at the request of the German 
Society. 

The annexed is an abstract x)f the business of the firm of Wolf & 
RieschmuUer for the current season: 

John J. Wolf & W. RieschmuUer, New-York, forwarded passengers 

from 1st of January till 1st of October, a. c, by railroad and canal, 

via. Albany, Bridgeport and Philadelphia, (including 501 passengers, 

poor,) free of charge to aU parts of the middle and the western states. 

Total number, 14,004. All receipts from two offices here, Boston, 
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collected in Albany ; office in Quebec, Montreal and Buffalo 

amounts to--- $117,600,00 

' All payments amounts to 113,400.00 

Balance ---- $4,200.00 

Oct 1st, Lake fare due • 249.00 

Profit and loss --.- $3,961.00 

Head money, or commission <paid, from 1st of 

January up till 1st of October $8,088.04 

Head money paid for wages, lighterage and 

premiums for permits - — $ 14,091.16 

Cartage in New- York and Albany 1,422.81 

Total expenses $23,601.96 



To the Committee on Emigration. 

Gentlemen— -I would respectfully beg leave to correct a part of my 
testimony of yesterday. 

I stated that Col. Stevenson was two years for the association at 
quarantine; he was there but one year. The second year, at the re- 
quest of the society and merchant*, Dr. Van Hovenberg allowed 
both the canal and railroad to have agents there, and Col. Stevenson 
was selected to direct or oversee the business, at a small stated salary. 
I also stated that I believed Col. Stevenson received a salary the 
first year. On reflection, I am satisfied he did his business on com- 
mission. Mr. Barnard, who was the treasurer of the association, told 
me Mr. Stevenson must have made some 10 or 15 hundred dollars, 
(although Mr. Stevenson said he made nothing.) This led me into 
the error. 

I also enclose herewith all the bills used in the railroad office, 
to procure or induce passengers to pay their fare. You will find 
the fare in full on all the bills, as I represented; and no deviation is 
made except where we have contracts at a less price, or when we . 
have poor passengers. 

Your*oVt serv*t, 
JOHN W. MILLS, 144 Greenwich st. 

^Assembly, No. 260.] D 
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( No. 27. ) 



IN COMMITTEF, 

Jfew Yorky October 26, 1847. 

Present, Mr. Smith, 

Mr. McNamara, 
Mr, Upham, 
Mr. Chandler, 
Mr. Rutherford, 

Testimony of Ann Steele. 

Ann Steele^ oeing duly sworn, says, that she arrived in the city 
last Friday, in the barque Thetis, from Belfast. Paid her passage to 
this city in Belfast. On her arrival here she stopped at 79 Wash- 
ington street, with a man by the name of Francis Knowles. She was 
directed there by the steward of the vessel. The carman tbok up 
the luggage, consisting of a chest and a trunk. He also took lug- 
gage belonging to others, and went to the house of Knowles; took 
my trunk and chest into the house. As soon as I got into the 
house I became dissatisfied with its appearance, and went out and 
got some tea in company with some* friends from my own neigh- 
borhood in Ireland; after that I returned to Knowles', and asked to 
be shown to a bed, and was taken to a room where there were three 
men and four girls. A young girl who came out with me lodged 
with me that night. When I came down, in the morning I went to 
my chest, and found that the rope had been removed and the lock 
picked. The chest was open, one sovereign and nine shillings ster- 
ling taken from it, together with a letter from Mr. Morrison, my 
minister in Ireland. It was a letter of recommendation from him, 
and a discharge from his communion. I have no relatives in this 
country. New York was the place of my destination. No one on 
board knew that I had any money in the chest. I do not know 
who put the chest in the house. I saw the rope around the chest 
when I went into the house that evening ; it was on top of a large 
pile of baggage f'riday evening, and on Saturday morning it was 
on the floor. I gave the steward of the Thetis a guinea to pay my 
bill aod the removal of my luggage. I have not settled with him 
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( No. S8. ) 

f t 

Testimony of James Erwin. 

James Erwin, being duly sworn, says: Some time on Saturday a 
man came to my office — ^No. 22 Spruce street, and stated that three 
females, Ann Steele being one of them, were at Knowles' and had 
been robbed there. I went down and found Ann (Steele's case as 
she has stated it The other young lady, whose name is Reed, sta- 
ted that she had lost a guinea and a half^ which was taken from 
her trunk. I saw the trunk. 

I talked with Knowles, who declined making any redress. 



( No. 29. ) 

Testimony of William L. Roy. 

William i. Jloy, Sworn. — I am Secretary of the U. S. Emigrant 
Society, and in possession of many facts in relation to frauds upon 
emigrants. Among other things, J. D. Stevenson has heretofore de- 
frauded emigrants by charging them $5 or $6 for passage to Buffa- 
lo, when the price was not more than $3, or thereabouts. He also 
cheated them in weight of freight. (Witness produces various pa- 
pers and extracts from newspapers.) 

The manner of transacting these frauds are something as foIlo\^s: 
Atone time, I took a letter of introduction from Mr. Corning to 
Dr. Van Hovenburgh. The Doctor received me very gentleman- 
ly, but would not allow mc to go on board the ship at all. I was 
then acting in the capacity of secretary of the society aforesaid. He 
said that none of the agents or the secretaries of any of the socie- 
ties, should go on board the vessels. 

I knew of the fact of runners being allowed to ^o ^w\iw«\* V 
found that passengers lost their baggage \yj\iWi% %%\5X.Ni.^ \^ws^ ^2^»s* 
rantine; sometimes on board of oneW^Vct, ^V^!^e '^^'^^ ^'''^Sff* 
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went up on another one. The baggage was landed upon one dock 
and the passengers upon another dock. In consequence of which, bag- 
gage was frequently lost or stolen, and could not be found. The runners 
were men of the vilest character; they were on board the lighters. I had 
complained to (be Doctor of this, and stated it as one of the greatest 
sources of fraud. The agents of all the societies remonstrated with 
the Doctor upon the subject, and told him he could remedy the evil 
if he would, by discharging the captains of the lighters, that done 
so; but he would not do it. The captains of the lighters were paid 
oftentimes $10 or $15, for landing passengers at certain docks in 
the city. 

We saw no other way to protect them, than to procure a dock 
especially for passengers to land upon. The corporation passed two 
ordinances relative thereto; we had a dock built; did not allow pas- 
sengers to be " booked" there, or at any place; did not receive any 
compensation for our services. Some 1500 per day landed at that 
dock after it was prepared; kept 300 per day sleeping in the shed 
to keep them aWay from these boarding houses. 

We found employment for thousands of them from that dock; took 
care of their baggage for them. 

(See ordinance, marked "A.") 

The general cause of complaints, by emigrants, was that the run- 
ners represented that they would be charged only twenty-five cents 
per day, when they were actually charged one dollar per day. 



(A.) 

^n Ordinance regulating the landing of Emigrant aliens in the 

city of J^ew-York. 

The mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the city of New-York, 
do ordain as follows: 

§ 1. All alien steerage passengers, arriving at the port of New- 
York from foreign countries, between the first days of April and 
November in each year, shall, except when otherwise permitted by 
/fc mayor of the city of New- York, as hereinafter provided, be 
Jaodedat the dock or pier AcTcinafter, for that purpose iftaiv^^ted. 
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§ 2. That portion of pier JJo. 10, on Hudson river, at the foot of 
Albany street, projecting northerly therefrom, and usually termed thfe 
^* L'* thereof, being in length about seventy-nine feet, is hereby 
appropriated and set apart for the landing of the passengers referred 
to in the preceding, section; and the sum of three hundred dollara is 
hereby appropriated for the purpose of putting said portion of said 
pier in a suitable condition, to be expended under the direction of 
the committees on wharves, piers and slips of the board of alder- 
men and the board of assistants. 

§ 3. It shall be the duty of every person carrying or conveying to 
the port of New-York, any alien emigrants who are steerage passen- 
gers in vessels not subject to quarantine, to caus^ such aliens, and 
also other alien passengers carried by them, on their discharge from 
quarantine with their luggage, to be landed on the dock or pier 
aforesaid, and the landing of any such passengers elsewhere within 
the city and county of New-York, shall subject the person or persons, 
causing, procuring, or permitting the same to be done, to a penalty 
of fifty dollars for every such passenger illegally landed. 

§ 4. The mayor may, when he shall deem it proper, give a writ- 
ten permission to put any such passengers directly on board of any 
vessel to be conveyed out of the city and county of New-York; but 
any person who shall procure such permit to evade this ordinance, 
or any part thereof, shall be liable to a penalty of fifty dollars for 
every such offence. 

§ 5. The mayor may select from the policemen of the city, two or 
more suitable persons to be stationed at said dock or pier, to en(oi;ce 
the observance of this ordinance, preserve order, and prevent frauds 
and impositions being practiced upon the persons landed there. 

§ 6. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to alter or im- 
pair the health laws relating to the city and county\)f New- York, or 
to diminish or change the powers of any health officer. 

§ 7. All penalties accruing under this ordinance shall be sued for 
in the name of the mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the city of 
New-York, and such penalties shall, when collected, be paid into 
the city treasury. 

§ 8. The ordinance entitled "An ordinance fot \.^<^^^^ks^s^'^fi!&. 
landing of emigrant aliens in the dtj o^ ^«^-X«^;^ «:^5<^\^^^^'^^^ 
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12y 1845, and all other ordinances, inconsistent herewith, are herehy 
repealed. 

Adopted by the board of aldermen, July 14, 1845« 

Adopted by the board of assistant aldermen, July 21, 1845. 

Approved by the mayor, July 24, 1845. 

D. T. VALENTINE, Clerk, C. C. 



- ( No. 30 ) 

Testimony of Hiram Huestcd. 

Hiram Huested, sworn says, he is engaged in forwarding passen- 
gers to the western country; is agent for E. Matthews, of Troy; have 
been employed by Smethurst & Roach; worked for them partly up- 
on commission and partly by the month, in forwarding passengers 
for S. & R.; I gave tickets on the canal in all cases; have received 
from $2 to $6 each; 50 lbs. of luggage on canal and 100 lbs. on 
the river free; 80 cents per 100 lbs for extra luggage; when they paid 
$6 they had cabin fare; I was engaged in booking passengers on 
the dock at Quarantine in 1844 or 1845; employed by Cook & Wil- 
kie; Stevenson had the exclusive right of booking passengers, and 
received the money; I never knew him to book at more than one 
price. 

I recollect when the natives were in power in New-York; resided 
in Boston at the time; was occasionally in New- York; I knew W. 
L. Roy; he had the exclusive use of a pier in this city, by an act 
of the corporation; he had it, fenced in; it was at th6 foot of Vesey- 
street, on the North river. 

A, man by the name of Richardson was also booking passengers in 
connection with Roy; Richardson was a police oflScer that year; I 
know him to have charged all kinds of prices, previous to that, for 
forwarding passengers; know Wm. S. Rook; he is employed by the 
railroad companies in getting pei^mits for landing passengers from 
QuaraDtine^ he is bUso one of the city weighers. 
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I am sure there is as much iniquity among the emigrant societies 
as there is among the runners. 

I was in a boarding house in Cherry-street; a man came up to 
settle his bill, which the landlord made out at $li3; why, says the 
man, ''did you not agree to board me for 6d a meal and 3d for a 
bed?" "Yes," says the landlord, and that makes just 75 cents per 
day. You have been here just eight days, and that makes just 
$18." - 



( No. 31. ) 

Testimony of Moses G. Leonard. 

Moses G. Leonard, sworn, says, he is Alms House commissioner. 
I think the expense of supporting the poor of the city has increased 
during the pa$t season, in consequence of the increase in the price 
of provisions. 

I think the city has been benefitted by the passage of the law cf 
May 5, 1847, but I think had it assumed a different form, a greater 
benefit would have ensued. Instead of the present commission, I 
think the management should have been left to the city authorities; 
I do not charge the commission with having been remiss in its 
duties, but the city authorities could have managed the business with 
much less expense; it would have saved the expense of an entire 
new establishment. 

Our average cost of supporting paupers last year, excluding ofiicers' 
fees, interest of money, and including medicine, nursing, clothing, 
fuel, provisions,, repairs of buildings, support of oxen, horses, &c., 
was 72 cents per week; the year before last it was 87 J cents per 
week; it will be something more this year; this estimate includes 
the support of prisoners in the penitentiary, in the city prisons Lu- 
natic Asylum, and childrens nursery. 
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(No. 32. ) 

Testimony of William F.Havcrmeyer. 

'WilHam F. Havermeyer sworn. Is President of the board of 
Commissioners of Emigration; has been mayor of New- York. 

The law creating the commission also created a fund for the sup- 
port of the emigrants; if that fund is more than sufficient for the 
support of the emigrant, and the surplus could go to the city treasu- 
ry, then the city would be benefitted to the amount of the excess. I 
have no doubt that the present arrangement is much better than the 
old one, for the emigrant, from the fact that they are likely to re- 
ceive more prompt attention now than if they were included in the 
great mass of city paupers. 

I have ho doubt the office of Health Commissioner, as far as the 
collection of hospital money is concerned, may be abolished. The 
Commissioners of Emigration can perform the duties of the office as 
^11 as the Health Commissioner, and the commission now paid that 
officer be saved. 

The general agent of the Commissioners of Emigration does not 
make all the purchases for this establishment; the Commissioners 
employed a Mr. Green to attend to the purchasing of supplies, who 
was so employed until within six weeks, since which time Messrs. 
Craig & Lane, of No. 190 Front -street, have been employed for that 
purpose, for which they receive a commission of 5 per cent, on all 
supplies purchased. 

• We had most of the beds and bedding bought before Craig & 
Lane were employed. Mr. Green was paid a salarj for his services. 
Craig & Lane are in the grocery business. The arrangement with 
them is this: for some time subsequent to our entering upon the dis- 
charge of our duties, the supplies for the marine hospital were pur- ' 
chased by the Health Commissioners, the duties of Mr. Green being 
confined to the purchases for Ward's Islsmd. A requisition having 
been made by the Commissioners of Health for some tea, among 
other things, without specifying the quality of the tea. I instructed 
Mr, Green not to purchase the tea, till he had obtained a sample 
of the article wanted from Quarantine. A sample vj«iS ptocMt^ fcom 
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there, and the tea purchased at 68 cents per lb., in accordance with 
the requisition, by the sample furnished. My reason for pursuing 
that course was, that I had observed in a bill rendered us from quar- 
antine, that there was an item of tea charged at $1 per pound, and 
I wished to give them as good tea as they had before, in order to 
see whether Green had bought as good an article as the sample fur- 
nished by the health officer. I requested Mr. Lane to call at the of- 
fice of the Commissioners of Emigration and examine the quality of 
the two samples of tea, one furnished by the health officer, and the 
sample purchased by Mr. Green. Mr. Lane reported the value of 
one sample to be worth 50 cents per pound, and the other 43 cents 
per pound. 

The sample furnished by the health officer being worth 50 cents, 
in Mr. James' estimation, I deemed it my duty to report these facts 
to the executive committee, who upon consultation concluded that 
some other mode of purchasing should be adopted, by which cona- 
missioners might obtain the goods they required at 'vtrholesale prices. 
It was proposed that Messrs. Craig and Lane be employed to do 
that business; and Mr. Lane was seen in reference to it, who agreed 
to purchase supplies for a short time, without any definite arrange- 
ment being entered into in regard to compensation, as they did not 
know how much time and labor would be required in making the 
purchases, nor the commissioners whether after experience they would 
be satisfied with the plan. Mr. Craig is a brother-in-law of mine. 
Mr. Lane did go on and purchase the goods until about the 13th of 
October last, when the executive committee reported that Messrs. 
Craig and Lane were unwilling to continue their agency for a less 
sum than five per cent on their purchases. The committee expressed 
their opinion that the interests of the commission was promoted by 
the employment of the house in question, as the services of the 
agent formerly employed in making purchases may now be dispensed 
with, and his salary saved, and recommended that the terms proposed 
be accepted, which w»s done. The sample of the tea furnished from 
the quarantine was shown to the gentleman from whom the bill was 
pClrcKased, in which the tea was charged at one dollar per pound, 
idio after examining it stated that it was not a sample of that tea. 
Messrs. Craig and Lane still continue to purchase the supplies for 
the Commissioners of Emigration. As the president of the board, I 
attend daily at the office of the Commissioners, and during such at- 
tendance do not recollect of having heard any person complain of 
any- impropet' conduct on the part oi ^xs^ ^i ^^ %>S^x^\aa^saw ^ "^^^^ 
establishment towards emigiants. 
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In relation to medicines purchased for the Marine Hospital, the 
purchases previous to August were made by the health commission. 
In that month a bill was presented to the Commissioners of Emi- 
gration, from the Commissioners of Health, amounting to about $850, 
for medicine furnishied during the month of June. Many of the items 
appearing to the Commissioners of Emigration to be overcharged, 
one of their number selected from the bill rendered some of the most 
important items, and instituted an enquiry as to the price such arti- 
cles could be procured at, who called upon Messrs. Lawrence and 
Keys for that purpose, who named the prices at which they would 
furnish such articles. The prices named by them were from 20 to 
50 per cent less than they were charged in the bill furnished by the 
Commissioners of Health. When the druggist applied for the pay- 
ment of his bill I refused to audit it, on the ground of overcharge; 
and upon remonstrating with him about it, he subsequently rendered 
another bill, making a difference of about $150 in our favor, from 
the bill first presented, which was paid. There has been no for- 
mal complaint made to the Commissioners of Emigration by the 
health oflScer, in relation to the quality of the provisions or the quan- 
tity of the medicines furnished for the Marine Hospital. I know it 
to be the disposition, as far as I am concerned, and I believe it to 
be the disposition of the rest of the Commissioners of Emigration, to 
meet the wishes of the Commissioners of Health, in every respect, 
and I am satisfied that every thing has been done to furnish the sup- 
plies for the Marine Hospital promptly. 



( No 33. ) 

Testimony of David C Golden. 

David C, Colden, sworn; says he is one of the Commissioners of 
Emigration, has been in the habit of calling at the office of the 
commissioners at least once a day, and son|ietimes oftener; has been 
in attendance as late as twelve o'clock; generally attended the week- 
ly meetings of the bo^rd; complaints has been made at those meet- 
ings of the conduct of some of the officers;, the nature of the com- 
plaints was, injudicious discharge of the duties of the office^ and in-^ 
competency;. in one case, a committee of investigation was appoint- 
ed, who enqmred into the matter. Dr. Hasbrook is the officer refer* 



No. 250.] 59 

red to in relation to the other complaint, action was taken and the 
party was discharged; is also president of the St. David's Society, 
and believe as far as my experience can inform me, the operation of 
the law appointing the Commissioners of Emigration has been con- 
ducive to the benefit of the emigrant, and of incalculable benefit to 
the city. 



( No. 34. ) 
Testimony of Wm. V. Brady. 

Wm. V. Brady, sworn; says he is Mayor of the city of New- 
York; complaints are made at my office daily by emigrants, that 
they are defrauded by boarding house keepers, runners, &c. Has 
had occasion as Mayor of the city, to send emigrants applying for 
assistance to the office of the Commissioners of Emigration, after 
they had been refused aid and ejected from that office; in such cases 
generally sent his messenger with them, who reported that the clerks 
of the Commissioners had stated that the persons were insolent and 
abusive, and not entitled to be taken charge of by them; in some 
instances he thinks the persons we e entitled to the protection of the 
law, but in consequence of the insolence of the persons making ap- 
plication for relief^ the clerks of the Commissioners of Emigration 
refused them aid under such circumstances; the persons generally 
were coming and going from my office to the office of the Commis- 
sioners of Emigration; does not know what became of them, but 
consider that they were taken charge of by the Commissioners of 
Emigration; does not know whether the expenses of the city for the 
support of the poor has increased or diminished since the passage of 
the emigrant law; but believes they have not diminished. From my 
knowledge as Mayor of the city of New-York, I consider the city 
would be benefitted, and the emigrant as well taken care of if the 
city received the commutation fee now received by the Commission- 
ers of Emigration, and the State would be just as well off if the 
city authorities were compelled to carry out the provisions of the 
law of May 5, 1847; considers the sanatory laws should be kept 
distinct from the emigration laws; considers it necessary that some 
person should discharge the duties of Health Commissioner; but aft 
far as the collection of moneys is coucerck^^^ %K3 ^^^ ^^ssss^ ^^^^ 
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perform that duty; should it he performed hy the Commissioners of 
Emigration, it would he a saving to the State. The resident Physi- 
cian and the Health Commissioner is seldom present together when 
permits are granted for discharging the cargoes of vessels; blank 
permits are sometimes left signed by the Health Commissioner, which 
are afterwailds filled up by the clerk and issued in his absence. Is 
one of the Commissioners of Emigration, and while the board met 
at my office, I generally attended their meetings; since their remo- 
val, in consequence of my official duties as Mayor, I have been pre- 
vented from attending so regularly; on oiie occasion I spoke at the 
meeting of the board, and complained of the manner in which emi ; 
grants were treated by the clerks in the office; the clerks in the 
Mayor's office do often complain to me of unkind treatment of emi- 
grants by those employed by the Commissioners of Emigration. At 
t|ie time 1 called the attention of the board to the case above refer- 
red to, it was in the month of July, when the office of the Commis- 
sioners was in confusion; from complaints made to me, have spoken 
to the clerks personally; they excused themselves on the ground of 
insolence of the applicants. 



( No. 36. ) 

Testimony of Gregory Dillon. 

Gregory Dillon^ sworn: Says he is President of the Irish Emigrant 
Society, and ex-officio, a Com'r of Emigration. — ^I attend at the of- 
' fice of the Irish Emigrant Society every day, and spend most of the time 
there. The society is a benevolent one; we have agents who we 
send on board vessels , to give all necessary information to immi- 
grants, as they arrive. When they are defrauded they come in great 
numbers to our office for assistance and advice: we rectify errors and 
redress grievances, as far we are able to do so. I have frequently 
gone and got abuses corrected; our interference has, in many instan- 
ces, been found more efficacious than the interference of the consti- 
tuted authorities. I cannot say that I have heard complaints prefer- 
red against the Commissioners of Emigration. I have myself com- 
plained of the bad treatment of some of the officers, or clerks, of the 
Commission, to an individual, who had been at the marine hospi- 
ia), had been discharged, I think prematurely, from .quarantine, and 
^Mipe to the oSce of the Commissioners of Emigration', the genera 
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agent, and also the commissioners were absent; the clerk took the 
advice of Drs. Vache, Harris and Johnson, as he told me, who in« 
formed him that, the emigrant was not a fit subject for relief, that 
he was able to work, but unwilling to do so; the matter was referred 
to a committee, which has not yet reported; I am a member of fliat 
committee. I have always considered Mr. Thatcher a very humane 
person. We are satisfied that in that case Mr. Thatcher had been 
guilty of doing wrong, notwithstanding, he did so by the advice of 
Dr, Vache and others, and that upon a repetition of the wronjg, we 
shall recommend his immediate removal, and of all others who are 
guilty of like improprieties. 

I have a very favorable opinion of the working of the new law— 
that it is a great advantage to the emigrant, and also to the interest 
and character of the state and city — under the old law, persons 
would come to our office for relief; we would send them to the agent 
of the Consignee, and he to the Commissioner of the Alms-House, 
neither of whom would affijrd the relief sought, and, in many instan« 
ces, the emigrant would suffer; now it is not so. I think that had 
it not been for the new law, the city would have been deluged with 
pestilence, from the neglect. I think the commutation fee cannot be 
reduced at present with propriety; we have not had sufficient experi- 
ence of the operations of the new law, to determine the propriety of 
reducing it; we have got to pass through the winter season before 
we can determine. 



( No. 36. ) 
Testimony of James Harcort. 

James Harcort sworn. I reside at the Quarantine, and am first 
mate of the hospital, and deputy health officer; was appointed by 
the Commissioners of Health. I represent the health officer in his ' 
absence I think I have boarded at least two-thirds of the vessels 
as they arrive the last season, perhaps more. I receive $1500 per an- 
num, which is paid out of the hospital fund. The health officer has fees 
for boarding and examining vessels; for all foreign vessels he re- 
ceives from the owner or consignees of the vessel, $6,50; for all 
coasting vessels under 100 tons, %\\ Siks^ \^ \J5k \^^ \si\s^>f^N 
over 160 tons, $3. When 1 \>owd ^ ^^^jb^V^ ^w& \:iaVN^^^ ^ 
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bim as a deputy; I perform two-thirds of the duty of the healtih of- 
ficer in boarding vessels. I think I have seen the emigrants in pos- 
session of bills or cards of city boarding houses; some 3 or 4 days 
ago I saw an instance of the kind; a passenger had a card which he 
received in Liverpool. I know that bills are furnished to emigrants, 
but have never known a custom house officer to convey cards on 
board; there are bills printed in the German language, taken on 
board foreign vessels by persons in the employment of the health 
officer at quarantine; these bills give general information in rela- 
tion to the country, routes of travel, &c. The trustees of the sea- 
men's retreat have given the collection of their money to Mr. Rob- 
ert M. Hazzard. He had little handbills printed and sent on board, 
giving information to masters of vessels of the place where it can 
he paid. I have no doubt runners and agents go up to the city 
with emigrants on board the steamboats. 

• 

Samson, Hercules, Pilot, Chief, and other steamboats have been 
engaged in transporting emigrants from quarantine to New- York. 

I believe the arlicles of medicines and other stores furnished by the 
Commissioners of Emigration to have been good. I have no com- 
plaint to make; but very seldom eat at the hospital; buy my own 
provisions ; but occasionally dine there ; generally see the meals 
served up. 

My salary is paid by the Commissioners of Emigration, out of the 
marine hospital fund. The health officer has other duties to perform 
besides boarding vessels; he has the general charge of the hospital 
and establishment. His business, as health officer, calls him to the 
city often during the sickly season. Boarding vessels that have ma- 
lignant diseases on board is very dangerous business; the person do- 
ing it exposing his life and health. 

I do not know that boatmen receive compensation for distributing 
bills on board vessels. I do not believe any cards from boarding 
houses or forwarding houses, have been distributed on board vessels 
by men employed by the health officer. 
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( No. 37. ) 
Tes inony of James B. Johnson. 

James B. Johnson being duly sworn, says: I am visiting physician 
of the Commissioners of Health; my duty is to visit sick emigrants, 
and to decide whether they are fit subjects to be sent to quarantine; 
in the discharge of my duty I am in the habit of visiting the office 
of the Commissioners of Emigration daily, from 9 o'clock, A. M., 
until 5 I*. M., at intervals. During these visits I have never seen . 
any bad treatment of emigrants by any of the clerks in the pffice of 
the Commissioners of Emigration, and found them to be as kind and 
attentive as men filling such situations could possibly be, having to 
deal frequently with frivolous complaints and demands. I have visi- 
ted a kind of a receptacle for the sick emigrants, situated in the 
yard of the old alms house, during the month of June; do not know 
whether it was fitted up or employed by the Commissioners of Emigra- 
tion or not; it was a kind of temporary shelter until the patients could 
be sent to quarantine; have never seen any of the sick lying on the 
/ground; they were not so crowded as to be compelled to lie there; 
have never complained to any person in relation to the manner in 
which emigrants were treated at the office of the Commissioners of 
Emigration; never knew an instance where the Commissioners of 
Emigration or their clerks refused to receive and provide for per- 
sons that I have recommended as proper persons for their care and 
attention; it being my duty every day to send some applicants for 
relief to the office of the Commisioners of Emigration, I am* aware 
of a complaint made by an emigrant against Mr. Thatcher, one of the 
clerks in the office of the Commissioners of Emigration. The appli- 
cant stated. that he was. sick, and desired to be taken oi^ as he had 
no money. Mr. Thatcher submitted the case to me as a physician, 
and on examining the person, I found he was not sick, and uot a fit * 
subject for the Marine Hospital, to which place he desired to be 
sent. The emigrant then began crying, and refused to leave the of- 
fice, insisting that the Commissioners of Emigration were bound to 
take charge of him, as he was sick and unable to work. I then ad- 
vised him to enlist, when he replied that he had enough of that, as 
he had been in the British army for a short time. One of the clerks 
then offered to procure him work, but he leJxsfieiL ^xv **Csife ^^\«A *^5ck&. 
he was Dot able to work; but my oiprnvoii ^^'^ ^^^ ^^ ^'^^ ^ctw^ 
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enough to work. Think he is not capable of judging whether the 
emigrants have been benefitted by the passage of the law appointing 
the Commissioners of Emigration; his opinion of the law was at 
first unfavorable, but has since undergone a change on account of a 
number of cases which came under his own observation when the 
emigrants were well taken care of. 



( No. 38- ) 

IN COMMITTEE, 

% Assembly Chamber^ Albany y Jfov. 10, 1847. 

Present, Mr. Thomas Smith, 
y Mr. McNamara, 

Mr. Upham,- 
Mr. Chandler, 
Mr. Rutherford. 

Testimony of John O. Cole, 

John 0. Cole^ being duly sworn, says, that he resides in the city 
of Albany, of which city he is police justice; that he knows that 
from complaints frequently made to him, great frauds are practiced 
upon emigrants. 

They generally land in New-York, and buy tickets there, with the 
understanding and assurance that they are to be forwarded on to their 
place of destination with their luggage without further charge, and 
when they arrive at Albany, the person to whom they are consigned, 
denies the authority of the persons of whom the tickets were 
bought; if the tickets are accepted, the emigrants are required to 
pay exhorbitahtly for the transportation of their luggage, and are, 
undoubtedly, often cheated in its weight. 

He refers, in proof of this statement, to the depositions following, 
marked A, B, C, &c. 



(A.) 

Testh|iony of Bernard Ms^foti. 

The People, ^ 

vs. > .Albany county^ ss^ 

Henry D. Smethurst, j 

Bernard Marron, being duly cnRrorn, says^ tbat be landed in Que* 
bee in July last, and came to Albany tor the purpose of going; to 
Buffalo^ in this State; that two of bis sisters and another female was 
in company, who were on their way to Columbus, in Ohio; that 
they arrived in Albany the on first i^y of August, and was directi^ 
by arunner to the office of Henry D. Smethurst, to get passage; that 
he agreed with the said Smethurst, or some one in his office, f6f the 
passage of the females to Columbus in Ohio« ton tweiily-one dolkm^ 
and paid the money and reeeired tickets for their passiage on a canal 
boat to BufiUoy and other tickets addv«Med to E. D. Roi^inson It 
Co., Buffalo, for their passage to Columbus, in Ohio; that himsefiT 
went by the railroad to Buffalo, and arrived there seven days before 
the females arrived by canal; that upon presenting the tickets to 
Robinson for the purpose of getting a passage for, the females to Co* 
lumbus, Robinson told him that he could not send them on those 
tickets; that Smethurst had never sent him passengers before, and he 
was not sure of his pay; that he would send by telegraph to know 
whether he should send them on; that after waiting two days, Rob- 
inson said he could get no answer back, and he refused to send 
them; that deponent paid the passage of the females to Columbus, 
four dollars and fifty cents for each of them, himself remaining in 
Buffalo. 

his 

BERNARD + MARRON. 

mxirL 

Sworn before me, this ) 
19th day of Oct., 1847, ) 

J. 0. Cole, 

Police Justice. 

[Assembly, No. 250.] E 
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( B. ) 

Testimony of George Lomasu 

The People^ 

vs. 

Henbt D. Smethubst, 

George LomaSy being duly sworn, says, that on the 13th of Oc- 
tober instant, he agreed with a person in the city of New-Yofk, to 
pay $20 for the passage of himself and family to Pittsburgh, and to 
pay for freight not over $1 per hundred; and he received a ticket 
and was directed to call upon Henry D. Smethurst, in this city. 

On arriving in this city, he went to Smethurst's office, who re- 
ceived the ticket, and then charged him $29 for extra luggage; de- 
fendant told him of his contract in New-York, and asked Smethurst 
Sat his ticket back; he refused to give it, telling defendant to help 
himself. 



GEO. LOMAS. 



Sworn before me, this ) 
14th day of Oct., 1847. j 

J. 0. COLE^ 

Police Justice. 



(C.) 
Testimony of Bridget Moore. 

Jllhany County ^ ss. 

Bridget Moore^ being duly sworn, says, she landed in New- York 
about three weeks ago; her sister with two children, and herself 
with one child; came from Liverpool, in the ship "Gate Hunter;" 
that on arriving in New-York, being entirely destitute, having no 
means to get a lodging, they slept two nights in a station house, and 
then they were taken up to the City Hall; there a gentleman wrote 
to her brotber^in-law in Toronto, (his name is William Baker) and 
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the gentlemen in the City Hall received twenty-five dollars from 
Toronto for her and her sister, as he informed her, and the gentle- 
man got the ticket now shown, and paid sixteen dollars for it, and 
gave ber the rest of the money, after spending something for their 
nourishment, and told her that the ticket would take them to Toron- 
to; and the same gentleman took them to the steamboat, and told 
her to go to the office where they were to be shipped, and it would 
be all right. They arrived in Albany this morning, and this morn- 
ing she was shown to the office where she was to show the ticket 
The ticket is as follows: 

PASSAGE TICKET. 

JfeW'Yorky Jfavember 8, 1847. 
No. 128. 

Received of Bridget Moore, & Co., 

in full dollars cents, for passage of three persons from 

New-York to Toronto. 

WILLIAMS & GUYON. 

O. N. Chapin, 97, Pier. 

P. N. HussT, Agent. 

The gentleman in the office in Albany, to whom she showed her 
ticket, refused to send them on. 

her 
BRIDGET I- MOORE, 
mark. 

Sworn before me, this ) 
10th day of Nov., 1847,) 

J. 0. Cole, 

Police Jugtice 
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( D. ) 
Tfistknooy of HoiaJLio F. j^rd. 

ffar^ti^ Ff W^d, beiag duly swoi^, <iay», he saw Bric^gct Moore^ 
the pei«^n now prc^nt, tbia motniag, on tU pier, neax the office 
of Ok N, Cbapio, Bod w^nt iftto Cbapia's office Vfith ber, and 
sb^wfid the ticket to Ch^'m, v bp refused to forward them oji^ 
Chopin ftdtniUod tbe tieket was sigi^d by persons who had been hi^^ 
agents or had been sending passengers to him, but he bad sent tbem 
word some time ago, not to forward any more passengers, but they 
kept sending them to him; Le absolutely refund to send them on. 



HORATIO F. BIRD. 



Sworn before me, this 3[ 
10th day of Nov., 1847, ) 

J. 0. Cole, 

Police Justice, 



( E. ) 

Testimony of Christian Duensing. 

City €nd Qotisiif/ of AUnmy^ ss: 

Christian Duensing, being duly sworn, says, that he is a native of 
Hanover; that he arrived at the city of New York on the 28th of 
October, 1847, and soon after applied to Briscb & Co,, of New York, 
for the passage of deponent, his wife and four children, from New 
Xork to Chicago, in Illinois ; that said Brisch & Co. agreed with de- 
ponent to carry him, his wife and four children to Chicago, calling 
them all equal to four and a half full passengers, at nine dollars each 
passenger, amounting to $40 . 50; that this deponent paid to said 
Brisch & Co. said sum of $40 . 50, and said Brisch & Co. promised and 
agreed to carry deponent and his family, as above, to Chicago, with- 
out extra charge, and that the freight on said luggage should be in- 
cluded in said sum of $40 . 50; that Brisch & Co. then gave depo- 
joent a passage ticket ioT himself and family through to Chicago, di- 
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rected to one P. Piiff, No. 6 Hamiltoh street, Albany, ttnd also a pa- 
pef in the German languagei certifying that the luggage of deponent 
tod one William Huer, trho was in comipany with deponent, should 
be cartieri free, without ibrther chak-ge, together with a steamboat 
passiage ticket from New York to Albany. Deponent and family, in 
compan'y with said Huer; arrived at the city of Albany about day- 
break on the mdrniag of the 29th instant; that so6n after, said PdT 
came on board th)e steamboat, and the deponent gave to Paff the 
said steamboat ticket ; that deponent then went to the pa^^age office 
of H. D. Smethurst, in this city; tliat while thei^e a person, whom 
thiS' deponent belietes to be in the employ of said Smethurst & Go., 
and whose name deponent has been informed is Shoemaker, de* 
manded of and took from deponent the said passage ticket through 
from New York to Chicago, which deponent received from said 
Brish & Co. in New York, and refused to return the same to depo* 
nent; that a person, whom deponent is informed and believes, is in 
the employ of said Smethurst & Co., and whose name deponent is 
told is Shaver, while looking at the said certificate in the German 
language, which deponent was holding in his hands, that said Shaver 
might read it, the said Shaver snatched it from deponent and put it 
in his pocket, at the same time saying that said certificate was a Jet" 
ter in which deponent had no concern, and that deponent had no 
right to the same. That in the afternoon of the same day, deponenffi 
luggage was weighed by said Smethurst & Co., their agents, and 
was found to weigh 1060 pounds, or thereabouts; that during the 
same afternoon a man, whom deponent believes to be in the employ 
of said Smethurst & Co., and whom deponent is informed is named 
Smith, told this deponent that deponent must pay extra compensation 
for carrying deponent's luggage to Chicago, in addition to the sum 
deponent had already paid Brish & Co. in New York, that deponent 
must pay $5 more, and a short time after this, claimed that deponent 
must pay $47; that this deponent did then pay said Smith eight 
double louis d'ors, worth $7. SO each; that deponent first laid upon 
the counter four double louis d'ors, which said Smith immediately 
snatched up; that deponent then borrowed of said Huer, who was 
standing near, four other louis d'ors, which deponent also laid on the 
table, and said Smith immediately took up and retained; that depo-' 
nent did not demand any back, as deponent had not time to estimate 
the amount paid or demanded by said Smith; that some time after, 
said Smith returned $2 . 50 to deponent; that deponent, in company 
with H. C. Whelpley, Esq and Henry Schroeder, called upon said Smith 
and demanded of said Smith the return of said avoxike^. ^^^"^^^Sssic 
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admitted he had received said sum of money from deponent, and 
had paid the same to said Paff. Depbnent then called Ofn said Paff, 
and demanded from him the return of said money. Said PajQT ad- 
mitted that he had received said sum from Smith, but that he Paff 
had since paid the same to said Shoemaker, the clerk of Smethurst 
& Co.; that on applying to Shoemaker, he at first denied that he 
had received said money, or any part thereof, and that he knew no- 
thing of the matter; that soon after this, said Paff and Smith came 
in, and said Shoemaker then admitted that he had received said mo- 
ney from Paff and Smith, but denied that he had received any money 
from deponent. That Mr. Whelply, in behalf of and at the request 
of deponent and said Huer, in presence of deponent, demanded from 
Shoemaker the sum of $163 . 90, or any amount he had wrongfully 
taken from deponent and said Huer as above, and said Shoemaker 
refused to return said money, or any part of it. Deponent further 
says that he caused to be demanded of said Shoemaker the tickets 
which deponent had received of said Brisch & Co. in New York, as 
aforesaid. That said Shoemaker, of whom the demand was made, re- 
presented that the same had been sent to ^ew York last evening, but 
believes that the same is not trae; that said tickets have this day been 
fihown to several citizens of Albany, and among others to David Os- 
terhout, of the city of Albany. Deponent ftirther says, that said 
Smith, at the time he demanded said money, stated to this deponent 
that the canals cost a great deal of money, and that the money re- 
ceived from deponent was to be paid to the government, and that he 
received the same as the agent of government. 



F. H. C. DUENSING^ 
Sworn to before 
30th October, 



e me, this ) 
p, 1847. > 



J. 0. Cole, Police Justice. 
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(F.) 
Testimony of William Heuer. 

City and County of Mbanyj ss : 

William Heuer, being sworn, says: That he is a 
native of Hanover — that in company with Christian Duensing, whose 
affidavit above, arrived in New York with said Duensing — that he has 
been in company with said Duensing since his leaving New York; 
that he has heard the above affidavit of said Duensing read, and believes 
the contents thereof to be true. That deponent made the same bar- 
gain with Brisch & Co. for the transportation of deponent and fami- 
ly to Chicago. His family consisting of himself, wife and four chil- 
dren — two relatives called 4J full passengers. That deponent paid 
Brisch & Co., the sum of $40,50 for the transportation of family and 
luggage to Chicago; deponent received of Brisch & Co. tickets simi- 
lar to those described in Duensings' affidavit; that on arriving at this 
city, the agents of said Brisch & Co. refused to forward deponent, 
family and luggage, unless deponent should pay, in addition to the 
sum paid flrisch & Co., $90,00; that deponent paid to one Smith, a 
person in the employ of H. D. Smethurst & Co., 14 double louis d'(M«, 
at $7,80 each; that said Smith paid deponent nothing back, pretend- 
ing that said Duensing owed said Smith $5, and he, Smith, should and 
did retain it out of the sum paid by deponent; that deponent has ta- 
ken the same means as said Duensing has, and as related in his above 
affidavit, for the recovery of the money, so wrongfully taken from 
deponent as aforesaid; but said Smith refuses to letmn tibe same, or 
any part of it. 

WILHELM HEUER. 



Sworn before 
30th October 



me, this ^ 
, 1847. 5 



J. O. CoLB, Police Justice. 
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(G.) 
Testimony of Robert Rol^rty* 



State of New-Yobk 
Erie county. 



']"■ 



Robert RobertSy a Welshman, of the 8^ of 55 years, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says, that on the 12th day^of November, 1846^ 
I jpaid in the city of New York, at the office on the wharf, opposite 
the landing of the steamboat Isaac Newton, the sum of twenty-five 
dollars and seventy cents; that is to say, five ^sovereigns (in gold),. 
9nd one dollar and fifty cents in silver, for the freight and passage 
^ four full passengers and their luggage, from New-York to BujQfa- 
lo, for which I received a ticket, being told at the same time that 
their agents would call on me at the boat on her arrival in Albany,. 
and that I must show them my ticket, and they would put me and 
mj company and luggage aboard of a boat for Buffalo. They then 
put me on boaJd the steamboat Isaac Newton, together with my 
comrades and luggage, and we arrived in Albaoy on the morning of 
the 13th of November, 1846, and was called upon by persons, who, 
on seeing my ticket, represented themselves as the agents of the per-* 
sons who had given me the ticket in New-York, whose name or 
names I do not know. The agents, on seeing the tickets, said it 
was all right, and wished me to show my luggage, which I did, and 
put my ticket in my pocket.. In about half an hour the agents, as 
they represented themselves, returned to the Isaac Newton, and said 
the boat was ready, and desired me to assist them in getting my lug- 
. gage out, which I did. They had it put on a cai t and taken to a 
♦ storehouse, and I followed on, supposing it to be all r^ht. On ar- 
riving at the warehouse they insisted upon my paying fifty cents 
cartage, to which I objected, as I had paid in New- York for my 
passage through to Builklo. They insisted upoiv the payment, and 
said they would levy upon my goods if the amount was not paid, 
whereupon I paid the fifty cents. No boat being in readiness, I 
went into the city to procure breakfast &c. In the course of the 
day, say about one o'clock, P. M., and when I was not at the ware- 
house, my luggage was put on board the canal boat Attica, and as 
the said boat was about leaving the dock near the warehouse above 
referred to, one of the same individuals who came lo m^ on boacd 
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tbe Isaac Newton on her landing at Albany, and who at that time 
represented himself as the agent of the company in New York, whose 
ticket I showed him, and took me by the collar as I was about leav- 
ing the warehouse to go on board the said canal boat, and demanded 
that I should pay for my passage and luggage from Albany to Buf* 
falo. I remonstrated with him, and told him I had paid in New- 
York, and reminded him of what took place on board the steamboat. 
He replied, the folks in New-York have cheated you; they have ^ 
swindle you out of your money, and you taust pay us, or we shall 
send an attachment and levy on your goods. He then asked me to 
show him my ticket, which I did, holding it in my hand, whence it 
was snatched by some one in the office from my hands, and retained, 
or rather the person taking it immediately left and went out of my 
sight, so that I was unable to procure the possession of the said 
ticket afterwards. 

At about this time a gentleman near the door, a stranger to me, 
advised me to pay the amount xlaimed and go on with my luggage, 
and try and have it made right at Buffalo. I accordingly paid them 
twenty-one dollars and eleven cents, for which I received the annexed 
ticket: 

[Steamboat] [Canal boat.} 

ASSOCIATION PASSAGE TICKET. 

Albany, Jfov. 13^A, 1846. 

The bearer, Robert Roberts, has paid for the steerage passage of 
four persons, making four full passengers to Buffalo. 

Boat Attica. 

SMETHURST & CO., Agents. 

and was brought on, together with the luggage and my companions 
on board the canal boat Attica, to the city of BuflFalo. • 

And this deponent further says, that it was his intention to go on 
to the city of Milwaukie; and that at the time of making the find 
contract above referred to, i. e. the one in New-York city, the par- 
tie* to whom I paid the money agreed that I should be carrfed 
through to Buffalo and arrive at the said city of Buffalo as soon M 
the 5Wth day of Nov. then inst., and that on tha c^\^\'«r^ \ ^>5i.^«ssK^ 
frtttA Btifhio until the 28tti oi TSov- \\i«i \TW^., •?lV^Vv^\^'^ 
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it is nearly impossible to procure a passage to Milwaukie; and for* 
ther this deponent saith not 



ROBERT ROBERTS, 



Sworn before me this 1st day 
of December, 1846. 



P. A. Child, Justice of the Peace. 



(H. ) , 
Testimony of William Gwemap. 

Erie county , $s^ 

William Gwemapf being duly sworn, deposes and says, that he 
has read the foregoing affidavit, made by Robert Roberts; that he is 
acquainted with the facts therein set forth, and knows the same to 
be true. 



WILLIAM GWEMAP. 



Sworn before me this 1st day ) 
of December, 1846. 5 



Pv A. Child, Justice of the Peace» 



( I- ) 

Testimony of Thomas Braj. 

Brie county y ss. 

Thomas Bray, being duly 8Wom> says that he has heard read the 

affidavit of Robert^ Roberts; that he is acquainted with the facts 

therein stated, with the exception of what took place in the city of 

NewYork, at which time be was not with the said Roberts^ and 



No. 250,] 75 

that the facts as related by said Roberts about his treatment after 
leaving New-York, are substantially true. 



THOMAS BRAY. 



Sworn before me this 1st day } 
of December, 1846. ^ 



P. A. Child, Justice of the Peace. 



^t^ 



(J.) 

( Testimony of the St. Andrew's Society. ) 

We, the undersigned, officers of the St. Andrew's Society, in the 
city of Albany, do hereby certify, that on or about the 2nd day of 
August last, it was represented to us, by a manager of our society^ 
that a Scotch emigrant, by the name of James Heeslbp, had been 
grossly defrauded and swindled, out of his money by the runners, or 
the robbing concerns for whom these runners do business. We im« 
mediately went on the dock and made enquiries after Heeslop, when 
we were informed that he had been despatched on a boat to his des- 
tination; we had him followed to Troy and brought back. The story 
he told the police justice, Cole, in our presence in asking for a war- 
rant against the notorious Smethurst, was in substance as follows: 
That he arrived in New-York from Scotland a few days previous; 
that his destination was Port Washington, in the state of Ohio; that 
he was accosted by a person in New-York, near the Albany steam- 
boat, who represented himself as a forwarding agent, and with whom 
he (Heeslop) agreed for the passage of himself and family (3 persons) 
from there to his destination, and paid the said agent therefor, four 
British sovereigns, the agent consigning Heeslop to the care of 
Smethurst & Co. He gave Heeslop tickets, which the agent told 
him would carry him through. That a short time after the boat 
started, Heeslop was accosted by a second person, who likewise re- 
presented himself as a forwarding agent, and having learned the des- 
tination and particulars of Heeslop's affairs, asked to look at his 
tickets; that Heeslop showed him the tickets, and the agent told 
Heeslop that the other agent had mistaken j that these tickets were 
only good as far as Buffalo, and that in order to make siice bi% ^^aaBr 
sage, it would be necessary lot Vvm ^^ ^\fti >^sa^^^ ^^ ^"^l^*^*^ 
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(the said second agent) a further payment of three sorerergns, which 
Heeslop had to pay when he arrived at Albany. They toH Heeslop 
at the office of Smethurst & Co., that he should pay in addition the 
sum of eight sovereigns, together with fifteen sovereigns more for his 
luggage; that the said Heeslop being rendered almost cra^y by these 
repeated plunderings, and wishing at all hazards to proceed to his 
destination and true friends, he paid down the further demand of 
twenty three sovereigns, and was then put on board a canal boat, 
where the undersigned found him and brought him back as aforesaid. 
That the police justice, on hearing the poor plundered man*s tale, 
immediately issued a warrant for the arrest of Smethurst, but he 
was no where to be found; and when Smethurst made his appear- 
ance again, the Scotch emigrant was missing — the instruments and 
associates of Smethurst having in the meantime cajoled or sent him 
from the city. 

Thus it will be perceived, that thirty sovereigns, or one hundred 
amd forty five dollars, were extorted from this poor man for fare, and 
to a place, the ordinary price to which, from New-^York is two 
dollars and eighty seven cents a passenger, or eight dollars and sixtj 
one cents for Heeslop and his family — thus leaving those rapack^us 
fbwarders the swindling profit of one hundred and thirty six doUitfs 
and fifty nine cents in this single case. 



All which is respectRilly submitted. 



ALEX'R GRAY, 
JAMES TAYLOR, 
JAMES DICKSON, 
PETER JOHNSTON, 
PETER SMITH, 
HUGH DICKSON. 
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( No. 39. ) 
Testimony of 'William H. Parker and Nathan Kel'. 

State of J^ew-Yorky ) 
Albany county, ss: J 

William H. Parker^ of the city of Washington, and Jfathan Kdl^ 
of Alexandria, Virginia, lieing each duly sworn, depose and say; 
That on the 5th day of November, 1847, deponents, with their fami- 
lies, were in the city of New-* York, on their way westward. That 
whilst crossing on .the ferry boat from Jersey city to New-York, 
they were accosted by an individual (red-haired and pock-marked,) 
who enquired of deponents if they were going west Deponents told 
him they weret He then proposed to take charge of our baggage,, 
and put us on board the steamboat " Isaac Newton," and to provide 
for us the tuU privileges of said boat, state rooms excepted. He 
professed to be agent for a forwarding office in New-York. Upoi» 
landing in New-York, this man took us to an office professmg con- 
nection with the said boat. We asked the person in charge of said 
office if he was an agent for the steamboat " Isaac Newton," and 
he said he was. We agreed with him to pay him $66 to take us 
through to Buffalo, and he in consideration thereof, promised us the 
best of fare and conveniences from thence to Albany, that the said 
boat afforded; and furthermore provided that we should have berths 
of the best quali^, and would have no more to pay, unless we should 
want state rooms, or some extraordinary accommodations after getr 
ting on ba rd« He then went on board of said boat with us, and' 
shewed us about the boat and all its accommodations. We thea 
closed the bargain with him, and paid him $33, and was to pay the 
balance at Buffalo, if satisfied with our fare, &c. He also said that 
we should have the best of passage on boats west from Albany to 
Buffalo, and that we should be at Buffalo in three or four days at 
the fartherest. He then gave us the ticket hereto annexed, directed 
to Smethurst, he also gave us 11 other tickets relating to said passage; 
who he said was his agent at Albany; and would, he said, have U9 
forwarded as he had promised. We then, (suspecting we might have 
been duped,) went to an office connected with the steamboat /^ Hv^ 
Van Winkle," where we ^e N»«e \o\8l \!t»X. \l ^«^\i2b&.^'«^^ -^s^ ^^^s^- 
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ney at the other office it was lost, or that it was not worth while to 
try to recover it. We then returned to the other office, and seeing 
the person who gave us the ticket coming from the " Isaac Newton," 
we went and met him, and he told us the ticket were good for all 
save the berths, which was an extra charge. We told him we would 
not submit to that, but if he would give us three tickets, entitling 
our ladies to berths, we would let the matter rest. We then went 
with him on board the boat, and saw the clerk of the boat. He 
told the clerk to give us three tickets for berths, and he would pay 
the difference, which the clerk would not do. We then went back 
to the office, -and the other man (also connected with the forwarding 
office) gave us 12s., the price of the three berths, which amount was 
given us because the man last mentioned said we could not get them 
without his order or the money. We then went on board, and re- 
ceived of the clerk (for the $1.50, and those of the tickets we had 
before received) 3 tickets for berths for the ladies, including passage. 
We afterwards ascertained that all of the tickets we had received- 
before, and for three of which we got the three berth and passage 
tickets aforesaid, besides paying the extra $1.50, were emigrant 
tickets. The said 3 tickets were 50 cents each, making the $1.50. 
This informaiion we did not receive till after the boat had left New- 
York. We got originally 1 1 tickets at the time we received the genr 
eral ticket, hereto annexed, but did not know that they, were emi- 
grant tickets. After we found out that they were emigrant tickets, 
and would not entitle us to the privileges of the boat, but only to 
the privileges of emigrants on the boat, we went to the clerk and 
wanted him to give us such tickets as would entitle us to the pri- 
vileges of the boat. He refused to do so, unless we would pay 
him $1.50 each in addition. This we refused, and after much talk, 
and the passengers had manifested indignation at the conduct of the 
clerk for the treatment we had received, the clerk then agreed to 
give us such tickets as we had asked, for $4 extra, (50 cents each,) 
which amount we paid, and came on to Albany. 

On arriving here, we presented our ticket at the office of Smeth- 
urst & Co., and were told that he would not comply with the 
agreement of the man in New-York, but only with the face of the 
ticket, and required us to pay the balance of the $66 before we 
could go any further on said ticket. Deponents further say, that 
after receiving of the reputed agent at New-York the original tic- 
kets, they went and asked the clerk of the boat if they were good; 
he said they were good. Deponents believe that said clerk was 
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connected with those who obtained their money as above described 
in their wrongs upon travellers. And further saith not. 

W. H. PARKER, 
NATHAN KELL, 

Sworn before me this 6th day ) 
of Nov., 1847, before me. ) 

A. E. Chandler, one of Investigating Committee. 

[Steamboat.] Passage Ticket. [Canal boat.] 

Cftbin and Board. 
No. 987. Due $33.00. J^ew-YorkyJfov. 5, 1847. 

Received of Mr. TT. H. Parker^ the fare for the passage of 
f arsons y making 11 full passengers to Buffalo. 
To H. D. Smethursty 122 Pier^ I. Hamiltony JV. Y. J 

Albany. 



( No. 40. ) 
IN COMMITTEE. 

.SssemUy Chamhery Albany y Jfov. 10/A, 1847. 

Present, Mr. M'Nabiara, 
Mr. Chandler, 
Mr. Rutherford. 

Testimony of George W. Daley. 

George W. Daley y being duly sworn, says: That he resides in the 
city of Albany — have been engaged in forwarding passengers on the 
canal — left the business last August; was a partner with Smethurst, 
Roach, Mathews and O'Hern, from the opening of navigation last 
spring, till about the 28th day of July last, left the business on ac- 
count of the imposition practiced by my partners, and by the men in^ 
our employment, upon emigrants. Last season, I went to New York, 
on the 8th of June, and opened an office, in opposition to Roach & 
Co., who came to me and hired me to give up the business til>the 
close of navigation, for which they paid me $1,000, in weekly in- 
stallments, and about $200 which I had expended in opening my 
office. While I was a partner of theirs, this season, there ^Kex^ 
probably 100 men in our emplorjmeuV., diw^^'Oc^ ^\A\siS>x^^^i^- 
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Mr. Roach spent his time in New Yorki and managed the busi- 
ness there; when a vessel was reported, he generallj: sent down 3 or 
4 men to engage the^ passengers; if the vessel was a Dutch one*, he 
would send down Dutchmen; if an English vessel, he would send 
Englishmen; he got the passengers at the best possible rates — 
sometimes at one price and sometimes at another. Men in our employ 
have frequently brought passengers to me, and stated that they had 
represented to the passengers that they were to go by railroad or 
packet; in such cases I have invariably told my men, that I should 
not thus impose upon them, as we had np arrangement with the rail- 
road and packets, and would not book them in that way, and that 
they must not promise them in that way. What I mean by " book- 
ing" is, making bargains with passengers and giving them tickets. 
Our books are made in the form of a check-book; the ticket is cut 
out like a bank check, and a memorandum of it is left; the men who 
board the vessels carry a book with them, and furnish the tickets. 

Frequently, the " night-watch," from the custom-house, where they 
board a vessel, extol some particular transportation line or emigrant 
forwarding house; and when they leave in the morning, manage to 
get the name of some one or more of the passengers, and report to 
the emigrant forwarding house. I do not know that they receive 
anything for their services, but I have no doubt they do; this is 
what is called " stooling;^^ there is another way of " stooling," fre- 
quently practiced, which is for the runner to go on board and employ 
some one or more of the emigrants of influence, to engage the pas- 
sengers to go by his line, for which the emigrant is paid a bonus: the 
following case came to my knowledge, two years ago this summer: 
A runner went on boenrd an English vessel, at quarantine, singled 
out a man of influence, and oflered him a gold watch and chain if 
he would induce those on board to go by the line by which he was 
employed; the man agreed to it, on condition that he could have the 
watch in advance; the runner took it from his own pocket, threw the 
chain over the neck of the Englishman, and put the watch in his 
pocket. The man then went to work and got all the passengers 
booked according to agreement; they went up to the city in compa* 
ny; the luggage was taken to the boat, the runner and his friend 
went into an office, where they found a man who seized the English- 
man and exclaimed, ^^ Then you are the man that robbed the man of 
his watch, are you V* The runner made his escape precipitately, 
and the Englishman was compelled to give up the watch and paid a 
handsome sum ot money in addition. 
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I know Charles Gallagher^ of the city of New York ; he was one 
of the ^night watch'' last year ; do not know whether he is now 
or not; Jhte acted as runner for Roach, Smethiirst & Co. last year, 
and also this year, up t(y the month of September last, and perhaps 
ledger. In 1845 he was a night watch in the employment of the 
custom-house. Harnden & Co. got passengers in a great many in- 
stances^ I have no doubt, through his influence, for which I under- 
stand from others in the employment of Harnden & Co., he received 
a commission. 

I have frequently made contracts with the captains of steamhoats, 
.and the owners of canal boats. The price paid for passage on deck ^ 
on the steamboats from New York to Albany and Troy is 50 o^ts 
for each passenger, including 50 pounds of luggage, and all extra 
luggage 15 cents per 100 pounds; from Albany to Buflklo and amy 
place west of Utica, 50 cents for steerage passage, and to any 
place this side of Utica, 37 1 cents each steerage passenger. Cabin 
passage to BulQfalo and any place west of Rochester, $1; to Roches- 
ter, and any place this side, 75 cents — 40 pounds of luggage free to 
each full passenger, extra luggage 36 1 cents per 100 pounds, west 
of Rochester; 28 cents to Rochester, and anyplace west of Syracuse; 
20 cents to Syracuse, and' any place west of Utica; and 18 cepts to 
Utica, and any place this side, after a deduction of 10 per cent on 
all passengers and luggage, except boarding passengers, We pay 
$3 each for boarding passengers from Albany to BulQfalo, in addi- 
tion to the passage. The following is a copy of a letter received 
by Mr. Smethurst fiom Mr. Roach, while I was a partner with them 
in the emigrant business, in Albany. There have been a number. of 
similar letters written by different members of the firm. They are of 
frequent occurrence. Mr. Smethurst opened the letter and handed 
it to me, and I have kept it. 

Jfew York, May 20, 1847*^ 
Mr. Smethurst: 

Sir — ^There is three hundred emigrants on the Rochester to-night 
There is three families on her that are booked by Brish; they are 
friends of Mr. Swarts, and their friends in Buffalo are people' of 
^standing, and you must put them on a boat where they will be com- 
fortable, for Brish has been to see me about them, and also Mr. 
Swarts. You must be easy with them about their luggage, and 
weigh it straight. All that have my tickets pw^ them through; tV«i 
head man is a " Stool*** — make VAtCkyMMj. ^«A \Qr«\:^^'«ss.'^<>^^ 

[Assembly, No. 2^.1 Y 



82 [AUBEMBLT 
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tickets. I sball not send you any money till I come up. I think 
that I shall make some arrangements \vith Noyes,so that he will not 
be opposition here. Run the 0. P. line strong this week. 

Yours, 
JAMES ROACH. 

The " 0. P. line " means roh the passengers all you can, and di- 
vide the money with me. The proceeds of the robbery is not to be 
divided among the members of the firm generally, but simply among 
them who personally participate in it. 

The " Stool " above referred to was an individual who had influ- 
ence with the passengers, and had procured their patronage for 
Smethurst's line, in consideration of a promise of his own passage, 
atid $100. The passage he had, for himself and three members of 
his family, but the $100 he did not get. '^ Stoolingy^ of a similar 
character, is an every day occurrence, but the " Stools " seldom get 
off as well as this one. They are generally charged more than other 
passengerft. They submit to it rather than be exposed to their com- 
panions as traitors to their interests. 

• 

The " Stooh " are not paid what they are promised one time in 
twenty. When they demand their pay they are threatened with ex- 
posure to their companions, whose interests and rights they have so 
grossly violated, which is generally sufficient to silence them. The 
case of the watch is in point. The English " stool '^ in that case 
thought he was arrested by an officer of jastice, and not only gave 
up the watch, but paid a handsome sum besides. The officer was in 
fact another runner, in the interest of the one who gave him the 
watch. 

In this city the prices paid by the emigrant forwarding compa- 
nies to runner^ varies from $40 to $100 per month. I have been 
paid by Smethurst & Co. $150 per week, from the 3d or 5th of 
August to the 20th of October last, for the purpose of keeping me 
from interfering with their business, by establishing an opposition 
office. 

The New-York runners average about $70 per month, and in this 
city about $55 per month; there are about twenty runners in this 
city, and in New-York, Smethurst & Co., Malburn & Co., and E. 
Matthews^ employ and pay about sixty runners, and indirectly about 
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one hundred; this includes runners, boarding house keepers, and 
boarding house runners. 

I know that great frauds are practiced in weighing luggage; a 
Mr. Weaver, in this city, did the weighing for Smethurst & Co.; 
I have known him to make higgage tally from 25 to 40 per cent 
more thap it weighed; his scales are generally wrong; he aimed to 
increase the weight about 33 percent; I have weighed on his scales 
274 lbs., when my actual weight was about 170 lbs.; white I was 
with Smethurst as a partner, I have fixed the scales^ or had them 
fixed, four or five times. 

I do not know that hi$ employers connived at his frauds. 



( No. 41, -) 

IN COMMITTEE, 

AssenMy Chamber, November 11, 1847. 

Present, Mr. McMamara, 
Mr. Chandler, 

Mr. RUTHERFOED, 

Testimony of William P. Paflf. 

William P. Paff, being duly sworn, says, that he resides in the 
city of Albany, and keeps a German public house; have been thus 
engaged six years past; am not connected in business with any one 
in New-York, but am employed as an out door agent in this city to 
protect passengers. 

Henry Brisch, of New-York, consigns passengers to me, to be for- 
warded by railroad; my boardmg house is about fifty rods from the 
steamboat landing; I have nothing to do with.^alial passengers; al 
such I send to the office of Mr. Smethurst; I charge passengers Is 
6d a meal, and Is for lodging; I have nothing to Jo with carting 
luggage to and from my house; I make no charge for storing lug- 
gage; Mr. Smethurst pays me $50 per month foe \sa.^ %K!CM\R5s5i.\X 
spend most of my time in transtetiu^ "^j^ss^xv^er^ Viwsi ^^'«s^QR>pto»^^sk 
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the office and canal boats; Mr. Smethurst has no established price 
to charge passengers; most of the contracts are made in New-Yotrk, 
and the passengers are consigned to him; luggage is not weighed in 
New-York; he has no established price for luggage; sometimes the 
passengers contract in New-York; if not, Smethurst charges what he 
pleases; passengers ordinarily think that the price paid in New-York 
for passage includes all their luggage; the runners in New-York 
encourage them in that belief; Smethurst's agents, I presume, do the 
s^me. ' 

Smethurst employs runners in New-York, I think; in almost all 
cases passengers are displeased and disappointed when they are called 
upon to pay for their luggage; they say that they have already paid 
it, and insist upon it that they have done so; Smetligiii^t exacts pay 
of them, and in some instances detains their luggage till he is paid; 
his charges are such as suit him, without reference to the con- 
venittice or will of the passenger; the exaction is arbitrary and must 
be paid, if the passenger has the means; when a passenger refuses 
to go on to his place of distination, Smethurst never refunds the 
money already paid; if a passenger contracts for passage to Chica- 
og, pays enough to go to Buffalo and leaves part unpaid, he is never 
permitted to go beyond Albany till the balance is paid. 

Brisch & Co. keep an office in connection with Smethurst; tickets 
are filled out at the offices; I have known runners to carry tickef 
books; Smethurst charges $1 per 100 lbs. from Albany to Buffalo; 
api acquainted in New-York; not acquainted with any of the 
"night watch" from the custom house. 
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( No. 42. ) - ? 

Testimony of Wm. P. Malburn 

Wm. P. Malburn, being sworn, says: that he resides in this city, 
is engaged in the Emigrant passenger business, has partners, his firm 
in this city is Malburn & Co., and Noyes & Co., in New York. 
Ships passengers from New York, West, and to Canada; there are 
several offices in New York that consign passengers to us; receives 
from four to five shillings for mid-ship passengers for any point on 
the Erie Canal. Contracts with passengers are made in New York 
for passage, and sometimes for luggage. We have a contract with 
the Clinton line of boats and pay them fifty cents for each passenger 
in the steerage and one dollar for cabin, ten per cent off; if luggage 
is contracted in New York, we carry it on according to contract, 
when not, we charge from sixty cents to one dollar per. 100 lbs. from 
New York to Buffalo. We pay the freight on the river, and the 
consignors the passage. We have no established price for luggage 
by which we are limited, the price is seldom charged for luggage in 
New York. Some small offices in New York represent to passengers 
that they are to have their luggage forwarded free of charge. When 
it is not otherwise designated on the ticket, we send passengers in 
the steerage. We have no arrangement with packets. Passengers 
frequently come to us with tickets which they say they bought with the 
#iderstanding that they were to go by packet. In all such cases we 
advise them to go back to New York and get their money. We pay 
for freight from Albany to Utica twenty cents per 100 lbs.; between 
Albany and Rochester twenty^ight cents per 100 lbs. ; from Albany 
to Buffalo thirty-six and a half cents. We charge the passenger^ 
from New York to Utica about sixty cents; from New York to Roch- 
ester from seventy-five cents to one dollar, and from New York to Buf- 
alo the same prices. Prices;are regulated entirely by circumstances. I 
have no business connection with Mr. Smethuirst. We have employ- 
ed nmners in New York. 
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( No. 43. ) 

IN COMMITTEE. 

Assembly Chamberj Albany^ JSTov. 13/A, 1847. 

Present, Mr. Smith, 

Mr. M'Namara, 
Mr. Rutherford. 

Testimony of R. J. Shoemaker. 

jR. J. Shoemaker y sworn, says: I spend the navigation season in 
Albany* Reside in Herkimer county, am engaged in the Emigrant 
passage business. I work for wages, for H. D. Smethurst, of Alba- 
ny; do not know whether Smethurst has a partner; he has two 
offices, in one of which he bpoks way passengers, and in the other 
the consigned business is done. What I mean by ' booking ' is this, 
a passenger comes to the office, pays his passage, and is furnished 
with a ticket made out in the following form, to wit. 



Association 

Passage Ticket. 

Albany, Nov. 13, 1847. 

John Doe, 

Cabin Passage, 

$3,64. 

Boat Lady Clinton. 



[ STRAMBOAT. 1 [ CANALROAT. ] 

ASSOCIATION PASSAGE TICKET. 
Albany, JVbv 13^A, 1847. 
The Bearer, John Doe, has paid for the 
Cabin (or Steerage) passage of one per- 
son, making one full passenger to Buffalo. 
Boat Lady Clinton. 

John Stetes & Co. Agents. 
To A. B., Buffalo. 



The ticket is cut out of the Book and given to the passenger and 
the memorandum left in the Book. 

There are two firtr^s in this city engaged in the business of for- 
warding Emigrant passengers exclusively; there are a number of 
others who do considerable business in that way in connection with 
other business 
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( No. 41 ) 

IN COMMITTEE. 

Assembly Chamber y JVov. 1KV1847. 

Present, Mr. Smith, Ch^n. 
Mr. M'Namaba, 
Mr. Upham, 

Mr. RUTHEBFORD. 

Testimony of Henry D. Smethurst. 

Henry D. Sm,dhursty sworn, says : That he is engaged in the emi- 
grant passenger business; have done business in my own name for 
the last three ^onths; my offices are 106 and 122 Pier, Albany; I 
have an office in New York, at 109 West-street; there are other 
houses in New York, for whom I do business, in forwarding passen- 
gers on the canal, among whom are Henry Brisch and Isaiah Selover; I 
have business arrangements with H. 6. Chace & Co., on the canal; 
have no arrangement with the railroads; when a passenger comes 
with " railroad" on his ticket, I direct the clerk to give him fifty- 
scents to pay his fare to Schenectady, and then put him on a boat; 
my principal business is done on the canal; I have no control 
over the price of passage from New York to Buffalo. I ge- 
nerally charge |1 per one hundred pounds, from New York to 
Buffiilo; to Milwaukie, generally $3, per one hundred pounds; my 
clerks may have charged more; if they have they have never return- 
ed it to me; if more than those prices have been charged at my of- 
fice, it has been done wtthout my knowledge, direction or consent, 
and I have never participated in any sum over that. I have, in some 
instances, taken luggage to Milwaukie, as low as $1,60 per one 
hundred pounds, and some for nothing. I have runners employed in 
New York, and the following are their names ahd salaries: 

George Cornell, $30 per week. 

Charles Gallagher, — 25 do 

Richard Cornell, 25 do 

William F. Hart,---- 25 do 

Aaron Piersons, 20 do 

John 0, Donnelly \X> ^a 
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Brady, - $15 per week. 

Jesse Olrtstead, 25 do 

Hiram Ketchum, - - 18 do 

George Burns, -----.. 18 do 

Henry Shanfroid, 20 do 

Sullivan, - 12,50 do 

Greorge McDonald, --• 600 for the season. 

Hamilton, -- 600 do 

Hiram Heusted, 20 per week. 

John Leonard, 18 do 

Chris. Peniiy, 10 do 

William Ford. 10 do 

Charles Andrews, 20 do 

The following persons reside and transact business for me in Ah 
Imny: 

James Roaqby :- $2,000 for three tnonths. ' 

W. F. Sterling, —. 750 do 

George Daily, " 1,500 do 

Adolphus Shoemaker, - 60 per month. 

Felix McCann, f 100 do 

Thomas Sayles,— ---- 75 do 

Charles Bartlett, 60 da 

Henry Snyder, - 50 do 

Sidney Goodrich,- 50 do 

Samuel Boy ington, 40 do 

Peter Finnigan, - 30 dp 

Henry Nichols, 45 do 

"William Kemey, - 40 do 

Sylvester Trowbridge, 600 for the season. 

I. L.. Weaver, ^ — 75 per month. 

William P, Faff, 50 do 

William Smith,.-.. - 50 do 

All these men have been 'm^ my employmeat during the present 
season; they have worked by the season, month or week, most of the 
time; part of this time I paid them a commission. 

Charles GaUagher, mentioned above, acts a^ a '^ night-watch- 
man'' for the custom-liouse in New- York. 

P. Adams, No. 106 Barclay-street, New-Yor)c, consigns passfsngers 
^o me, to go by canal I have never made an^ «si^ti^<^\&SDl vivth 
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Adams to forward his passengers, by which 1 am obliged to forwatii 
all he sends me; but I forward them, unless he orders them sent by 
rail*road. 

In weighing baggage, I disregard all number of pounds less th^il 
5, thus: If it weighs *72 pounds, I put it down 70 pounds; if it 
weighs 73 pounds, I put it down 75 pounds. 

In making up the aggregate, I frequently call, to the owner of 
the boat, 6 tons, 5 and a half. In the fore part of the season, Daily 
did most part of the weighing; recently. Shoemaker has been the prii^* 
cipal weigher. 

Qtiestion. — Did you, or those in your employment, when tallying 
the luggage, mark the correct weight on the tally book, and a frau- 
dulent weight on the tickets by which the emigrants settle ? 

I never do, and I do not know that those in my employment, have 
ever done so; my men may have done so, but I do not know that 
they have. 

Question. Did you, or any one in your employment, to your know- 
ledge, ever collect for luggage or furniture, and then put the amount 
upon way-bill or ticket for the captain to collect? 

Answer. I am pretty positive I never did. 

Question. Did you, or those in your employment, ever promise 
emigrants cabin passage on the canal, and then give them tickets in 
the steerage? ' ^ 

Answer. I am not aware that I ever did. 

Question. Did you ever give passengers a ticket marked S. T., and 
tell them that S. T. meant state room? 

Answer. It has been done frequently. I have seen it done, and 
by men in my employment. It is done as a joke. S. T. means 
steerage. 

Under my contract during the season it costs me f 1 • 25 to convey 
passengers from New York to Buffalo* This includes 60 poundsx)!' 
luggage to each passenger, free. I get for that from three to four 
ddlar& 

When the paissoigeT pays Wa fete m "^^^ ^^sSt^>X Nsk -^ 5^;^ssk^ 
rde to saj nothing to thcxa iboul \\x^ ^^t^\Q%^^^^|^« 
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Q^estion. Why do passengers pay their fare in New York? 

Answer. Because some one takes them into an office, and th^y are 
cheated into the belief that it is to their interest to buy their tick- 
ets there, by which operation the runner secures to himself two or 
three dollars. 

Question. Do you pay freight on the same number of pounds that 
you charge to the emigrants? 

Answer. I do not always. 

Question, Do you generally? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Have you ever known canal boat captains to charge, 
and make passengers re-pay their passage, after leaving this city? 

Answer. Yes. 

The year before last, Captain Jacobs took a lot of Germans from 
Roa<;h & Co., of this city, bound to Buffalo, received his pay, and 
extorted payment again from them by threatening to put them 
ashore at Rome. 

During the present season Sterling sent a lot of passengers by 
canal boat J. R. Jacobs — Jacobs, captain — to Buffalo or Rochester; 
paid Captain Jacobs his passage, and on the way out he compelled 
them to pay their passage over again. 

Similar occurrences are frequent. 



New York, Nqv. 13, 1847 
No. 

Mr. Johnson^ 
Passengers to Milwaukie. 
R. F. |0 50 
Office, 2 00 
C. F., 75 
Lake F., 5 00 
C. M., 2 00 
On canal only. Board, 3 50 

Steerage 



PASSAGE TICKET. 

NOT TRANSFERABLE. 

[Steamboat] [ Canal boat] 

No. New York, Nov. 13, 1847. 

Received of Mr. Johnson 13 dollars 
75 cents for the passage of one person 
from New York to Milwaukie. Paid. 
$13.75. 

John Styles, Agent 
Office 110 Pier, Albany. 

To. Wm. P. Malburn & Co. 

To be returned to M. L. Ray's of- 



Total, $13.75 | fice, 100 Barclay street, N. Y. 
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The above is the process of " Booking** The ticket is to be cut 
off. The jtub remains in the office. I ordered Mr. Sterling some time 
in September — about the time I commenced a suit. against the Albany 
Evening Journal, to keep the agent of the Commissioners of Emigration 
(Mr. Neligan)from my office, because I was informed that Mr. Neli- 
gan was in the interest of Malburn & Co., and doing all he could to 
injure me. No facts had come to my knowledge to authorize such 
a conclusion; there has not since. He has been there frequently 
since. I have always been friendly with him. 



( No. 45. ) • 
Testimony of James Roach. 

James Roach, being duly sworn, says, that he has been concerned 
in the emigrant passage business during the past season. I made 
arrangements with the people's line for carrying passengers on the 
river. Isaac Newton made the contract on the part of the people's 
line. The prices for emigrant passengers, on deck, was 60 cents 
each; never to exceed that sum, but when passengers were brought 
for a less sum I had the advantage of it. This arrangement was 
to extend through the season. I was a partner with Mr. Smethurst 
at the time, and the contract was made for the benefit of the firm^ 

When we booked passengers in New-York, we furnished each 
passenger with a river ticket, and also one for a family on the ca- 
nal 

Charles Galj^gher, Henry Shanfroid, and George Bums or Hiram 
Ketchum, are in the emp!oyn>ent of the custom house as ''night watch;'' 
they have also been employed by Smethurst & Co., during a part of. 
the season, as runners; Gallagher and Shanfroid during the whole, 
season. I consider that a man connected with the custom house as 
''night watch," has an advantage over other men in booking passen- 
gers; during the seas'^n I have spent most of my time in New- York; 
bten here about once a week; I have seen letters here complaining 
that luggage had been made to weigh more 4han it actually did; I 
know Charles Cook; he has been engaged in the business as "bookec" 
in the office, on a salary of % 1,^00 lot ^^<& \»»s^^« 
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* 

Passengers, nine times in ten, contend, when they arrive here, that 
their luggage is to go free; there is seldom any thing said' about 
luggage in New^York; the Norwegian passengers generally contract 
for their luggage in New-York; I know Minor L. Ray, a booker in 
the employment of Noyes & Co., New-York; last year he was in my 
empIo}ment; part of the time he had a salary, and part of the time 
I forwarded his passengers; I refused to do his business this season, 
because his passengers were promised cabin passages, railroad pas- 
sage, &c , when they had.a steerage ticket only. 

The Holland society was got up for the purpose of booking Hol- 
land passengers; Mr. Hodenpuyl is the agent, and Ralph Schoyer 
is the secretary; Mr. Hodenpuyl receives 50 cents a head for pas- 
sengers; Rev. Dr. Dewitt, Qf New- York, and Rev. Dr. Wyckoff, of 
Albany, are connected with the society; I have shipped their passen- 
gers part of the time during the season. 

I know John C. AUstadt, agent of the German emigrant society; 
a year ago he worked for Brisch, and this year he has been in the em- 
ployment of the railroad, or uses his influence to send passengers that 
way. 

The Hollanders generally go to Blacklake inlet, on lake Michi- 
gan; and pay the society f 8.0O each, when I would have taken 
tiiem forward for $6.50 if 1 had made the bargain with them, and 
did carry them for Schoyer for $5 each. 

I know Charles H. Webb, agent of the British protective society; 
he recommends passengers .to Hinds & Co., an emigrant forwarding 
company in Washington-street; Hinds and Webb are relatives; Webb 
last year recommended his passengers to N. P. O'Hern, in Washing*- 
ton-street; they were booked through to the western country, but 
never got further than Buffalo. ^ 

It is the general opinion among forwarding houses that the agents 
of all the emigrant societies are engaged in forwarding passengers, 
and most of the emigrant forwarding houses try to get their influ* 
ence. 

I left the emigrant business during the month of August; I left it 
becaiii^^ I was sick of it; the way business was done dissatisfied me; 
my partners were not such men as I like to do business with, par- 

JfoTM,—Tbe eommiUefi eumoi aUow this statement to go to the publicy withoat Mor- 
mF tbmt therm ia notbing ihtii ham eome before them, to impair or affect VnUiia Vault tJhA 
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>Je coadaet of both JDr. Wyckoff and Br .Dt^ViU. 
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ticularly Daily; bis treatment to passengers was uncivil and brutal; 
has often been known to personally abuse and assault them, and 
otherwise impose upon them; another reason of leaving the busmess 
was, there was too much money collected from the emigrants; we 
were employing too many men at high wages to make the business 
profitable, unless extortion was resorted to.. 

I have looked over the list of persons mentioned by Mr. Smethtirst 
as being employed by him, and it is correct as far as it goes; the 
following names should be added: 

O. B. Teall, N. Y., $800 for the season, 

Samuel Bennet, 75 per month. 

Phillip Caswell, 600 per season. 

Hiram Johnson, -------------- 75 per montL 

Robert Miller, 600 per season. 

Stephen Gordon, 75 per month. 

George Dunning, 75 do 

Charles Cook, - 300 do 

And others to whom we paid small sums at various times during 
the season, among whom was Ralph Schoyer, at $37,50 per 
week, &c. 

Thomas Hetherington was represented to me as a man who could 
do as he pleased with doctor Van Hovenburgh, the health officer at 
quarantine; I saw hira„ and he agreed to get the doctor's influence 
for $850, and $50 dollars per month for his own services; I paid 
him about a month and a half, and then discharged him; in this ar- 
rangement the $850 was to be paid to doctor Van Hovenburgh; 
through Hetherington, I was to have three steamboats bonded by the 
doctor, and have the exclusive privilege of bringing up passengers; 
but previous to paying the $850, 1 found that doctor Van Hovenburgh 
had bonded a steamboat for V^olf and Reischmuller, and I declined 
doing any thing about it. 

There was another reason which induced me to leave the business, 
which was, I concluded that men who would cheat the emigrants in 
the way they did, would cheat me; and that I stood no chance of 
making anything at the business. 



V 
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I have seen instances when luggage was weighed here, where 
there were two tallies, one to settle with the passengers, and the 
other to make out a boat hill by, with a per centage against the 
passenger. 

There was another system of fraud practiced by Daily, and per- 
haps others, while in the offic^e of Smetharst & Co., that caused a 
great deal of trouble; which was to furnish a lot of passengers with 
tickets for the country bordering on the lakes. When they arrived 
at Albany their tickets would be exchanged for others — one along 
the canal to Buffalo, containing the full number of passengers, and 
another for the lakes, containing a less number of passengers than 
what had paid, thus leaving two or three in each family to pay over 
again. This has been practiced to a great extent. There has been 
a great deal of trouble with canal boat captains, who, after being 
paid for forwarding passengers, compel them to pay over again, or 
set them ashore. 



( No. 42. ) 

Testimony of Henry Bishop. 

Henry Bishop sworn, and says; that he resides in this city, is 
clerk for Majbarn & Co. I have seen at the emigrant forwarding 
offices, two separate tallies kept of the weight of the luggage; one 
for settling with the emigrant, and the other for settling with the • 
owner of the boat. There was a difference between the tallies; it 
would vary about one-<third; the tally that was kept for the boat 
was the true weight; that for the passengers was made to overrun 
the true weight 300 or 400 lbs. in 800 or 900 lbs. I have seen 
G. W. Daily do this at Smethurst's office, at No. 122, Pier, Alba- 
ny, and also at 104 Pier, another of Smethurst's offices. This was - 
a year ago. I have seen this done 3 or 4 times; have leen no one 
do it but Daily; was once in the employment of Smethurst; have 
weighed baggage there; have never kept two tallies; have never 
been directed to do so by Mr. Smethurst. The general prices for 
luggage from New-York to Buffalo is $1 per 100 lbs., and $2 to 
Chicago and Milwaukie. I know that C. H. "Webb, agent of the 
J^ritisb Protection Company ^ recommends passenget^ to tlva office of 
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Hinds & Co., and receives a commission for recommending them 
Passengers that r.re booked at that office pay a higher price for pas* 
sage than most others. There is another society called the ** Volks^ 
Femn," in New-York, engaged in booking passengers. They con- 
sign them me in this city; Malburn & Co. forward them. I know 
John C. Allstadt, the agent of the German Emigrant Society; he 
recommends passengers to Wolf & Bieschmuller's office. Last year 
he recommended passengers to the office of Mr. Brisch. Mr. Van 
Toble, Brisch's clerk, told me that money had been paid AUstadt by 
Brisch for recommending passengers to his office. 



( No. 47. ) 

IN COMMITTEE, 
Assembly Chamber , Albany y JVov. 16thy 1847, 

Present, Mr. SMrrn, 

Mr. McNamara, 
Mr. Upham, 
Mr. Rutherford. 

Testimony of Jonathan Brooks, Jr. 

Jonathan Brooks^ Jr., sworn, says that he resides in this city, is 
agent for the Albany Holland Emigration society. I know Mr. P. 
Hodenpuyl,. of New-York; he is agent and treasurer of the New- 
York Holland Protection Emigrant Society, under the Rev. Dr. 
DeWitt, of New York. He is engaged in procuring passengers for 
the different emigrant passenger offices, and receives 50 cents for 
each passenger. 

I also know Ralph Shoyer, of New-York; he is director of the 
above society; he keeps an office in New-York for booking passen- 
gers; his charges are $8,50 {it each passenger, in the steerage, from 
New-York to Milwaukie, Chicago, and other places on Lake Michi- 
gan. His plan is to coi^ign his passengers to some one in Albany, 
to be forwarded on west, and either he or ' Mr. Hodeniju^l ^ckA^ 
come with the passengers to Mbwi^^^iA^^V^^^^^^^w^^'^'^^^^ 
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the forwarding offices. I was to have received $50 per month ior 
my service from Mr. O'Hcrn; from Mr. Schoyer I have received no- 
thing; I never resigned my situation as agent of the society. Schoyer 
and Hodenpuyl consigned passengers to, me in the monUis of June, 
*July and August, and then refused to make further consignments, for 
reasons best known to themselves. ' 

I have known men in the employment of Smethurst, to take their 
scale on board the boat and weigh luggage there. I have seen them 
in weighing luggage put their foot upon the platform to increase the 
weight, and have spoken to them on the subject. I have lent them 
my scale and had it returned out of order, invariably weighing more 
than it should. 

Mr. P. Hodenpuyl told me in the office of Mr. Schoyer, that his 
brother had gone to Holland for the purpose of securing the patron- 
age of the Hollanders for their office. 

I think Schoyer made an arrangement with O'Hern to carry lug- 
gage from New York to Buffalo at 75 cents per 100 lbs, and charg- 
ed the passengers 10 shillings, the society was cognizant of the fact. 
I have heard Dr. Wyckoff say that the consignment of the passengers 
would be changed as soon as O'Hem failed to comply with the terms 
of the contract. O'Hern did fail to comply with the terms of his 
contract in neglecting to forward passengers from Buffalo according 
to agreement, but was still employed by the society. I think there 
must have have arrived 8 or 10,000 Hollanders at New York, during 
the present season, each of these passengers have been made to pay 
from three to four dollars more than the owners of boats have re- 
ceived for transporting them. 

NoTB BT THE CoMMiTT£E.c-Accoriling to Uie Report of Uie Commissioners of Emi- 
gration, the number of persons arriving at New York from Holland, from May dth to 
lept. dOUi, 1847, was 29b6. 



( No. 48. ) 

TestimV)ny of George Moore. 



George MoorCy sworn, says: that he resides in the city of Albany, 

Js Agent iox the Swiftsure Transportation Compariy, which is engag- 

ed in forwarding Merchandise on the River, Etve Canal, and on the 
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Lakes. Last spring I made overtures to the Albany, Holland Emi-* 
graltat Society, to forward the Holland Emigrants from New York, 
West, to their place of destination, which was generally Blacklake 
idet, on Lake Michigan, and was informed that they had a contract 
y^iSoL O'Hern, of New York, at $8 1-2 a passenger, and some alr* 
rangement about luggage, which I have forgotten. Dr. Wyckoff, of 
this city, was in favor of giving the passengers to me, and said he 
wouU^^nse his influence to give me the contract if O'Hern failed to 
Comply with the terms of their arrangement. 

I would have taken the contract and conveyed passengers from Al- 
bany to Blacklake inlet, for $5 for each, and luggage at $1 per 100 
lbs., and half a dollar less if passei^eirs landed on the west side of 
Lake Michigan. 

Canal boats vary in tonage from 65 to 85 tons. There should not 
be more than 80 AiU passengers with their luggage, to one 85 tons 
boat. 

The name of each paying passenger should be entered at large, 
with his luggage in pounds on the bill of lading, thus: 

John Doe and family, Buffalo, 1,640 

De'd for 4 passengers, 160 

—1,480 at 50c. $7.40 



( No. 4&. ) 
Testimony of Josiah Clark. 

Josiah Clarkj being sworn, says: that he resides in this city, and 
has resided here about twenty years; has been in the passenger and 
freight business most part of the time for twenty years. I know that 
the Emigrant passenger business has been carried on fraudulently for 
three or four years, in this city; frequently persons come on from New 
York with tickets which they suppose are to take them through to 
Buffalo by Railroad, and find that they are to be provided with ac- 
commodations in the steerage of a Canal bo^.t. otL^^^vt ^jtw^ '^ ^^-^ 

[Assembly, No. 250.] O 
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baoy. They frequently pay passage from here to Buffalo, and the 
man furnishing tickets, instead of entering payment in full, enters 
on the ticket, $3, or some other sum, * on accotmt ' of passage, and 
the man is compelled to pay over again as much as would have 
been sufficient to carry him through in the first instance. I have 
known a great number of instances of this kii)^. 

Passengers are frequently crowded into the steerage of a boat half 
full of merchandize and luggage, so that they have no accommoda- 
tion, and are sometimes compelled to pay their passage over again by 
the captain. I have often thought something should be done to pro- 
tect passengers against the outrageous fraud of crowding them into 
the hold of an old Canal boat at a large price, when there are a great 
many good and convenient boats ready and willing to take them for- 
ward at half the money. A few days ago I was weighed on H. D. 
Smethurst's scales, at his office, 122 Pier, Albany, and weighed more 
than 200 pounds. I had been weighed a week before and weighed 
169 pounds. 



( No. 50. ) 
Te timony of Benjamin D. Quigg. 

Benjamin D. Quigg being duly sworn, says: That he is deputy 
sergeant at arms of the house of assembly. Some few days since 
he went, by direction of the committee, to investigate frauds upon 
emigrants, to 122 Pier, Albany, at the office of H. D. Smethurst, 
who is engaged in forwarding emigrants, to serve a subpoena on said 
Smethurst and others, and saw a man weighing luggage. After he 
left the office I stepped upon the scales and weighed myself, and 
weighed 163 J pounds by them. I then went to the store of Corning^ 
Horner & Co., and was weighed upon their scales, and weighed 142 J 
pounds I weighed a young man who was with me at the time on 
both scales, and found the same relative difference to exist. 
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( No. 51. ) 
IN COMMITTEE. 

Jlssembly Chamber j\Albanyy JVbt?. 17^ 1847, 

Present — Mr. Smith, 

Mr. McNamara, 
Mr. Upham, 
Mr. Rutherford. 
Mr. Chandler. 

Testimony of William O'Callaghan. 

WUliam O^Callaghan being duly sworn, doth depose and say: 
That he is a native of Ireland; has resided in Manchester, England, 
some years past; that he arrived in New- York in the ship Isaac 
Wright about three weeks ago. On the 15th instant he went to the 
office of P. Adams and bought the following ticket, for which he 
paid said Adams the sum of five dollars: 

[Railroad.] 
[Canal boat] Passage Ticket. [Steamboat.] 

No. 1116. J^Tew-Yorky JVov. 15th, 18x7. 

Received of Mr, O^Callaghan $5.00 for the passage of one person, 
making onefvll passenger to Buffalo. 

To H. D. Smethurst, 122 Pier, P. Adams, JV. Y. 

Albany. 

When he bought the ticket, he told Adams that he must be in 
Buffalo in two days after his arrival at Albany, to meet an engage- 
ment; that Adams positively assured him that he should be in Buffi^- 
lo at the time specified; that he should go by railroad to SchenectjEi- 
dy, and thence west by a rapid conveyance on the canal. In conse- 
quence of fhis assurance he bought the ticket, and paid for it as 
above. When he arrived at Albany, he presented the ticket to H. 
D. Smethurst, and told him of the contract made with Adams. 

Smethurst refused to forward him in the manner st^eclfial vc^ 
. Adam's agreement; but that \i \i^^o\i\!i \vj ^^^^ ^^w^^ksS^.^^^ 
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cents in addition to what he had already paid, he should be for- 
warded by canal boat from here to Buffalo, but would not send him 
on at any rate for the ticket. And further saith not. 

WILLIAM O'CALLAGHAN. 

Subscribed and sworn the 17th day ) 
of Nov., 1847, before me. ^ 

DAvro S. M^NiUARA, 

Of the Select Committee of the Assembly to 
investigate frauds upon emigrants. 



( No. 52. ) 

IN COMMITTEE. 

Assembly Chamber^ Albany Jfovember Idth, 1847. 

Present, Mr. Smith, Chairman. 
Mr. McNamaba, 
Mr. Upham, 
Mr. Rutherford, 

Testimony of William Parmelee. 

William Parmelee^ being duly sworn, says that he is Mayor of 
the city of Albany, and also judge of Albany county. Cases have 
occurred almost daily, during navigation season, of persons coming 
to the Mayor's office to enter complaints of the impositions practiced 
upon them by individuals in New- York, who sell them tickets to 
«arry them to Buffalo, and other places west; the tickets are almost 
invariably drawn on Sm^urst & Co., of this city, who repudiates 
them, and the persons are left without redress. The following affi- 
davits marked A and B, are introduced in support of the above. I 
liave never seen but one repudiated ticket drawn on Malbum & Co., 
and* not any other on any firm except on Smethurst I think a ma- 
jqority of the repudiated tickets were issued by P. Adams, New- 
York. 
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( A.) 
Testimony of Isaac Saunders. 

State of Jfew-York, Mhany, ss : 

hoax: Saunders, being sworn; says that he resides at City bland, 
town of Pelham, in Westchester county, that he went to the city of 
New-York on the night of the 20th instant, on his way to Geneva; 
that yesterday forenoon he went to put his baggage on board the 
South America; that the deponent met with a man who told him he 
would take him to the steamboat office; that he took deponent to an 
office at the foot of Barclay-street, near the corner, where he found a 
man who signed his name as P. Adams.. The man who went wMi 
deponent told Adams that deponent and his wife wanted to go to 
Geneva by railroad. Adams said he could send us to Geneva from 
New- York by railroad cheaper than if we got our railroad tickets at 
Albany at the railroad depot, and that he would send us by railroad 
to Geneva for ten dollars. Deponent paid him ten dollars, for which 
he gave deponent two small tickets for the steamboat passage, and 
also the following ticket : 

« PASSAGE TICKET, 
No. 1016. 

New-York, October 21, 1847^ 
Railroad. 
Received of Mr. I. Saunders $10, for the passage of two persons, 
making two full passengers to Geneva. 

P. ADAMS, New-York. 

To H. D. Smethukst, 122 Pier, Albany." 

Said Adams told deponent that the above ticket would take him 
and his wife by railroad to Geneva, and that he must show it to the 
collectors along the railroad, and leave it at Geneva. On deponents 
arrival at Albany, he went to the railroad office and showed it to the 
persons having charge there, who told deponent it was good for 
nothing. That he then went to the office, 122 Pier, Albany, and 
was then told the ticket was worth just one dollar, that they had 
nothing to do with it; and deponent must call on Mr. Adams; and 
further says not. 

ISAAC SAUNDERS. 

Sworn before me 22d October, 1847. 

V^u. Pabmsleb, A&^ar) ^oxxoN:^ '^^x^^^ 
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(B. ) 

Testimony of Samuel Lynn. 

I 

I, Samuel Lynn^ of Madison county. State of Ohio, being duly 
sworn, doth depose and say, that on my arrival from Conuecticut in- 
to the city of New-York, I was accosted by a man who enquired of 
me my place of destination. I told him I was going to Ohio; he re- 
quested me to go to an office, and urged me to pay six dollars, which 
I did, and received in lieu thereof the following ticket : 

" CLINTON LINE. 

[Steamboat.] Not transferrable. [Cfinal boat.] 

No. 234. 

New-York, October 12, 1847. 
Received of Mr. Samuel Lynn, the fare for the passage of one 
full person to Buffalo. 

S. CENTER. 

per. Samuel Snelling, Agent. 

To Wm. p. Malburn, 110 Pier, Albany." 

And this deponent further says that he called at the office. No. 1 10 
Pier, Albany, and showed his ticket, and that they refused to carry 
him unless he paid to them one dollar and fifty cents, not including 
board; or otherwise, he either had to go into the hole or midship of 
the boat, without a bed or board. And further this deponent says that 
he had only three dollars left to go to Ohio, and he was obliged to 
look up some other boat; and through the kindness of Wm. F. Ster- 
ling, he got the captain of the boat Wm. H. Hopkins to carry me 
and board me from Albany to Buffalo for the sum of three dollars, 
which I am to pay the captain whilst on my journey; and further 
aaith not. 
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( No. 53. ) 
IN COMMITTEE. 

Albany^ JVovember 20, 1847. 

Present, Mr. Smith, 

Mr. McNamara, 
Mr. Upham, 
Mr. Chandler, 
Mr, Rutherford. 

Tectimony of R. Vi n Valkenburgh. 

R. Van Valkeriburghy being duly sworn, says, that he resides in 
Albany, and is engaged in the general forwarding business on the 
canals; has 10 or 12 boats; has been engaged in forwarding emi- 
grants; had the contract for forwarding emigrants for Harnden & 
Co., in 1845; had a contract with Schoyer for conveying Hollanders 
from Albany to Buffalo; have had the contract about two months. 
Hollanders come with letters from him to Mr. Hodenpuyl, of New 
York, who generally introduces them to Schoyer, who keeps an emi- 
grant forwarding house in New York, and consigns his passengers 
to me. Schoyer pays Hodenpuyl 50 cents for each passenger intro- 
duced by him, and 50 cents each passenger to Albany by steamboati 
and 15 cents per 100 pounds of luggage; he pays me 62} cents each 
passenger, and 50 cents for 100 pounds of luggage from here to Buf 
alo, allowing 40 pounds; from Buffalo by steamboat to Chicago, $2, 
as follows, to wit : 

y 

Hodenpuyl, head money, $0 50 

Steamboat to Albany, - 50 

Canal boat to Buffalo, 62| 

Steamboat to Chicago, 2 00 

Total, $3 62| 



New-York to Buffalo, luggage, 65 cents — charges one dollar, 
Buffalo to Chicago, ^^ free^— charges 40 ciexvt&. 
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For this he gets from $8J to $9J, and a profit of 76 cents per 
100 pounds on all extra luggage. He furnishes as good accommo- 
dations as any one on the canal. On the river he sends his passen- 
gers by the several boats^ as they happen to come up the river. 
From here the passengers are consigned to Mr. Vanderpoel, of Buffalo. 
It is the custom of Mr. Schoyer to collect in New York the river and 
canal fare, leaving in most cases $5 due on the tickets, to be paid 
in Buffalo. This sum Mr. Vanderpoel collects, and he also collects 
from four to five dollars from all who have not been consigned 
by Schoyer. 

I was in Perkins' office, in Buffalo, a few days ago, when from 
50 to 100 Hollanders came there, consigned by Schoyer to Vander- 
poel, who does business at Perkins' office. These passengers had 
contracted through to Milwaukie. There was five dollars due on each 
ticket, which was paid to Vanderpoel. It is a part ol Schoyer's con- 
tract that passengers shall go through from Buffalo by steamboat, and 
without delay; but instead of that, they were put on board a propel- 
ler, which I saw at the dock three or four days afterwards, with the 
Hollanders on board. Steamboats leave Buffalo for Chicago every 
day. There could have been no excuse for detaining them at Buf- 
falo, unless it was to get them forwarded cheaper than by steani- 
boats. 

When a passenger is booked in New York he receives a ticketi 
which is given up to the ticket-collector of the steamboat, when 
tiiey land at Albany, and another directed to the consignee at Alba- 
ny, who takes it up and gives the passengers a canal ticket, directed 
to a consignee at Buffalo, where the tickets are again changed for 
tickets to cross the lakes. The canal ticket is taken up by the cap 
tain of the boat. 
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( No. 64. ) 

IN COMMITTEE, 

Jlbanyy Nov, 21st, 1847. 

Present, Mr. T. Smith, Chairmmii 
Mr. McNamara, 
Mr. Chandler, 
Mr. Rutherford. 

Testimony of David Nelligan. 

Da&id NelligaUj being duly sworn, doth depose and say; that he 
resides at 225 Broadway, Albany; is agent of the Commissioners of 
Emigration, and has served in that capacity since the 6th of July 
last. The following is a copy of' his instructions: 

" As such agent it will be your duty to see emigrants from for- 
eign countries on their arrival at Albany, to impart information to 
them as to the places it may be most advisable for them to proceed 
to, and the modes of conveyance; to make as favorable arrange^ 
ments as you can for them to be forwarded, at their own expensei 
to their places of destination; and to use your utmost exertions to 
prevent frauds being perpetrated on them by boarding house keep- 
ers, forwarding agents and others. You are to render to the emi- 
grants all the benefit in your power, tmtkovt expending money y and 
will weekly report to the Commissioners your proceedings as their 
agent 

By order of the Commissioners. 

ROBT TAYLOR, 
General Agent of Commissioners of Emigration.^^ 

These instructions I have observed and fulfilled to the utmost of 
my ability. I have attended the steamboats daily on their arrival at 
our docks, and mad^ such enquiries of the emigrants as would ena- 
ble me to understand their position. 1 have found in most caacs^ 
(especially when they come in lai%^ \iQK\«^ ^5cfi^.^«j ^«si ^^Naw^ 
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cd" in New- York, meaning that they had agreed for their passage, 
and were consigned to some one of the forwarding offices here. In 
such cases they are generally furnished with a " passage ticket," 
purporting to be a receipt in full for the conveyance of themselves 
and luggage to their destination; but on their arrival here they find 
in many instances they must pay steamboat freight for their lug- 
gage, cartage to the office, or canal boat, and canal freight for 
their luggage again, which has all to be weighed, and here the poor 
strangers begin to discover that they have been imposed upon. In 
many cases, too, the emigrant discovers here for the first time, that 
there is a balance due on his passage money (which balance varies 
from one to twenty dollars); and is so endorsed on his ticket, and 
which he must pay on pain of detention and forfeiture of all he has 
previously paid.* In other cases the contract is to pay half the 
money in advance, and the other half at the end of the journey; 
but I have never known an instance of this kind in which the bal- 
ance of the money was not exacted in Albany, although their des- 
tination may be in the far west, or Canada. Remonstrance in such 
cases is utterly in vain, and the poor emigrant is compelled to submit, 
and frequently at a very great sacrifice of convenience, and even of 
physical requirements. 

Whenever I have met with emigrants who had escaped the run- 
ners in New-York, and would listen to my advice, 1 have procured 
(oT tl:em comfortable conveyance at reasonable prices. 

I have frequently attended to the weighing of luggage at the office 
of Smethurst, and on his boats; have detected and prevented frauds 
in the weight; in one instance I saw a lot of luggage weighed and 
marked at 700 lbs. at the above office; I thought the weight most 
extraordinary for so small a lot, and went to Mr. Roach, who, I be- 
lieve, was a partner of Smethurst, and asked him to come and 
weigh a lot of baggage, not telling him that I knew the weight at 
which it had been set down. He came, forward and weighed it at 
500 pounds. 

I saw on one occasion an emigrant pay, at that office, $16 for 
400 pounds to Detroit; and on another, $69 freight on 1600 lbs. 
to Milwaukie; have oh many occasions known emigrants pay from 
$2,50 to |6 for 100 lbs. to Milwaukie and Chicago, and in one in- 
stance when the man objected to the price, he was told that most of 
it went to the government* 
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On the 28th day of August last, I was forbid to go upon the 
Smethurst premises, and on the same day I published the following 
notice in the Albany Evening Journal and Albany Atlas: 

To The Public. 

As agent of the commissioners of emigration duly appointed under 
the law of last winter for this city, I have felt it my duty to visit 
as far as possible daily the offices of the several forwarding houses 
here, and see that fair arrangements were made with the emigrants 
going west, that their baggage was properly weighed, &c. To this 
duty none of the proprietors or agents of these establishments object- 
ed; on the contrary they offered me every facility in their power for 
its performance, with the exception of the firm of Smethurst & Co., 
who on this morning, through their agent Mr. Wm. Sterling, (lately 
from State prison,) refused me admission into their office, and fotbid 
my going on board their (?) boats or the boats consigned to their 
charge, which I am in the habit of doing in order to see to the con- 
dition of the emigrants, ascertain and give them advice as to their 
destination, &c. Not having, to my knowledge, given the members 
of this firm, or either of them, any offence farther than a strict dis- 
charge of what I conceived to be my duty as agent, and a frequent 
and vigilant exercise of its functions in their establishment, I con- 
sider it a part of that duty to lay the fact above mentioned 'before 
the public, in order that all, and strangers in particular, may give 
such consideration to it as they shall deem their interests require. 

' DAVID NELIGAN, 

Agent at Albany of Corners of Emigration. ' 

Albany J August 28, 1847. 

Upon the appearance of this I was threatened with personal vio- 
lence, but I continued to go there when business required it. 

My attention has been called to many cases of fraud practiced 
upon American citizens, equally flagrant with those upon foreigners, 
some of which have already received the attention of your com- 
mittee. I will only mention a few more, 

, Amasa Prescott^ of Belfast, Maine, paid $40 for jtwo passengers 
from Boston to Milwaukie; by railroad to Buffalo and cabin passaiQe 
on the lakes. These tickets wes« teC\»«i %V K&)»sci^\)^a^. *«xk ^jSssl 
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made to convey hina by canal and steerage on the lake, which would 
make a difference of $16. This statement was made by Prescott to 
Senator Beach. I dont know how he settled it, as I did not see him 
afterwards. 

Mrs. M. Frier, of Syracuse, paid $6.50 from New-York to Syra- 
cuse by railroad, consigned to Smethurst, in this city; but Smethurst 
refused to send her by that mode, and I had to procure a gratuitous 
passage from E. Corning, Esq., by railroad, Smethurst refusing to 
refund. 

I have seen many of the latter class who, upon discovering the 
fraud, destroyed their tickets and proceeded on their journey, rather 
than encounter the delay or trouble of seeking redress. 

* 

I will mention a few other cases of emigrants. 

James Heslop, a Scotchman, paid Smethurst & Co. thirty sove- 
reigns, or $145.20, for three persons to Port Washington, Ohio. 
The ordinary expense of the journey at that time (1st August) was 
$8.61. 

W. Reese, a Welshman, paid for two persons and 250 lbs. lug- 
gage from New-York to Milwaukie, $27.36, but on arriving at Buf- 
falo the ticket was repudiated by the agent, and Reese, I am informed, 
and several others in a like predicament, had to pay their fare over 
the lake. Reese returned to Albany to seek redress, but i^ vain. 

Mr. Canon and wife paid $21 to Milwaukie from New- York. 
The steamboat tickets on the river were refused, and he had to pay 
$1.50 for passage and 75 cents for luggage, (although he bad less 
than 100 lbs.) He had to go twice to New-York to prosecute Selo- 
ver, (tht agent) wlio was indicted, and afterwards paid his fare by 
railroad, losing the whole sum which he paid originally for his pas- 
sage, besides expenses of two trips to New-York, detention, &c. 

Samuel CoUis paid six sovereigns for five passengers from New 
York to Toronto. Smethurst demanded $13 more. On his stating: 
his inability to pay it, he was told he could go no further. His hon- 
or, the Mayor, and Thurlow Weed, Es^., gave' him twelve dollars^ 
and I procured a passage to his destination for ten dollars. His affi« 
dmrit, taken before bis bonot the recorder, is in my possession. 
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James Clark paid nine dollars for three full passengers from New- 
York to Cayuga bridge, by railroad from Albany. Smethurst refused 
to send him by railroad, and purchased his ticket back for one dollar 
and twenty-five cents. 

James Lind, a Scotchman, with five children, from New-York to 
Hamilton, C. W., paid $26.50. At Rochester the captain of the 
boat told him he could not send him to Canada, as he had received 
but ten dollars, and he must have three more for bis trouble. Lind 
had no ticket or evidence whatever, as Smethurst said it was not 
necessary, and the captain was an honorable man. I was present at 
the making of this agreement myself, and supposed all was right un* 
til I received a letter from Mr. Cook, editor of the Rochester Demo- 
crat, informing me that Lind and his family were in the Rochester 
alms-house, and requested me to get the money back from Smethurst. 
This Smethurst refused to do, but he sent an order to his agent at 
Rochester to forward Lind immediately. I know nothing further of 
this case. 

I deem it unnecessary to increase this list, although I could do so 
to a much greater extent. 

In order so show the enormous profits arising from this business, 
even when the)* fulfill their contracts with emigrants, I copy below 
a proposal made to me by a responsible forwarding house of this 
ci^. 

''Albany, July 10, 1847. 

B/Lvm Nelligan, Esq., '«f£| i| 

Dear Sir — We will transport such passengers as you may see fit 
to put on board of our boats, from this place to Buffalo at the fol- 
lowing rates: 

» 

Cabin passage including berth, $2 00 

Steerage passage without berth,- - - 1 00 

And to all points east of Buffalo in same proportion, or at six milk 
per mile for cabin and four mills per mile for steerage passage, to al} 
points east of Buffalo. 
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^' Fifty pounds allowed to each passenger free. Extra baggage to 
be charged at the rate of 12} cents per hundred pounds for each 
hundred miles, or forty-five cents for 100 lbs to Buffalo. 

Respectfully yours, 

R. N. CHAPIN & Co. 



Reference^ J. L. Schoolcraft, Jno. Townsend, E. Corning." 



/ : 



I have a similar proposal from the Swiftsure line, Greo. Moore, 
agent. 

I have in my possession affidavits and other documents in corro- 
boration of what I have here stated, which are at the service of your 
committee if required. 

I deem it important to mention one other case of fraud, which has 
just occurred to me, and which shows the collusion practiced between 
these forwarders and the steamboats on the River. 

An intelligent woman, named Mrs. McGee, of New York, about 
to visit a dying father at Whitehall, purchased a ticket of Geo. Mc 
Donald, of New York, for four dollars. On showing her ticket in 
the steamboat, she was ordered out of the cabin as an emigrant and 
rather than sleep on deck she paid $1,50 for the privilege of the 
cabin. On arriving she found that she must go up the .canal in a 
lumber scow or not at all ; so she had to go to Troy and take the 
packet, losing the four dollars she had paid the Agent. On enquir- 
ing into the matter, the Captain of the steamboat told me that tick- 
ets were sold to these Agents at half price. 

With reference to hribery^ T can say that no direct offer has ever 
been made to me by these fraudulent lines; but I have been informed 
by responsible citizens, that the subject had been talked over in thieir 
Presence, and that an offer of three or four hundred dollars would 
bave been made to me; but on their suggestion that it would not be 
received and might offend me, the design was abandoned. Direct 
offers, in more than one instance, have been made to me of a fer 
centage by respectable lines. Money has also been offered me by pas- 
sengers whom I have asidsted in procuring conveyance, or redressing 
frauds which had been perpetrated upon them; but in each and eve- 
jy^ instance I have refused to accept any compeusalvon, consideration, 
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bribe^or per centage whatever; and that I have not received^ do not 
expect to receive, and have not been promised any lee, reward or 
profit for my services, other than my regular salary. I have however 
procured, at various times, conveyance for destitute emigrants gratui^ 
tously^ by almost every mode of conveyance departing from our city; 
but as this was not a consideration, nor the result of a previous un- 
derstanding expressed or implied — and was not for my benefit, it can 
scarce^ be classed under the head oi bribery. 



^ No. 5.5. ) 
Testinnony of Samuel CoIIIf. 

\Referred to in the preceding testimony, \ 
Albany County ss, 

Samuel Collis, being duly sworn, says, that he is a native of Eng- 
land; that he came to and arrived in the city of New York on the 
10th of September instant; that on Thursday last, the 6th instant^ 
this deponent applied to G. Andrews of New York, for the passage of 
himself and his family, consisting of his wife and six children, from 
New York to Toronto; that said Andrews charged said deponent six 
pounds for said passage; and that this deponent paid said O. An- 
drews six sovereigns, for which said Andrews promised and agreed to 
forward this deponent and his family to Toronto, and gave this depo- 
nent in return a passage ticket,^ of which the annexed is a correct 
copy; that deponent and his family left New York on Thursday eve^ 
ning last, by the steamer New Jersey, and arrived in the city of Alba- 
np on Friday -morning, the 17th inst; that soon after deponent's Ar- 
rival in Albany and in company with Mr. David Nelligan, this de- 
ponent went to the office of H. D. Smethurst, the person to whom the 
said passage ticket was addressed by the said Andrews, and the said 
Nelligan on behalf of this deponent, presented said ticket to said 
Smethurst and asked for a passage ticket to Toronto for this deponent 
and his family; that said Smethurst refused to give such ticket, un- 
less he was first paid $13^ the amount endorsed as due on the passage 
ticket received from said Andrews, and also unless this deponent 
should pay said Smethurst the freight on this deponent's baggage. 

SAMUEL G<3\A5S.. 
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Subscribed and sworn before me, Sept. 18, 1847. 

D. Wright, Recorder^ Src. 

Passage Ticket. 

JVcw York, Sept. 16, 1847. 
No. 126. Due $13,00. 

Received of Mr. Collis, $19.36 for the passage of five persons, ma- 
king five full passengers to Toronto. 



To H. D. Smethurst, 122 Pier, Albany. 



[Endorsed] "Due |13.00." 



G. ANDREWS, N. Y. 



(A copy.) 



( A. ) , 
Letter from Robert S, Noyes to D. Nelligan. 

Km-York, Oct. 6, 1847. 
Mb. Nelligan, Albany — 

Dear Sir — ^I understand that you are humanely exeiting yourself 
to throw some light before the committees of the House and Senate, 
as to the manner in which the emigrant passenger business has been, 
and is now being done, in this city and other places— Troy, Albany, 
Buffalo, etc.; and having myself been engaged in this business this 
season, sufficiently at least to learn how it is done, and I take the 
liberty of addressing you, to ascertain if the frauds practiced here 
upon railroad emigrants are a& properly represented as those by tfaet 
canal, the former far exceed the latter; and as the directors of the 
different lines of railroad from Albany to Buffalo are directly inter- 
ested in the frauds practiced upon the immigrants, there is no tribu- 
nal so proper to enquire into their matters, as a committee from the 
Hwime from which they obtained their monopolizing power to plun- 
der and rob! 

The railroads have made an exclusive contract in this city with 

two men. Wolf & Rieschmuller, Germans^ by which they (the rail- 

road,) furnisb them with raihroad tickets lot emipwil i^^aaeu^ers^ to 
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the ^tire exclusion of every other house or person, at $1 less than 
is charged at their railroad depot in Albany, and in the same pro-' 
portion to intermediate places, thereby making &e railroad office of 
these two men in this city the only channel through which the poor 
emigrant can be transported by railroad; and I am credibly informed 
that the contract is renewed by the railroad for another season at 
even reduced prices from this year, to these two men; but that the 
immigrants are not to be benefitted by it, because these men are at 
liberty to charge the poor strangers what they plense, and there is 
nobody to interfere with them, because these men have a monopoly 
of the railroad tickets, directly from the directors of the company. 

The prices from this city, by -this office, are not limited toBufialo^ 
but they take especial pains to book them as far ay they want to 
travel, making, large profits off from them on each and every addi- 
tional route. I subjoin a list of the prices asked and obtained 
without a penny^s variation for the poor immigrant's fare, together 
with the cost on each passenger: 

V 

By Railroad. By Lake. Total. Profit. 

$4.00 $4.60 $1.50 

4.00 $1.00 5.50 3.50 

4.00 1.00 5.50 3.75 

4.00 2.00 6 50 5.50 

' 4.00 & Canal 3.50 8.00 4.50 

4.00 « 3.00 7.50 3.00 

4.00 « 5.00 9.50 5.00 

4.00 " 4.50 9.00 4.60 

In addition to the payment of the above prices to the railroad 
monopoly agents, the emigrants had to pay freight on their luggage 
from New- York to Albany, and cartage from steamboat to railroad 
depot, and then cartage at Buffalo from railroad to steamboat, and 
then freight on their luggage across the lakes, collected by one of 
these same contracting agents, located at Buffalo, to rob and plun- 
der; and the prices which I have charged in the cost, includes lug- 
gage fees! It is estimated that these men have made upwards of 
$40,000 since last May to this time out of the poor strangers that 
are seeking a home in the far west of this most beautiful continent! 
They have booked by railroad upwards of 15,000, most of which 
were travelling west of Buffalo. That you may judge of the 
correctmess of my estimates of cost, I send you a bill for the 
transportation of 77 J* passengers, which I consigned to John F. Wolf 
& Co., Buffalo, for the purpose of ascertaining what prices they ac- 
tually paid from Buffalo, including all baggage; and as thejj must 
have charged me something extra for trouble of shipping, &c., 'tis 

s ■ — ' ' 1 '■ ■ 

* See pages 116 and 117. 
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Cost by 


Steamboat. 


Price fm N, York to Buffalo, $6.00 


$0.50 


'' «' Cleaveland, 9.00 


0.50 


.<' « Detroit, 9.25 


0.50 


" " Chicago, 12.00 


0.50 


" " Cincinnatti, 12.50 


0.60 


" « Pittsburgh, 10.50 


0.50 


" " St. Louis, 14.50 


0.60 


" " LouisviUe, 13.50 


0.50 
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fair to presume that they paid less on their own! Is it not strange 
that the legislature of this mighty state should pass a law allowing 
the raihroad to carry luggage free of tolls, thereby robbing the canal, 
tmd not have the benefits extended to the travelling public? I sin- 
cerely hope you will lay this railroad curse open to the committees; 
and while all eyes are directed to the canal frauds, do not let the 
head monster of all frauds escape. You can rely implicitly upon all 
I have herein written, to be correct and true in every particular. 

Yours, truly, 

ROBT L. NOYES, 
165 Cedar-street. 

'• P. S. — I transport Wolf & Rieschmuller's canal passengers at 50 
cents from Albany to Buffalo each^ that being canal paying prices. 



( No. 56. ) 

IN COMMITTEE. 

Assembly Chamber ^ Albany ^ Kov. 18/A, 1847. 

Present, Mr. M'Namara, 
Mr. Upham, 
Mr. Rutherford. 

Testimony of George R. Barker. 

George R. Barker ^ being sworn, says: resides in Albany, is tick- 
et master of the Albany and Schenectady Railroad. The railroad 
firom Albany to Buffalo have made an arrangement with Isaac New- 
ton, of New York, for conveying emigrant passengers from Albany to 
Buffalo; the uniform price is $5 each passenger, and from this price 
there is never any variation, under any circumstances. The roads 
allow Mr. Newton, a commission of 20 per cent, on all passengers 
sent by him over the road. He has the exclusive privilege of for- 
warding that class of persons over the road, from the city of New 
York. Newton has employed Wolf and Rieschmuller, of New York 
/o book Emigrant passengers, and pays them a coinmlssion of 12 and 
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a half per cent: on the gross amount of their business; does not know 
that Newton has any connexion with W. arfd R., in their forwarding 
business from Buffalo west, or any of their business except the em- 
igrant business on the railroads from Albany to Buffalo, and« on 
steamboat from New York to Albany. 

It was the practice, occasionally, before we were authorized to carry 
freight on the railroads, for the railroads to charge for an extra 
passenger, when they had a large quantity of luggage, more than the 
ordinary baggage of emigrant passengers; some of them would not 
have any luggage, while ^others would have four or five hundred 
pounds; in such cases we let them pass without extra charge, their 
luggage averaged about one hundred and fifty pounds to each pas- 
senger, take the season through. Since the 1st of November, whS 
the roads began to carry freight, the emigrants are allowed one hun- 
dred pounds to each person, and for all extra luggage they are charged 
$1,25 for one hundred pounds, which increases their pasjsage 62 1-2 
cents to each person,. 

This arrangement with Newton terminates with this season; it has 
been in existence two or three years. Before this arrangement was 
made, the railroads hired John T. Clark, to superintend booking pas- 
sengers in New York. 

I have never know W. & R., to take more than $5,50 from New 
York to Buffalo; their tickets all pass through my hands, and have 
never heard any one complain of paying more than that sum, but 
they may have paid more. 
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( No. 57. ) 
IN COMMITTEE, 

Assembly Chamber , Jfovember 26th. 

Present, Mr. Smith, Chairman. 
Mr. McNamara. 
Mr. Upham, 
Mr. CHApn)LER, 
A Mr. Rutherford. 

Testimony of John F. Wolf. 

John F. Wolf, being sworn, says; I reside in the city of New- 
York, and act as an agent for the different railroads running from Al- 
bany to Buffalo, for transporting emigrant passengers. I have a 
contract with the presidents of the roads and pay all moneys which I 
receive from passengers for passage on the roads, to Isaac Newton. 
I book passengers to all of the different ports upon the lakes; I 
charge passengers $12 for a passage from New- York to Chicago and 
Milwaukie; I pay fifty cents in the summer and one dollar in spring 
and fall for passage upon the steamboats from New-York to Albany, 
and from four to six dollars from Buffalo to Chicago^ I paid for a short 
time, three dollars. I never collected any money from a passenger 
for his baggage upon the lakes. I have sent through from New- 
York to the ports upon the lakes, between four and five thousand 
passengers this season; and have sent from New-York west of Al- 
bany, between 14,000 and 15,000; I do not know anything relative 
to the bill of Malburn & Co., dated July 3, 1847, for transporting 
fifty-two passengers; it is made out by one of my partners at Buffa- 
lo; I convey passengers from the Quarantine ground to the city; I 
do not charge ship owners for conveying Germans from Quarantine, 
but receive ten cents per head for Irish. 

The following is the bill referred to: 

Buffalo, July 3d, 1847. 
Messrs. Wm. P. Malbtjrn & Co., in Albany. 
Gentlemen : 

On the inside we take the liberty of giving you the account res- 
pecting those passengers consigned by you to ms oh the I2th July, 
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together "with the tickets and a certificate of the deposit to the 
amount of $11,29, by which we now consider our own account 
square. We would have given the account earlier, but were in ig- 
norance of the weight of baggage of the Cincinnati and Pittsburg, 
passengers, which has been remitted to us from Erie this day. 

Very respectfully 

Your obedient servant, 

CHS. G. EHRNPFORTH. 

per John F. Wolf. 

Buffalo, July 3d, 1847. 

Messrs. Wm. P. Malburn & Co., in Albany, Dr. Cr. 

June 25, To 52 passengers to Milwaukie, as per 

ticket. No. 70 and 82 at $1,50 each,- $78 00 

" 1,270 pounds extra luggage to Milwau- 
kie, 30c. per 100 pounds, 3 81 

" 10 passengers to Cincinnatti, as per tick- 
ets No. 63 and 65, 32 50 

"^ 312 pounds extra luggage, $1 per 100 

pounds to Cincinnati,- ------ - 3 12 

** 2 passengers to Pittsburg, as per tickets 

No. 64, i 7 50. 

" 105 pounds extra luggage, 75c. per 100 

pounds to Pittsburg, -- 78 

^^ 4 passengers to Sandusky, as per tickets 

No. 88, 89, 90, 91, 4 00 

^^ 3 passengers to Cleveland, as per ticket 

No. 61, - 3 00 

^^ 6 passengers to Detroit, as per ticket 

No. 83, 97, 98, 105, 6 00 

July 3, Balance deposited in the Bank of Attica, 
payable to the order of Wm. P. Mal- 
burn & Co., .1129 . 

June 21, By draft on the Patchins Bank, $150 W) 

$150 00 $150 00 

CHS. G. EHRNPFORTH, 

per John F. Wolf & Co. 
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( No. 58. ) 
Testimony of John W. Mills* 

John W. Mills f being duly sworn, says; I was in the employ of 
Roach & Smethurst one month; was to receive as per contract, 
$2,600 for the season. The reason for my leaving them was that 
the passengers who paid through me were often compelled to repay 
their fare in BuflFalo, and also found that their baggage was weighed 
incorrect; I was connected with the same firm in 1846; I have fre- 
quently paid runners for securing passengers. 



( No. 59. ) 

Testimonv of John F. Wolf and John W. Mills. 

John T. Wolf and John W. MillSy of the city of New-York, 
in the employ of the Albany & Buffalo Railroad Companies, being 
duly sworn, do depose and say; that they have never collected them- 
selves, or allowed any person employed by them to collect one cent of 
passengers for fare or expense of transporting said passengers, or 
their luggage, between the Quarantine and the city of New-York, the 
past season; and that all passengers brought to the city by them have 
been transported free of cost to such passengers. 

JOHNF. WOLF, 
JOHN W. MILLS. 

Atbimy, JfovertAw 26^4, 1347. 
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( No. 60. ) 

Assembly Chamber j December Isty 1847. 

Present, Mr. Smith, 

Mr. McNamara, 
Mr. Upham, 
Mr. Chandler, 
Mr. Rutherford, 

Testimony of George C. Preston. 

George C. Preston, sworn, says; that he resides in Albany; is en- 
gaged in the general forwarding business; he has .been in the em- 
ployment of Mr. Schoyer, and also of Mr. O'Hern, of New- York, du- 
ring the season now just closed. Mr. Schoyer is the forwarding agent 
of the Holland Emigrant Association of the city of New-York; Mr. Ho- 
denpuyl is its general agent; Mr. O'Hern was forwarding agent of the 
association the fore part of the season. Their manner of doing business 
has been like this; on the the arrival of a vessel at Quarantine, 
from Holland, Mr. Hodenpuyl, with one or two of the men employed 
by the forwarding agent, would go on board and present letters of 
recommendation from the heads of the society to the passengers, 
who, after examining the letters, and finding all things correct, 
would generally submit to Mr. Hodenpuyl's direction in relation to 
the removal of themselves and luggage to the steamboat, and to the 
city of New-York; he directs them to the office of Mr. Schoyer, who 
settles with them for passage to their place of destination; Mr. Schover 
generally charges passengers $8,50 from New-York to Milwaukie. 

The latter part of October last, Mr. Schoyer consigned to R. Van 
Valkenburgh of this city, from 150 to 170 Holland emigrants, the 
greater portion of them destined tp Milwaukie. I was told by the 
emigrants that they paid $4,50 each full passenger from New-York 
to Buffalo; I collected here from them 75 cents per 100 pounds for 
their luggage from Albany to Buffalo; 15 cents per 100 lbs. for lug. 
gage from' New-York to Albany, and 10 cents per 100 lbs. fof 
weighing, making $1 in all. I was directed by Mr. Schoyer to 
make these charges; from this amount I was directed to i^a^ tk^ 
transportation company 50 cents on ^^Osx ^^s&^tl^^x Sxwss^ ^i^visfi!^*^^ 
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Buffalo by canal, 40 cents per 100 pounds for luggage, allowing 
100 pounds to each full passenger free ; the transportation company 
agreeing to carry but 60 lbs., the extra 50 lbs, being paid by Mr. 
Schoyer. I also paid 15 cents per 100 pounds for luggage from 
New- York to Albany, and 10 cents per 100 pounds to Mr. Van De- 
wall for weighing, as his fee; and after all these payments there 
was a surplus of from $20 to $30 left, which I paid over to 
Mr. Van De Wall, for the benefit of Schoyer. This is a fair sam- 
ple of their business; it is not always that the extra luggage at $1 
per 100 pounds will pay all the charges above enumerated, but it 
has generally done jjo. On all the tickets of these passengers there 
was endorsed on the back " Dwc, payable to J. Vanderpoel at Buffa" 
loj $5." They were shipped from here on board the canal boats " F. 
L. Sheldon," and " Rough & Ready;" they were to be shipped 
across the lakes by steamboats. 

I was at Buffalo a few days afterwards, and saw some of the ^ 
same emigrants on board the propeller Phoenix; I talked with a 
number of them, who complained of the treatment they had re- 
ceived from Vanderpoel; they said they had been compelled to pay 
full rates of fare across the lake, when they could have got it for 
$1,25. I inquired on board the ^steamer Great Western at what 
rates emigrant passengers could be carried to the upper lakes, and 
was told that $1,25 was the price. 



( No. 61. ) 
Testi nony of Eli Van Vaikenburgh. 

Eli Van Vaikenburgh, being duly sworn, says, that he resides at 
Albany; has been at Buffalo for the last four or five mouths; is 
engaged in the general forwarding business. During the season the 
prices of conveying emigrant passengers on the lakes has varied from 
$1 to $2.50, except for a short period, of perhaps three or four 
weeks, when there was a combination between the owners of steam- 
boats, when the price was $5. The usual price for extra luggage 
was 40 cents per 100 pounds. The price has usually been the same 
/or short and long distances on the lakes. 
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I was at Bufialo when the Holland passengers came in, on board 
the canal boats "T* S. Sheldon" and the "Rough and Ready." I talk 
Dutch and can understand it. I talked with them in relation to the 
treatment they received at the hands of J. Vanderpoel. They said 
they had paid their passage on steamboats, where they were to have 
plenty of room; but instead of that they were put on board the pro- 
peller Phoenix, without any accommodations for passengers what* 
ever, it being full of freight and luggage, with nothing to protect 
them from the weather but a deck overhead, without room to cook, 
or do any thing with ease. 

I saw and conversed with 15 of them \^ho had paid Vanderpoel 
$155 for their passage across the lakes. They were so incensed at 
the treatment they had received in being made thus to pay an exor- 
bitant price for their accommodations, and then put on board the 
propeller, that they refused to go by that conveyance. They had 
been to Mr. Vanderpoel, and requested him to refund the mone), or 
a part of it, which he refused to do, and they gave up their money 
and remained at Buffalo. I went on board the propeller Phoenix 
before she left Buffalo, and found her almost entirely filled with mer- 
chandize, so much so at least that passengers could have no accom- 
modations below the deck. There was a state-room overhead, to 
which the emigrants had not access; and their only accommodations 
were such as could be found on deck, with a roof or deck overhead, 
supported by posts, with no side enclosings. There were plenty of 
steamers at Buffalo at the time, of the first class, gn board of which 
ihey could have been shipped, at two dollars each. The propeller 
remained in port some ten days after the emigrants were put on 
board. Mn Vanderpoel is agent of the Holland Emigrant Asso-* 
ciation. 

J^Tote by the Committee. 

The propeller Phoenix was destroyed by fire on the 20th of No- 
vember, 1847, and most of the passengers were lost, as will be seen 
by the following extracts from the newspapers: 

Awful calamity — Over ttvo hundred lives lost — Propeller Phanix 

Burnt ! 

From the Eufialo Express. 

On Saturday evening last, we received a telegraphic despatch from 
New York, announcing the distressing intelligence of the burning of 
the propeller Phoenix, on Lake Michigan^ oa S>a3a!isc^ <ik^ X'j^ -^^^^-^ 
and the destruction of a large nimfeet oi \vs^%» '^'V^'^ \^^^v ^^^ ^'^ 
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at first generally credited, but yesterday morning the schooner Ontor- 
nagan arrived, bringing a corroboration of the calamity, with some 
particulars in relation to it. 

Captain Robinson, of the schooner, saw and conversed with the 
mate of the Phoenix, who is on board the propeller Delaware, and 
gathered from him the following particulars: 

On Sunday, the 21st instant, the propeller Phoenix, having on 
board some 200 men, women and children, emigrant passengers, 
mostly from Holland, besides the crew of about 30 persons, and 40 
cabin passengers, bound for Chicago, made Manitowac Bay, Lake 
Michigan, in heavy weather, for shelter from the gale. She let go 
her anchors, but the sea was so heavy that she dragged them, and 
to save themselves from shipwreck she put out to sea again. 

She had proceeded to within about 15 miles of Sheboygan, being 
about equi-distant from that place and Manitowoc, and about six 
miles off shore, when a fire was discovered in her hold. Every ef- 
fort was made to extinguish it, and with good success. But the 
vessel seemed doomed to destruction, for they had no sooner mas- 
tered the fire in the hold, than it broke out between decks, having 
been communicated from the boilers. The wind was quite fresh, 
and blowing directly on shore, which accounts for her being so far 
off land. 

Captain Sweet was confined to his berth by sickness, and the com- 
mand devolved upon the first mate. The greatest terror and confu- 
sion ensued on the second appearance of the fire, and all hope of sa- 
* Ting the vessel was soon abandoned. A rush was then made for the 
imall boat, when Mr. David Blish, of Southport, with great presence 
of mind and determination of purpose, ordered and drove them away 
from the boat, directing the mate to take possession of it. He then 
took Captain Sweet from his room and placed him in the boat, 
when he directed some twenty others to follow, and the boat left 
the propeller for the shore, Mr. Blish himself remaining behind. 

The propeller Delaware hove in sight about the time that the 
boat left, and new hopes were raised on board that she might reach 
them in time to save them from destruction; but it was a vain 
hope. The boat that left for shore arrived in safety, but before the 
Delaware could come up with the burning vessel, she had sunk, and 
all on board, except two picked up, had perished, either by fire or 
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flood. Mr. Blish fell a victim to his efforts to save others, he being 
. among the lost. 

The calamity involves a greater destruction of human life than 
has ever occurred in one event, upon these waters. Most of those on 
board were foreigners, and their loss will not be realized, but still it 
is a dreadful catastrophe, which carries to destruction in so short a 
time more than 200 human beings, with so small a chance for es- 
cape as appears upon this occasion. Only 30 saved from some 270 
persons. Eight of the crew, we understand, were among those 
saved. • 

The Phoenix was owned by Messrs. Pease & Allen, of Cleve- 
land, and insured for $12,000. 

This account varies somewhat from others in relation to the num 
ber on board, and those saved, and may not be strictly correct, but it 
is made up from the best information we could obtain. 

(Fkom the Detroit Free Press — Extra.] 

We have the painful news of the destruction of the Propeller Phoe- 
nix, together with upwards of two hundred passengers, of which one 
hundred and fifty were Hollanders, on their way to settle in the west. 

This melancholy news we get from the engineer who returned to 
this city on board the propeller Delaware, this day. 

The Phoenix was bound up, and on Sunday morning last, about 4 
o'clock, when within 17 miles of Sheboygan, she was discovered to 
be on fire. After finding it impossible to extinguish the fire, and that 
all who remained on board would perish in the flames, many jumped 
•verboard to save themselves as best they could. 

About thirty got into the small boats and were picked up by the 
Delaware, which hove in sight after the Phoenix was in flames, but 
not in time to render assistance to those who remained on board, or 
who were unable to get into small boats. 

The engineer furnishes us the names of those known to have been 
lost, and who he recollects by name. 
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'Mr. West, lady and child, Racine. 

Mr. Fisk and lady, do. 

Mrs. Heath and sister, Little Fort. 

Mrs. Long and child, Milwaukie. 

J. Borroughs, Chicago. 

D. Blish, Southport. 

Two Misses Hazelton, Sheboygan. 

• 

About 25 other cabin and 5 to 8 steerage passengers; together 
with 150 Hollanders. 

Of the officers and crew were lost — 
D. W. Keeler, steward, Cleveland. 
J. C. Smith, saloon keeper, Buffalo. 
N. Merrill, 2d mate, Ohio City. 
W. Owen, 2d engineer, Toledo. 
H. Robinson, 1st porter, Chicago. 
J. Newgent, 1st fireman, Bufialo. 

Deck hands — ^T. Halsey, T. Ferteau, River St. Clair; J. Murdock, 
A. Murdock, Canada; George . 

Cabin boy — :H» Tisdale, Cleveland, body found. 
Wheelman — ^L. Southworth, New Bedford. 
Two colored cooks, Detroit. 

The ncimes of those saved are— 

Capt. Sweat, Ohio City. 
Clerk — Donihue, River St. Clair. 
— Engineer, M. W. House, Cleveland. 
1st Mate, H. Watts, Cleveland. 
Wheelman, A. G. Kelso, Ohio City, 
Deck hand, J. Moon, Cleveland. 
Fireman, Michael O'Brien, Buffalo. 
2d Porter, R. Watts, Cleveland. 

The Phoenix had the largest load of passengers and freight she 
could carry. 

The loss of life above, is the largest which ever occurred on the 

Lakes, and the property lost is immense. It is supposed that those 

150 Hollanders had considerable money with them, as they were 

seeking a location in the West; but how uncertain is life! It is in- 

deed mournful to record this sad catastroplie. 
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[From the Cleveland Herald.] 

ADDITIONAL PARTICULARS. 

We have conversed with Mr. M. W. House, engineer of the Phoe- 
nix, and from him received the following particulars in addition to 
those furnished by the Free Press. The fire occurred on Sunday 
morning, the 2ikt inst., between' Sheboygan and Mantouwoc, and 
about seventeen miles from Sheboygan. The fire was first discovered 
under deck, near the back end of the boiler, and all possible^means 
were used to extinguish it, but without success. The two small 
boats were lowered away and instantly filled with the few who es- 
caped to tell the tale of ihe sad disaster. Capt. Sweet, who had been 
confined to his state room, one wheelman and one deck hand were in 
one of the boats^ the 1st mate, one fireman and 2d porter in the oth- 
er; the balance of the loads were chiefly Hollanders. 

Mr. Donihue, Clerk, Mr. House, Engineer, and one passenger, Mn 
J. Lang, were all that were taken from the water alive. Donihue 
and Lang, were found under the stern, clinging to the wheels, and the 
engineer on a float about 50 rods from the wreck. Those who were 
saved were taken up by the propeller Delaware, which was at anchor 
off Sheboygan at the time the fire commenced. The Delaware tow- 
ed the wreck, which was completely gutted, into Sheboygan, where 
it now lays aground. 

Much credit is due to Capt. Tuttle and the crew of the Delaware, 
for the prompt and humane assistance rendered by them on the occa- 
sion, and for the kind treatment extended to the sufferers whilst on 
their passage down. 
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( No. 62. ) 

IN COMMITTEE, 

Assembly Chamber, JSTovember ZOth^ 1847. 

Present, Mr. Thomas Smith, Chairman. 
Mr. Mc Namaea, 
Mr. Upham, 
Mr. Chandler, 
Mr. Rutherford. 

Testimony of James Roach. 

James Roachy being recalled, says, that he understands Grinnell, 
Minturn & Co., Thos. Marshall, Boyd Sf Hinken, and Fox & Li- 
vingston, have made an arrangement with Mr. Root to bring passen- 
gers from quarantine to New York, by which they paid Root 10 cents 
for each passenger, except Germans, who were brought up for no- 
thing — he considers those employed by government more valuable as 
runners, in consequence of their official station, than others of equal 
capacity. 

The prices of conveying passengers from Buffalo to the cities and 
villages on the upper lakes, during the fore part of the last season, 
were for the first two months $3 each, and from $1.25 to $1.50 on 
the lower lakes — after that we paid $2 on the upper and $1 on the 
lower lakes, and towards the close of the season, the prices were raised 
to $5 on the upper and $2 on the lower lakes. 
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( No. €3. ) 

Testimony of Christian Duensing. 

[Referred to in the testimony of John 0, ColeJ^ 

The People, 
vs. 
Rudolph Shomaker, 
William Smith, 
William P. Paff, & 
George Shaver. 

Christian Duensing^ being duly sworn, says, that he landed in 
New York on Thursday last, from ship Mina, from Bremen. His fii- 
mily consists of his wife and four children. He arrived in this city 
Friday morning, and went to the house of William P. Paff. He 
went there because Mr. Paff was on board of the vessel when he ar- 
rived in this city, and he invited him to his house to breakfast — told 
him to go to his house. He had a paper which was directed to Mr. 
Paff — that paper he received from Mr. Brish m New York, to whom 
he paid, he believes, $40. 50, according to his bargain, for passage of 
himself and family and his luggage, to Chicago — to pay for four and 
a half full passages at $9 a piece to Chicago — and after paying this 
money it was said to him, now you will be forwardedyrcc from New 
York to Albany by steamboat, from Albany to Buffalo by railroad^ 
and from Buffalo to Chicago by steamboat. 

The steamboat tickets he gave to Mr. Paff on the arrival of the 
boat — the other ticket he gave to Mr. Shoemaker, when weighing 
the luggage. The letter, Mr. Paff 's young man (Shaver) took away 
from him. 

From the house of Mr. Paff they were taken to the office, where 
they were to weigh the baggage. The ticket he gave to Shoemaker 
stated that he has six persons in his family, to be counted as four and 
a half, to be taken to Chicago- — the ticket was addressed to Mr. Paff, 
he thinks — the letter he knows was addressed to Paff — which was in 
substance that they should be taken to Chicago in twelve days, and 
if they were delayed, to pay for their board — and their luggage free 
to move. That letter was taken from him by Paff's young man- 
when they were weighing the luggage vivl\ves& ^\NSi^^^ '''' -^^^ss&. V«. 
you weigh my luggage, it \s to go jVee^^ , ^\A V^ \.os3«. '^^ Ns^^sst ns 
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«how it, when this young man snatched it from his hand, saying, 
'* this is a letter which you should have delivered before, for it be- 
longs to me." When he (witness) claimed the letter back, he said 
it belonged to him, and he refused to give it up. Shoemaker was 
present — does not know whether PafT and Smith were present or not. 
They put his luggage on the canal boat and demanded for freight five 
dollars — this was demanded by Smith. He refused to pay it. Then 
they threatened to put his baggage overboard — he knows Mr. Faff 
said so. 

After consulting in the family, they thought best to pay something, 
and went to the office again and offered to pay $2; they refused, 
and then afterwards offered the five dollars if the arrangement was 
made with his fellow passenger, (Stener) from whom they demanded 
$90. And after he paid the $90, then Smith claimed from deponent 
$47. Then he laid down four double louis d'ors, and Smith took it 
up, (making a motion with his hand of snatching) and said he should 
borrow money from his brother-in-law enough to make up the $47. 
He borrowed money from his brother-in-law, who handed out one 
double louis d'or at a time, and as they were laid down Smith took 
them up, one at a tinfb; he took up four in this way; this they said 
was for over weight; Smith said so, and he received in return from 
Smith $2.50. 

His brother-in-law was to receive $1 in change from Smith of 
the amount he had paid, and because witness had paid far less in 
New- York, that would make it right; they would keep the five dol- 
lars and he could make it right with his brother-in-law. 

The $47 was demanded for over weight of his freight. Mr* 
Smith said, "you must not imagine we can carry you so cheap — 
great deal of this money is to go to the government of the canal, 
which has laid out upwards of eighteen millions of dollars; he said 
if he took a cent more than was due, ^may his wife and children 
become blind' — ^you must take me for an honest man, for I am your 
countryman — ^I also am German." Nothing else was said in refer- 
ence to the money, but that he gave assurance that he should have 
a cabin passage. His luggage weighed he dont know how much 
himself, but it is put on the ticket (by Shoemaker) to be 1,060 
pounds. 

Mr. Brisk put an his ticket that his luggage s?io%i(d go free^ 
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Jfovember 2. 

Duensing cross-examined. Being asked if Mr. Brisch came to Al- 
bany with him, he says, the man 'who gave him the ticket in Mr. 
Brisch's name did not come up with him; he does not know Mr. Brisch; 
a lame man in BMsch's employ came up wiA him; he knows the man 
was in Brisch's employ, because in a certain degree he took care of 
us; he said *'notwsthstanding you will not be forwarded by the rail- 
road we will take care you are forwarded in a good boat;'' he doei 
not know the name of the man with whom the bargain was made; 
the letter shown he has seen before; it is the one he brought with 
him from New- York; he received the letter from the man who does 
writing in the office in New-York; he received the tickets from 
another man in the office in New-York. 

[The interpreter says the paper produced is the translation of the 
letter, which states that '^ their luggage was to be carried free"^ 

He read the tickets he received in New-York. An endorsement 
on the back of one of them read; asked if he read it; he did read it. 

The tickets shewi\^ to him: says they are not his tickets; not gi- 
ven to him in New-York; he is sure of it; upon being shown the 
tickets again, he says he is mistaken; they are the same tickets- 
he received in New-York. 

After having read the tickets he returned to the office and found 

fotUtwith them; then he was persuaded that on a canal boat he could 

be as well accommodated as on the railroad; but being dissatisfied 

with the 100 lbs. luggage on the back of the tickets then the letter 

was given him. 

On arriving at Albany, meeting Paff in the boat was told by Paff 
to give up his tickets; to go to Pafi's house and take breakfast, and 
in the meantime his luggage would be taken to the place where it 
ought to be. It was about noon he went to the office; he beUe^^a 

[Assembly, Na 260.] 1 



.J 



i|9: [A^mmM^ 

he went to the office three times that day. The first tune he went 
to the office Shaver went with him; saw Shoemaker there and the 
young mail from New-York^ and Shaver and many others; is not 
certain that he saw Paff or Smith ther^ the first time he went there; 
he conversed with Shoemaker: he wanted back from Mr. Shoemaker 
his ti^](§^^ ]^^.9pswered, ** he had to receive instead of this two other 
ones;" with cer^tainty he cannot say any more that was said; that 
w,^ ajl tj^j: v^p^^^id w>tl^iSrfep«»9»k^i he cp»vfi?sfid. with tfet jfomg 
wwifi (^l^awrf);*t^ :J>^ sihpw^ hi? l^tt^f to Mr. Sh^er; be tq^. 
it km hi»> is9iyi|ig it w^ .bis,tett»FT--^yw slipi^d h^Yi^ d/^livj&rfdiV 
bfifoyp; I 9ff^ certftia M sftW " tb^ Mt^r b«Joi>gs tf m^i' Mr, Sllp»- 

"ogl^ did not §ay jit l^^^ Mr. .P^>f awj h^ o^gbt tp fe^^ it. V^ 

rep^ye^J np j^irpetiap in NeVrY wk ^b«^ to dp mik tte let^^, Witr 
nss? gaye hi^ ticl^^t to MrvSfcpew^qri Mr* Sbwnj^k^r g^Y^ \3m 
tn^ tid£05^; he pro^upep i^^m^ 

Jj WJI9: pipre tha^i two bpurs befpre J wept tb? S^QPH^ tjmj^ Mft 
P*ff wc^t with bim it that timej b^d no otier ppipversatipn witJi 
Paff, than that they were then going to tbe Pj^^; 9t tba^ tiqa^ ha ^ . 
certain Shoemaker, Smith and Paff were in the offiie; believes Sha- 
yer. and the young man from New-York wer^ there, but of these be 
is pot certain; did not see the map pointed out, (Byington.) 
Do not remember to have seen him at all. The conversation was 
commenced by Smith, who said they had to pay for overfreight; he 
rtfiisti. Smith said they had to pay; if they reftised to pay, their 
luggage would be thrown overboard; ^* then we demanded our luggage 
back;'^ that was refused. Mr. Paff said, " I expect you won't refuse 
4o pay the trifle of five dollars?*^ (wbieb I bad to pay in New-York 
fhf overfreight;) afterwards it was said it was done in New- York. 
When he refused to pay Ibey began to scold and blow him up. Then 
he and others were pushed down stairs, and one of his fellow-pas- 
sengers fell, who said, "now we refuse to pay we get blows;'* don't 
remember any thing else material, but there was a gi^at noise and 
upear. 

Neither Paff nor Smith dien told him to felqh his luggage; the^ 
refkised to give it. 

Perhaps an hour afterward he had tb« next conversation in the 

office.* Shoemaker and Sm^th were present. Also the captain of 

the boat for ^ moment. Then because the family were very 

^Axious to go on, he offered to pay f2«50. Then his fellow-passen* 

ffer was required to p^j |90 fort4^00 lbs. w\ii^. ({)[el^dr.) Tb^n 
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Heuer offered ten LotAs d^ors. Witness remarked, *' you offer too. 
much;" but it was not my business; it was his. They repeated tQ 
him (Smith did it) that if he did not pay his goods would be thrown 
overboard; that at < last he did pay. Another passenger was asked for 
$5. Witness said, this is a very poor man. Let him for pity*s sake 
have some money for his journey; then they returned him one piece. 
Then Heuer had paid $6 too much, and they reckoned it to his (wit- 
ness') account; and then Smith told witness he ha4 to pay $4 fpr. 
overfreight. Then witness took the purse from hii^ pocket, and. of- 
fered all the money he had, saying, ^^thaPs all, I can't pay more, 
than this." He was then told the balance of the money he could get 
irom his brother-in-law, (Heuer;) the witness laid down his four 
dotible Louis d^ors. This Smith took away; then he bcHrrpwed four, 
double Louis d^ors from his brother-in-law; and then Smith said 
witness had handed only three double Louis d'ors, and then t^-^O were 
returned to him; then he received the tickets; they then were 
ordered to go after their families, because the boat was to start 
immediately. Went to Shadell, they having left Paff 's. He 

has told all that took place. He remembers some other things took 
place. Mr. Smith mentioned that you must not believe all this 
money was going to them; that much was going to the government; 
he must not mistrust him. '^ May my wife and children become blind 
if I have taken too much from you." 

There was no offer by Smith of his money back, nor direction to 
go to the boat and take their things, nor direction to the captain i^ 
deliver them. 

He remembers some other things: 

Before he paid his $47, he told them to return the money to hiff, 
brother-in*law, and we will have this matter investigated. 

This is all he remembeifu 

The Captain did not tell him and Heuer to go and get their lugr 
gage; all the eaptain said was — ^^ hurry^ the boat is ready to^;" 
the captain spp^e German; Smith first asad hurry ^ aad the captajii 
confirmed it. 

r 

He remembers a man went out to get change; don't identjfy By^. 
ington as beji^ the.|sx9ii; don't remember 1^ W^^ ^rrssl^-^xm^ss^*^. 
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He paid in New-York $40.50; he believes he paid six dattUe 

Louis d^orSf and received from him five franc pieces, and some small 

change. He will not swear he paid six double Louis d'ors; he will 

swear he gave five; he paid it in the office — ^not the same man who 

^ve the tickets, nor the same man who came to Albany. 

Shewn an endorsement on his ticket; don't understand it; the 
word five he understood, but not the other; he now understands, for 
he has been told it means he had paid four dollars less in New-York; 
he did not understand it in New-York, nor was it told him there; 
he was told so by Smith at the office. 

JDtred.^^First saw Smith ai the office. Cannot say he saw the 
young man from New-York in Brisch's office in New-York. 
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Testimony of Samuel Byington. 

[Referred to in the testimony of John O. Cole.^ 

The People 
vs. 

Rudolph Shoemaker, William ^ 
Smith, William P. Paff, and 
George Shaver. 

Samuel Byington, being duly sworn, prosecution declines ex- 
tmining him. 

Cross Examimd: Says he was in the office once when complain- 
ant was there; he is a cartman; when he went into the office Duen- 
sing and Huer were counting out the money— -quite a number of 
pieces of gold. Something was said about one dollar to come back 
to the Dutchmen. Mr. Smith gave witness four dollars in bills to 
go and get specie; went out, and returned without it. Smith said, 
^ We can make it." Shoemaker asked Smith how much their fare 
was. Smith said I will tell ybu when we have settled. Smith put 
the money in his pocket. Shoemaker handed the tickets to Smith. 
^kiiii handed them to the passengers. Then Smith said to one of the 
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passengers, (Duensing,) ** all is right now." Witness did his business 
with Shoemaker, and came out of the ofBce at the same time with 
fhe Dutchmen. Shoemaker told Smith he would not have any 
thing to do with the passengers, if they could not pay as he had 
figured out the bill; to let them go where they were a mind to; he 
would have nothing to do with them. Smith talked to the passen- 
gers; what he saidj do not know. 

Heman C. Whelpleyy being duly sworn, says, at the request of the 
parties he called upon Shoemaker; asked him to return the tickets. 
Hensaid he could not; he had sent them to New York. Asked him 
to return the money. He said he had received no money, nor no 
tickets. Then went to Smith; Paff was present Demanded from him 
the tickets and the money. The tickets he said he had given to 
Shoemaker, the money to Faff. Faff took out a book and showed a 
statement; said he had received (146. Asked him to pay back the 
money; said he had not got it; he had paid it over to Shoemaker ^ 
that he was appointed by Smethurst in his absence to keep account 
of the money Shoemaker received; went again to the office to Shoe* 
maker, asked him which lied; he then said he had not received the 
money yVom them; he had received the money from another, and 
the tickets from Smith. Witness demanded them again; he refused 
to give them up. 

It was proposed to show that the amount paid in New York was 
ample compeiisation for transporting them to Chicago. 
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Testimony of Seaman C SluyCor. 

Statb of New York, > 
CUy of Buffalo^ ) "' 

SwMBU Clmtser Sluyter, being duly sworn, says, he is a Holland 
igrant, and that he arrived in the city of New York on or about 
the 19th of September, 1847, and that while in New York he went 
to the house of Brisch, a German inn-keeper, an office-kee|^ <it 
agent; that while there he tec^^^ Va ^ftfc Tit. \^'^>»^'^^s^ 
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cure from him such counsel and advice as would aid him and ha£K 
associates in securing a good and safe passage to Black Lake, Midu" 
gan; that a maUi calling himself B. A. Duff hues, told him thfit 
Dr. De Witt vt9a not in the city of New- York, and thai he the said 
Dufibues^ had (as he informed this deponent) seen Mr Hodenpttjdy 
the Holland agent ivt New-Yorkf and thai he the said Hodenpuylr 
had told him the said Duffhues, that the said De Witt had left the 
city for Albany^but that he the said Duffhues told this deponent that 
he had found an intim^^e friend of Dr. De Witt, the Rev« Mr. For- 
raster» and a parson calling hiinself Mr. Forrester was then intre- 
4iiccd to this dc^nent by the said Duffhues, who represented himaelf 
,9fi a minister of the gospel, and that he would aid this depoikeat and 
friends to the colony of Dominie Van Raalte, which th^ were as-^ 
•ured was. at Detroit, in the State of Michigan, and that by sudi 
r^resentations he was induced to take tidcets Uxr fifte^i and ~one 
half persons, from £L D. Smediumt, and paid for said tickets the sim 
of sevea doUara and sev^nty-^ye cents for each perscm, and one dol- 
lar for each one hundred poimds of luggage; and this deponent for* 
. ther' saysy that be is informed, and believes, that the man who repre- 
sented himsdf as theRcEv. Mr. Forrester, was in truth and in fact 
'not a friend of Dr. De Witt, and that he was- not a minister, but 
an imposter; and that this deponent says that he bad paid mwit 
more than he ought to have paid, and has paid much more than he 
would have paid had the above named person not represented him- 
sdf as the Rev. Mr. Forrester; and this deponent is informed, and 
believes, that Dr. De Witt was, at the time above mentioned, in the 
city of New York, and that the said Duffhues had not seen the said 
Hodenpuyl, as he represented to this deponent he had done, but that 
all said representations were whotty^ false and untrue, and intf*nded to 
deceive, and did deceive, this deponent, and further deponent saya 
not 

S. K. SLUITER. 
Sworn before me this 6th 
day of October, 18^. 

James 0. Dickie, Jiistiee of the Pemti 
The above was fully interpreted before signing. 
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CmtaHiQhioation from the OBioer» of a Society in Btiffiuto^ 

The Sooieti^'of tirade fbteign^iis who are natires of the BriliA 
IdandSy but are ndtr Pesidents in this eity having kt their i!»etcial 
iheetings appomted del^liltes^ t(y make to the Codimittee, for the p«r« 
\ pose of invest igating the frauds practiced upon foreigners and otiiera 
by certain passengef^agMts^a' statement of the fhcts as they hafv^-^- 
curred here, and of dmch soggestiohsas upon cbnsida^atibn tb^ think 
would tend, if acted iipoli, tb prevent the freipient irepetitien ^ sitli 
frauds. 

: i 

A large proportion of these frauds must remain unknowa to any 
but the parties concerned. It is known to every inhabitaot of this 
city, who is conversant with police affairs, that such transactions 
were of daily occurrence during the season whai emigrants chiefy 
arrive Daily complaints of this kind were made to &e Mayor aad 
to the Police Courts. It appeared to be the practice to change tidji:- 
ets given at New York, for other tickets at Albany or Troyy and the 
latter were less favorable to the passenger. E^rauds in the wBight ^f 
baggage, and fraudulent rates of charge, first were common. It was 
common to refuse to send on passengers unless they paid more tiiatt 
the sum orriginally agreed upon. This was often done at this point 
There were many instances also in which the baggage was detain^ 
until ' fraudulent demands were paid, and others in which passage 
tickets were given drawn upon parties here w1h> asserted that^fhej 
had no funds for that jfmrpose. 

The dfHculty of procuring testimony is often very great, and the 
agents q^ften take care to provide counteracting evidence, n There 
have been instances in which women, utterly unacquainted with the 
country have been left on the docks here, thougti thetr ^d^^ge t'd'tte 
plpces where their friends lived had been paid. So also of children. 
A year ago, about sixty people were thus left at oile time, and were 
forwarded at the public expense. It is found that those passengers 
who have money prefer paying something additional to the agents, 
to being detained here at heavy expense, whilst suits are progressing. 

The undersigned have given the subject much thought and inves-^ 
tigation, and after consultation with several of the best legal authotv- 
ties in this city, are fully o£ opVnioii ^%X. «a^\K^% iwsiS^^Nsfc^Kas^^ 
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as would make fraud upon these people an ofience indictable in any 
courts in the State, and that testimony de bene esse should also be 
permitted on the part of people. These enactments seem to us to be 
necessary, If practicable, it would be advisable that some method 
should be taken of giving the proper information to the immigrants 
1)efore they leave the vessels. The subscribers would suggest that the 
distribution of handbills might be made imperative on the pilots, and 
would have some hope that through the British Consul at New York, 
a plan might be adopted by which the agents employed in Great 
Britain and Ireland, to examine the quantity, &c., of the provisions 
of each emigrant, might by the Government of that country be em- 
• ployed, also in the distribution of handbills, such as would be of no 
material expense, and would forewarn those who are now so often 
imposed upon. 

We have seen the present effort to protect the immigrant, made in 
fhe Legislature of this State, with feelings of the deepest gratifica- 
tion. We rejoice in hoping that the immigrant may be made more 
and more to feel that as soon as he lands on these shores, he is watch- 
ed over and cared for .by the Government of the country he has 
adopted; and we may be allowed to express a hope that it might 
properly be deemed true policy to protect those who by emigrating- 
Westward, contribute so largely as our own countrymen do, to de- 
Telope the mineral and agricultural resources, forming a considerable 
- proportion of the material of the commerce which renders the State 
of New York so prosperous. 

. We are, with every feeling of respect and confidence, the members 
of the Societies of persons bofn in the British Islands, but now resi- 
dent in Bu&la 

Through ROBT. HADFIELD, Secretary. 

Hon. Thomas Smith, 

Chairman, of Committee to investigate Jrauds upon Emigrunts. 



N<K «60.] 137 

( No. 67. ) 

Communication from Charles H. Webb, Agent of Brhish 

Protection Emigrant Society. 

To the Committee of Delegates from the Legislature to investigate 
the/rauds upon Emigrants on arriving in this dty* 

Gentlemen: 

In addition to the evidence laid before you by the undersigned, 
he would beg to state further facts which he is cognizant of. 

Another system of fraud adopted by the boarding house keepers 
(emigrant) is, that they generally have five or six persons about 
their establishment, who if they cannot prevail on the emigrant to 
accompany them to the boarding house they represent, when com- 
ing from the quarantine to the city on their arrival at the dock, they 
seize upon their baggage by force, having carmen who are privy to 
their operations in their employ, to take it to the boarding house 
whom they act for, and when the luggage is once in the house, and 
the emigrant find he is in a place, that he could not be satisfied vnth 
the accommodation lor himself and family, and wish to have his 
luggage moved after looking about, finding more suitable accommo- 
dations, it is then held by the landlord either for a demand of storage 
or a charge of one days board, subjeciing the emigrant to put up 
with the accommodations offered him, or pay some five or six dol- 
lars for that he has received no equivalent for. These boarding 
l^ouses make it a rule, for instance, if emigrants arrive at 7 o'clock 
P. M., and leave the next day at 10 or 2f o'clock, charge two days 
board and lodging, what in fact is. only one day. AU which may 
be summed up, by stating that for the past season, a numerous gang 
of runners in the employment of various forwarding houses, whose 
names have been very frequently before the public, charged with gross 
frauds upon emigrants, act in concert with certain boarding houses, 
and have been in the constant practice of forwarding emigrants, to 
admit of their luggage being taken to these houses, when one way or 
the other, they have surely been extorted upon. 

If the undersigned might suggest measures necessarily to be adopt- 
ed, he would urge that a dock be set apart for the landing of emi- 
grants id New York, with suitable sheds, and that police <iflGLCfts& 
should be in attendance to ptesen^ Qt4<» «sA \\QNfc^ '^sife -w^ss&fc * 
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the Societies in performance of their duties, and further as a check 
upon these runners, they should be required to take out a licence and 
be under heavy penalty for their good conduct. 



CHARLES H. WEBB, Supt. 



Office British Prot^etion 

Emigrant Society, 
42 Courtlandt street. 

mw York, Oct. 1«A, 1847. 
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( No. 69. ) 

Letter from ■ ' ■' ^ U tfie Mayor of Albany. 

Buffalo, My 18, 1847. 

Mr. Paaiial««, Albany. 

Mr DEAft Siffr^-I think it my duty fo mfdrm ytm ad Mayiiirof 
flje 6ity of Albany, of some of the frauds' and robberies that are daily 
being practiced on the unsuspecting, ignorant emigrant that are pafiM* 
ittg through Ihis dty, by the self styled passenger agents, Henry D. 
Smethurst & Co., and (Jeorge W. Diaily. The amount is" ehormonsi, 
and not one passenger seemingly gets off withont beitig cheated ^t 
6f something, more or less, in some way. I wilt Dtt^fttfcn only a few 
'fMit of the many way^ of cheating that have come ctndier my obseTva* 
tioH while I have befett a clerk here at Mr. ■ ■ ^ » > office in Buflfa* 
toy, to whom passengers are forwarded. 

1st. They make their tickets for the fititnber of pie^rsfbns, tH^kiiig 
short the full passages, and consequently the passenger gets on the 
steamboat and hare to pay over^-^^ay nine pcfrsons, eight full p^ 
sage tickets, will read nine persons, four full passages. 

9d; They collect luggage at four timiM the customary priced for 
St Louis, Cincinnati, Pittsburg, and all the sottthenn ronlesy and My 
GB the back of tiokets, paid on the lake only, and they hate t0 p^y 
pnt fipoat Erie tmd on Ihe touttaem Q«|ali 
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3d. They collect, over 1000 lbs. luggage, and put on the ticketi 
400 Ihs. 

4th. And in many cases \7here the passengers pay the fare through 
in New York, they will write due on the ticket, a sum about equal 
to what they pay at this office for the lake fare, thus cheating the emi* 
grant out his lake ticket, and more than one hundred cases of this 
kind have come under my observation, where the passenger was net 
able to pay his passage over, and had to apply for charity. 

I would recommend for humanity sake, and the honor of our city, 
that you place a competent man at both of those passenger offices to 
examine all the tickets, and see that passengers are not defrauded out 
of their last dollar. You probably have no correct idea of the 
amount they are daily and hourly swindled out of. Mr. Paff is a 
tool that they use to cheat thousands, and a Wm. Smith also. I can 
send back many cases every day that come to hand if you wish me 
to do so, and can provide funds to pay their fare on the railroads, for 
they are not able to go back, for which reason they are becoming more 
embolden in their frauds^ They are increasing daily and scarcely a 
passenger passes without a fraud being practiced upon. 

Mr. Matthews passage office at Troy is in not much better repute. 

Any service that I can render in the way of giving information, 
^ill be done with pleasure. If you wish any reference to place con- 
fidence in this episftle, I will refer you to Mr. E. B. Bennett, A. C. 
Churchill, Reuel Clapp, and Elder Stephens Wilkins. 

A lot of eighty-six Hollanders lay here waiting, that paid fare over 
$1,150 — $680 passage, $433 in Troy for their luggage. We 
weighed the luggage, and the over weight at a fair price will not 
come to $76. Shipped by P. O'Hern, New York, Emery Matthews, 
Ti-oy. 

Smith shipped some two weeks since, a lot of HoUaDi^rs; ahd cd- 
feeted $463 in Albany, and receipted to Bufiialo only, gaVe a s/pitti- 
ot» receipt, signed by some Dutch rufaner, to St. Louis. fVeightto 
Buffalo was about $50. They had to pay their luggage over, bnt it 
did not cost but about $80 from here« 



Respectfully yours, 
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P. S. Keep this to yourself, so far as my name is concerned, it 
might be the means of my losing my place this season, if my name 
was brought in question as the exposer, &c. 

In haste. 

Please call on Rev. Dr, Wyckoff, of your city who is somewhat 
conversant with some frauds practiced on Holland emigrants, and he 
may be able to render you some assistance and information* 



( No 65. ) 

Letter from Moses G. Leonard, of New York, to the 

Cominittoe. 

Gentlemen: 

To comply wtth yotir request, viz*, to give you some account of 
the effects of the law of the 5th of May last, (known as the emigra- 
tion law,) as it relates to the city, the relief atforded thereby to our 
charity institutions, and whether or not it was productive of the 
greatest benefits to the immigrant, in consideration of the amount of 
money received. Permit me to call your attention to the report of 
the Commissioners of the Law, in which you will find a. detailed and 
full account of the action of that board and the result of their labors. 

That there were very great embarrassments to be overcome in per- 
fecting proper and suitable arrangements for the reception, and pro- 
vision of the poor and sick, when it is recollected, of the numbers 
and condition of those to be provided for, none will question, and 
and that the Commissioners exerted all due diligence in meeting the 
exigencies of the case, will not be doubted, when it is known that 
after four days they had made temporary arrangements for all falling 
to them to provide for. This arrangement was, however, made with 
the constituted authorities of the city, and until after the most peril- 
ous season of the sickness, (which was the only cause of real diffi- 
culty and embarrassment,) has paiSsed, the sick, as well as paupers, 
were provided for in the institutions of the city. 

^ibout the time the Commissioners had prepared their buildings for 
the reception o( pauperSj the law of Conf^tess, passed at the last sei- 
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sion of that body, went into effect, and which materially lessened Ihe ' 
numbers arriving, and changed the characters of those who sought 
relief, as well in fact as that arrived. 

The limited number allowed in any one vessel had the effect to 
increase the rates charged for transportation, and consequently, only 
such embarked for the United States as could pay the enhanced fare. 
This brought .a better class of immigrants; better when they left 
home, and their more comfortable condition on ship-board brought 
them to our shores more healthy, and of course less necessitous. 
Thus, whilst the greatest distress prevailed, and the largest amount 
at any given tiibe required aid, the institutions of the city afforded 
the relief and provided for all their wants; and had the city been 
left to provide for all, as heretofore, they would not have been in any 
way embarrassed in comfortably and amply providing for all that 
would have required charitable support. This could all have been 
done without the addition of extra alms-houses, (the Commissioners 
of Emigration having now under their charge less than fourteen 
hundred persons,) or officers to manage them, thereby saving the ex* 
pense required by the new law, of these additional appendages. 
Had then this fund raised by the per-capita tax upon each indivi- 
dual been left the city authorities to have been managed by them, a 
great saving would have been made, and consequently a propor- 
tionably larger amount left to meet the wants of the emigrant, to 
whom by right, and to them only, does the money raised properly 
belong. But as ^the wisdom of the Legislature has otherwise de- 
cided, and having selected agents of their own choice, I hope they 
may not be disappointed in the faith of the good effects of the law, 
as I am sure they will not be in (he fidelity of those they have se- 
lected as its executive officers. 

That some amendment is required to secure the city against those 
arriving through the Canadas, must be acknowledged by all, and I 
cannot dismiss the subject without urging upon the committee and 
Legislature to have some clause incorporated in the law, requiring 
the same per-capita tax from those coming through the British pro- 
vinces as is required for those landing directly from ships at our city. 
This class of immigrants are now required to be supported by the 
city, and the numbers are constantly increasing. More than one-half 
as many as are now provided for by the Commissioners of Emigra- 
tion, for which they have received more than $100,000, are being 
now provided for at the city's expense, without one dollar's remu- 
neration therefore! and astbeUw iion« \%,\jjM&\.^o\5S\\jffx^'^^w®k^5s^^ 
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a^ fhose provided for are equally destitute as those provided for by 
the Gommissioneis of Emigration^ who have received the large amount 
of money above named. 

From the above facts the committee cannot fail to perceive that 
the law. has not fulfilled the high expectations of those who advo- 
cated its passage, by saving the city and state from the support of 
foreign immigrants; nor has it provided the most economical support 
for those entitled io ^ts benefits. Four hundred and seventy-six have 
been received into our alms-house and hospital since the passage of 
the law, in May last, from the Canadas alcne, of whom 1&2 still re- 
main tenants of these institutions, and the numbers are rapidly in- 
creasing. These, beside a large number receiving out-door relief, or 
who are aided by the charities of the city to remove to other places, 
where labor caj^ be procured that will enable them to earn their own 
subsistence, are all chargeaUe to the city, who by the kw are de- 
prived the benefits heretofore allowed and by law secured to it. That 
some amendment is demanded to meet these defects in the law will 
readily be admitted by any unprejudiced mind. 

If ho charge can be made of those passing through the British 
provinces, then it should be made the duty of the Commissioners to 
provide for them, they receiving all moneys collected from emigrants^ 
atid having in chaise ample funds liberally to provide for them. 

Yours, &c., 
M. G/ LEONARP. 
Jfew Yorkj December 2, 1847. 



( No. 70. ) 

Letter from John J. Rickereu 

To the honorable the Legisloiive Committee on Emigrants: 

Gentlemen: — ^Pursuant to request, I beg leave to give you a 
istatement of the causes of fraud practiced on immigrants on their, 
arrival here, with my views as to their probable prevention. 

1st On a vessel arriving with immigrants, she is at once boarded 
^Jtb ruaners £rom different boarding bouses and tet^^xSov^ ^^c^^ 



f^r.tbe purpoEfe of entif i% t^em to their :difi!^&t Itqu^s^ Biid]1ihere^ 
by getting them under their control. If these people have engage^ 
their passage in Europe beyond New- York, and paid any amount on 
appointment, it is the runners interest to divert them from the right 
address and t^ke thiefn loan o$ce where he is sure of getting his 
hard money, these runners being engaged at even $100 per month, 
besides $1 head money. 

2. The public house keepers are also more or lejss int.erested with 
some forwarding house, and as a matter of course second the vievm 
of the runners, who^ |n return, when boarding the vessels will tell 
the passengers \h^t they caQ be accommodated with boar4 and lodg- 
ing at from 3s. to 4s. per day, but' when they want to depart, will 
most likely be charged at the rate of $1 per day; and if objection is 
made, the iiamigraiit'9 luggage is detained. 

3d. The amounts of fare, per canal from Albany or Troy, being 
merely nominal, it is the interest of the forwarders to get as many 
passengers as possible, and make their profit out of the freight of 
extra baggage, the way of doing which your honorable committee 
is already made acquainted with, throi^h the newspapers at Albany. 

To prevent frauds my views ve — 

1st. To licep«e every runner connected with immigrants, at noK 
less than $200, with good security of $1000 for good behavior; 
apd any infringeioent m^de criminal, aa4 punishable with not kuss 
t^ si^ months penitentiaiy hard labor. 

2A. To take away aoy lien of the landlourd cm the ta^gage of m^ 
immigrant; for as long as this exists, it is the interest of the land- 
l«rd9> {and btd few expepied) to keep the immigrant ais long as^he 
haa money, or money's wortibi, retain bia clothing, a,c4 3«nd hm % 
pttLiper in tiie «tr«ieta» 

3d. The remedy to be applied in Albany and Buffalo appears to 
he merely to have licenaed weigbei!s appointed tp see justice 4taie to 
thaae poor and mucb abuaed people. 

4th. To appoint a competent person, conversant with the different 
languages — the cost of and best routes to be. taken by the inuni- 
granta-^TH;a board evfiiy vessel arriying with iwaigrantsi and be ii>* 
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stracted to give them such information as will best conduce to their 
welfare. 

Yours, very respectfiiUj, 

JOHN J. RICKERS, 

No. 62 Mulberry-street 

N. B. In the above I forgot to mention that it is essentially ne- 
cessary to admit the immigrant's testimony respecting frauds prac- 
ticed on him, de bene esse. Since his detention would in most cases 
be detrimental to his interest, and the fear of being detained as a 
witness, and the consequent expenses debar him of even making a 
complaint 

Very respectfully, 
JOHN J. RICKERS. 



( No. 71. ) 

Letter from the Rev. Dr. I. N. Wyckoff. 

To the Committee of the Legislature on the abuses of emigrants: 

Oentlebien:— Permit me respectfully to suggest the manner in 
which, according to my observation and judgment, the abuses on 
emigrants you are appointed to correct, originate and are carried out, 
and I doubt not you will discover an adequate remedy. These arise 

1. From false information. Interested men meet the immigrants 
on shipboard and deceive them by misdirection, or by prejudicing 
their minds against true friends, or leading them into the hands of 
sharpers. Of this case, I have heard some glaring examples. 

2. From not informing the emigrants of all the changes on the 
route recommended to them. Pay is taken at different points, in- 
stead of the whole at once. 

3. From inducing the emigrants to pre-pay the expense of trans- 
portation to places sometimes beyond their destination, or to its far^ 

tberest limits promising to refund if they do not go the whole dis- 
tance, and then avoiding re-payment on 'vacioxsa. itv^^Qsv^a ^t«^t£slts« 
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4. A very great abuse arises either from false scales, or from 
false accounts of weight. Of this case you may obtain almost any 
amount of testimony. . (Ask Mr. Vanderpool, of Buffalo.) 

5. A fifth abuse consists in neglecting to provide for the protection 
of the emigrants during the transfer of their goods from one boat to 
another. Women and children, and the aged and sick, are left on 
the dock exposed to every change of weather, nigkt and day. 

6. Packing too many in one boat. I have seen a canal boat, first 
so filled with luggage as to reach within four feet of the deck, and 
then more people required to be housed upon the luggage than could 
be laid down in two parallel rows from the stem to the stern of the 
boat. 

7. From excessive charges. You will ascertain that for goods, 
for the transportation of which the forwarders pay 60 cents per cwt., 
they charge the emigrants $1.25, and so in proportion for the whole 
passage. 

Such, gentlemen, are the abuses which have come to my own ob- 
servation, or to my ears. Very exact information, by day and date, 
and circumstances, I am not able to give, for I have made no note 
of the fact; neither do I suppose that these are essential to the per- 
formance of the great task assigned to you. You certainly will do 
a great service to the cause of righteousness and humanity, if you 
can apply an efficient remedy. If a detailed and desultory convena- 
don on the subject can be serviceable to the committee I s^all be 
prepared to meet almost any evening after 8 o'clock. 

Gentlemen, I am 

Your fellow laborer in this good caus^, 

And your humble servant, 

I. W. WYCKOFF. 
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( No. 7l\ ) 

Trom the Wisconsin Banner^ (a German paper.) 

MiLWAXTKiE, June 12, 1847. 

The New York Staats Zeitung, as well as the New York De* 
mocrat, contain daUy advertisements of agents about the transporta* 
tation of emigrants to all parts of the United States. Every agent 
presses the advantages of his particular line, and represents it as the 
most honest and cheapest one. We have now seen what it is to come 
into an agent's hands, and we think that we are doing a service to 
those, who may travel after us, if we inform them of the manner in 
which we were treated. 

On the 29th of April instant, we went into the ofSce of Messrs. 
J. F. Wolf and RieschmuUer, 1 19 Greenwich street, in New York, to 
get four tickets for going to Milwaukie. Mr. Rischmuller sold us 
them at the price of $12 each; he took one dollar for the passage 
from thereto Albany; five dollars from Albany to Buffalo, and six dollars 
from Buffalo to Milwaukie. Mr. Rischmuller pledged himself to send 
us to our place of destination without retard, and told us that a steam- 
boat was ready at Buffalo to take us on board, every day, Sundays 
excepted. We left on the 29th of April, in the evening, reached 
Albany on the .30th, early in the morning, and at one o'clock at 
noon of the same day, we were sent on by the freight train of the 
railroad. Mr. RieschmuUer had promised us that we should be in Buf* 
falo in 25 hours, but we reached it the fourth day after we had left 
Albany, on the 3d of May, at 11 o'clock in the forenoon. On the 
first day we were sent from Albany to Utica, where we arrived at ' 
12J at night. We were told that we should leave in two hours, 
but this we did not till 11 o'clock in the forenoon of the next day. 
We were treated similar on two other stations, and were obliged to 
remain on horrible, hard wooden benches, in a miserable car, for 
three days and three nights. On arriving in Buffalo, we went to 
the office of Messrs. Wolf & Co. to get a passage ticket to Mil- 
waukie on delivery of our receipt. Then we were told that the 
next steamboat for Milwaukie would not leave before the evening of 
the next day. At the same time with us there were four other emi- 
^'nts In the office to procure tickets fox CViv^^^ (jahout 90 miles 
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further than Milwaukie,) and they were asked only $4 each. On 
inquiring why Mr. R. had charged us $6, these gentlemen declared: 
^* that this was none of their business; they were there to give us a 
ticket for the receipt of their New-York house, and that we had to 
arrange all with Mr. Rieschmuller himself" We then went to the 
captain of the steamboat to inquire about the price, and now we 
were informed that the usual regular price was $4, but that Mr. 
Wolf paid only $2 per head; consequently Messrs. Wolf & Riesch- 
muller had proiitted from us $16 for the passage from Buffalo to 
Milwaukie only. After having been cheated thus of $8, been 
obliged to incur considerable expense produced by the tedious voy- 
age on the railroad, and our stoppage at Buffalo, we finally arrived 
here on the 9th of May. 

Consequently, we advise every emigrant to take care of agents. 
It is decidedly the best to pay from station to station, and to address 
ourselve to the offices of the lines direct; time and money will be 
spared thus. 

The German " Volks Verien," in New-York, who takes so much 
interest in the fate of emigrating Germans, is requested to pay some 
attention to this statement 

(Signed.) R. WENDT, 

WM. BIELFELD. 

Milwaukief Wisconsin Territory j June 11, 1847. 
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( No, 73. ) 

Case of Ellen Mea<l 

** Ellen Mead, the bearer of this, was sent up here by the agent 
from Quebec, in the Rowland Hill. She will go out in Hhe morning 
to the States; as she is quite destitute, she will require a lodging at 
the sheds until morning. Mr. Hoy will please see to her. 

WILLIAM HEDGE. 

' Friday Mornings btk Jfoventher^ 1847." 

It is customary for the emigrant agent at Montreal, to furnish 
those who wish to come to the States, with means to come to St. 
Johns, and then pay their passage across the lake to Whitehall. 
Ellen Mead's passage is understood to have been thus provided. 
William Hedge is the emigrant agent at Montreal. 



( No. 74. ) 

The Dutch ticket. 

[Referred to in the testinKmy of John J. Rickers^ and iranslaied 
by Aim.] 

216. 
[Baggage free.] 

Mr. B. O'Hern, Washington-street. 

Main Passage Office to every part of the United States. 

I hereby certify to have received from Christian Scheuinz seven 
dollars, on account of passage money for seven persons, making six 
full passengers from New-York to Tiffin county, Ohio, (due thirty- 
six dollars.) 

Signed, J. BOOM, Agent. 

Dated, Anvers^ lith April, 1847. 



NOTE BY THE COMMirTEE. 



The committee take this opportunity to return their thanks to all 
those who have voluntarily furnished them with information, or the 
sources from which it could be obtained; particularly to David Ndi- 
gan, agent of the Commissioners of Emigration in Albany, to whose 
untiring industry in the matter, the committee are indebted for a 
great amount of information contained in the foregoing. 
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